Hello, my name is Sami and we are currently all BSW students from Aurora University. During our senior year, we have all obtained internship placements at various mental health agencies in the area. Each of us volunteered to speak at today’s public hearing in order to share our insight into how the budget cuts for the fiscal year 2012 have affected the social services provided in our community. Between the three of us, we represent agencies that service people from adolescence to adulthood. 
Personally, the agency I work for coordinates services for children in middle school and high school. We work to identify various mental health and behavioral issues in students in order to decrease the likelihood of them dropping out of school. While the agency itself was not directly affected by the budget cuts made, nearly every service that we refer to has been negatively affected. For example, if we identify a student with depression or suicidal thoughts, we would normally refer them to a suicide prevention agency. However, because of the budget cuts, many of their staff, groups and resources have been eliminated. When the agency is unable to place kids where they can receive the most help, we are unable to fulfill the mission of decreasing the drop-out rate of adolescents in schools.  Thank you for your time, I would now like to introduce Gwendolyn to you all.
Thank you, Sami. Hello, my name is Gwendolyn and my field placement is in a particular program that serves adolescents struggling with substance abuse problems. During the first day at my field placement my supervisor informed me that our program had suffered losses since I last spoke to her. In addition to the services of our program being reduced, the number of our staff members also dwindled to 50% of what they were. The services that we were either no longer able to offer, or offer sparingly, included after school programs and lunch bunch groups at various school sites. Our after school programs provided student opportunities to succeed in school with homework help and a curriculum educating about the dangers of alcohol and other drugs, alternatives to violence and drug use and life skills related to relationships. The program also offered an activity after school, while otherwise children may be unsupervised. Lunch bunch groups teach students identified with behavioral problems how to manage anger and anxiety, conduct healthy relationships and positive decision making. This program takes place over a lunch hour, so that they may apply skills learned to school relationships. Due to the state budget cuts, my agency is no longer able to support the cost of these programs or the costs of staff to conduct them. This leaves many children without education on vital life skills or guidance during challenging times. The state budget cuts prevent my agency from fulfilling their vision where everyone can reach their full potential. Thank you for your time. I would now like to introduce Tanya. 
Hello, my name is Tanya and my field placement is currently at a substance abuse treatment facility for adolescent and adult males. In the last three years, my agency has faced numerous budget cuts that have put increasing stress on staff to provide quality services with fewer resources. Recently, an entire men’s recovery program had to be shut down. This has decreased our capacity of helping adult males from 76 beds to 38. On top of that, an entire facility servicing adolescent girls was shut down in anticipation of the budget cuts for the fiscal year 2012. The budget cuts are forcing staff at my agency to stop providing services to people who desperately need them in order to survive. Without substance abuse treatment, people continue their destructive behaviors that cost all of society. It is our responsibility and in our best interest to provide these life saving services to them. Not only do the budget cuts affect my specific agency, the people who receive services from my agency, and society as a whole, but the budget cuts also affect my personal education. The social work field placement is the cornerstone of the social work curriculum at Aurora University. Because of the cuts made, there is less qualified staff that is available to teach, mentor and assist me in my new career. At other agencies, there are less spots available for new interns. The budget cuts for the fiscal year 2012 could affect my career and my clients’ lives for the next 20 to 30 years. The money potentially saved by the budget cuts will create costs that everyone has to pay. This cost can come from children dropping out of school, adolescents continuing drug use and adults unable to take care of their children and families. Ultimately the budget cuts to the fiscal year 2012 will cost all of us. Thank you for your time. We appreciate you listening to each of our experiences. We hope that you take into consideration the testimonials you have heard today and the impact that the budget cuts have on the state of IL.  
