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A MFP participant may be a Colbert Class Member within the class definition in Section III of

the Colbert Consent Decree. It is the intention of the Defendants that all Colbert Class Members

who are eligible for MFP be counted as MFP participants. To be eligible for MFP, a person must

be a nursing home resident for a period of 90 days or more and that none of these days be for the

sole purpose of short-term rehabilitation and paid for by other government sources such as

Medicare; and that the resident be on Medicaid for at least one day prior to transition to

community residency. In addition, a participant of MFP is to choose one of the following

community settings in which to move: 1) a home owned or leased by the individual or a family

member of the individual; 2) an apartment with an individual lease, secure access and living,

sleeping, bathing and cooking areas over which the individual or his/her family has control; 3) a

community-based residential setting with no more than four unrelated individuals. In Illinois, a

Supportive Living Facility qualifies according to the description in #2 above. If a Class Member

chooses a setting other than one the three defined MFP options, he/she could not be counted as a

MFP transition. Participation in MFP is also voluntary.

A participant in MFP should qualify to be counted as a Colbert Class Member per the definition

of a Colbert Class Member in Section 1.3. The federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services (CMS) has validated the inclusion of the Colbert Class Members in the MFP Program

in a conversation on June 1, 2012.

The Defendants recognize that the Colbert Consent Decree offers benefits to Class Members that

are not part of the current MFP program. For example, a Class Member who has lived in a

nursing home for six months or more may be eligible for housing assistance under the Colbert

Consent Decree. Under MFP, a housing bridge subsidy is provided only to qualifying

participants being transitioned by the Illinois Division of Mental Health and MFP requires only a

90 day nursing home stay to qualify for this benefit.

Similarly, most MFP participants who reside in a nursing home in Cook County meet the

definition of a Colbert Class Member. The difference is primarily related to the housing benefit,

and the Defendants will seek to modify the MFP Operational Protocol to reflect the enhanced

Colbert Consent Decree benefits to residents of Cook County nursing homes.

Consequently, the Defendants intend to count Colbert Class Members enrolled in MFP and fulfill

the projected benchmark numbers of transitions under the Colbert Consent Decree and likewise



count Colbert Class Members who are enrolled in MFP in the projected benchmark numbers of

transitions under the MFP program. The inclusion of the Colbert Class Members in the MFP

Program enables the benefits of MFP including the provision of HCBS Waiver services and

State Plan Mental Health services; coverage of transition costs; and demonstration services that

are not covered under the Waivers.

Additionally, the MFP Program provides enhanced quality oversight for all individuals

transitioning from nursing homes to the community. The quality oversight and requirements

defined in the MFP Operational Protocol that are in practice and approved by the federal Centers

for Medicare and Medicaid should be appreciated by all parties as being beneficial to the Class

Member. The MFP Risk Inventory, Risk Mitigation Plan and 24-hour Back-up Plan are

documents and the activities performed to complete these documents support and provide tools

to better ensure a successful transition. They consider how the needs of the Class Member will

be safely met through pre and post transition planning by addressing and asking the participant

and Care Coordinator to identify the Class M

requirements. The 24-Hour Back-up Plan is given to the Class Member to help them identify

alternative community resources in the event the primary supports break down or an unforeseen

health crisis emerges.

All transitions that are counted under MFP enable the state of Illinois to receive an enhanced

federal match on its Medicaid Waiver and State Plan services provided to individuals for the one

year period post transition. These additional dollars, under the MFP initiative, are placed in a

rebalancing fund that is used for an expansion of home and community-based services.

Expansion of services will ultimately benefit all residents of nursing homes, including Colbert

Class Members transitioning to community-based settings.

Over the summer of 2012, specific strategies will be identified to bring the steps identified in this

Implementation Plan in-line and as stated above with the current strategies employed under

MFP, specifically as they relate to nursing home residents in Cook County. When the above

inclusion of Colbert Class Members in MFP was discussed with a representative of federal CMS

on June 1, 2012, she welcomed the opportunity for Illinois to amend its MFP Operational

Protocol.











Rule 132

Medicaid Community Mental Health Services Program



The Care Coordinator will collaborate with the community mental health provider to determine

eligibility for the Rule 132 Medicaid Community Mental Health Services Program. The

Division of Mental Health utilizes the Level of Care Utilization System (LOCUS) tool. The

LOCUS determines the level of care needs across six domains.











The primary on-line state funded housing search inventory is the Illinois Housing Locator,

www.ILHousingSearch.org, which promotes choice by providing equal access to housing

options. It allows Class Members and Care Coordinators easy access to housing by location,

features, vacancy, among other screening criteria.

Once a unit or housing option is located, the Care Coordinators will assist in making

arrangements for Class Members to visit a property. Part of the arrangement involves housing

choice. In addition, a factor in the decision relates to assuring the property is accessible or can

be made accessible for persons that may have physical challenges.

Care Coordinators will have a secure access to a web portal that enables them to search for
housing options that may be targeted to populations represented by the various Olmstead
Consent Decrees and the Pathways to Community Living/Money Follows the Person Initiative.
This option further advances the ability to access additional and more detailed housing
information relevant to the populations that they serve.















< 60 < 60 60 - 64 60 - 64 65 + 65 + Total

SMI No SMI SMI No SMI SMI No SMI Medicaid Dual

3225 1691 928 836 2803 7983 17466 14094















and the Structure of Medical
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Ethical Problems in Medicine and Biomedical and Behavioral Research.


