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Opioid Pain Management  

Provider Continuing Education Resources  

The Food and Drug Administration is requiring completion of Risk Evaluation and 
Mitigation Strategies (REMS) for opioids. Appropriate pain management requires 
ongoing education regarding safe opioid use. The Drug Utilization Review Board 
is providing links to continuing education materials related to REMS and pain 
management with opioids as well as available pain management certification 
programs.  (Press the control key while clicking on the text highlighted in blue to 
follow the guideline link.) 

FDA required Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) for opioids 

• Transmucosal immediate-release fentanyl (TIRF) oral and sublingual dosage forms 
• Buprenorphine-containing Transmucosal products for Opioid Dependence (BTOD) 
• Extended-release and long-acting opioid analgesics 

Pain management-related continuing education activities 

• Opioid analgesics REMS-compliant CME/CE activities 
• Illinois State Medical Association - Free, 1-hr AMA, on-demand, Collaborative on 

REMS Education (CO*RE) course:  Achieving Safe Use While Improving Patient Care 
for physicians, physician assistants, advanced practice nurses. 

• American Medical Association – Pain management CE series. 
• American Academy of Family Physicians. ER/LA Opioid REMS: Achieving Safe Use 

While Improving Patient Care. 
• CO*RE. Collaborative for REMS Education.  
• OpioidRisk. Improving provider skills in reducing the risk of opioid therapy. 
• Utah State Medical Association 

o Controlled Substances: Education for the Prescriber. Continuing education credit 
for physicians, physician assistants, nurses, podiatrists, and dentists. ($10) 

 
Certification programs for pain management 

• American Board of Pain Medicine. Certification Examination in Pain Medicine. 
• Illinois Academy of Family Physicians. Safe Prescriber Program 
• American Academy of Pain Management Credential 
• Registered Nurse Pain Management Certification 

https://www.tirfremsaccess.com/TirfUI/rems/home.action
https://www.btodrems.com/SitePages/Welcome.aspx
http://www.er-la-opioidrems.com/
https://search.er-la-opioidrems.com/Guest/GuestPageExternal.aspx
http://isms.inreachce.com/Details?resultsPage=1&sortBy=&category=a5602f82-f100-4fa7-a15d-267d716cafb8&groupId=7f4c43e6-d1d5-40b0-998a-4dec979d3685
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/pain-management.page
http://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/cme/skin/handout-rems.pdf
http://www.core-rems.org/education
http://www.opioidrisk.com/
http://utahmed.inreachce.com/Details?resultsPage=1&sortBy=&category=bb9f07fa-85e3-475f-bd31-3beeb2aad6e2&groupId=9b09fe03-a287-4c02-b05c-e92edb8cb628
http://utahmed.inreachce.com/Details?resultsPage=1&sortBy=&category=bb9f07fa-85e3-475f-bd31-3beeb2aad6e2&groupId=9b09fe03-a287-4c02-b05c-e92edb8cb628
http://www.abpm.org/about
http://www.abpm.org/uploads/files/abpm14_certbulletin_final.pdf
http://www.iafp.com/SafePrescriber/index.htm
http://aapainmanage.org/members/Credentialing.php
http://www.nursecredentialing.org/NurseSpecialties/PainManagement.aspx

