Task Force on the Advancement of Materials Recycling – Public Act 97-853 (HB 4986)
Heartland Community College, Normal, Illinois
June 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am, June 18, 2013

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting began with introductions by the task force members and those in the audience.

The following members were in attendance:
· Scott Phillips and David Walters representing IL EPA Director Lisa Bonnett	
· Mel Nickerson and David E. Smith representing IL DCEO Director Pollet		
· Chad Braatz, Illinois Counties Solid Waste Management Association (ILCSWMA)	
· Marta Keane, Will County & President Illinois Recycling Association (IRA)		
· Walter Willis, Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO)				
· David Van Vooren, Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC)		
· Lisa Disbrow, Waste Management, Inc.				
· Jeff Stauter, Kreider Services				
· Greg Maxwell, Resource Management Companies			
· "Ken Hoving, K Hoving Recycling & Disposal and Board of Construction & Demolition Recycling Association (CDRA) 
· Rod Fletcher, Past President of IRA and 30+ years as Sustainability Coordinator for Urbana, IL
· Jen Walling, Illinois Environmental Council (IEC)
· Mark Denzler, Illinois Manufacturers Association (IMA)
· Rob Karr, Illinois Retail Merchants Association (IRMA)		

The following members participated via phone:
· Nick Magrisso, Natural Resource Defense Council (NRDC)
· Dan Gorske - Republic Services				

The following members were absent:
· Senator Daniel Biss				
· Senators Sue Rezin				
· Representative Ann Williams				
· Representative Mike Tryon				
· Dr. Paul Walker, ISU  

Opening remarks were made by Scott Phillips for IEPA and Mel Nickerson for DCEO.

David Walters (IEPA) discussed how HB4986 was originally framed to address fees, then he referred to the specific listed objectives of HB 4986: county recycling and waste management  planning; current and potential policies and initiatives in Illinois for waste reduction, recycling, composting, and reuse; funding for State and local oversight and regulation of solid waste activities; funding for State and local support of projects that advance solid waste reduction, recycling, reuse, and composting efforts; and the proper management of household  hazardous waste. The review shall also evaluate the extent to which materials with economic value are lost to landfilling, and it shall also recommend ways to maximize the productive use of waste materials through efforts such as materials recycling and composting.

IEPA’s Scott Phillips noted that per the Illinois Open Meetings Act, appointees are required to take an on-line course regarding open meetings within 60-90 days.  Information on this will be emailed to the members.  (Dave Walters Emailed this information to members on 6/19/2013).  Mr. Phillips also stated that if new programs or activities are recommended by the task force that new funding mechanisms, other than the existing fees, also be a part of the recommendation.

Dave Walters (IEPA Co-Chair) discussed the three Acts that pertain to Solid Waste legislation.  These included summaries of the Solid Waste Planning and Recycling Act, the Environmental Protection Act, and the Solid Waste Management Act.  Walters also discussed exemptions to fees at landfills, including landscape waste, foundry sand, etc.  A copy of this summary was handed out to members in attendance and a copy is attached to these minutes.  

David E. Smith (DCEO Co-Chairman) briefly discussed the current DCEO programs and provided a review of various definitions of recycling in Illinois’ solid waste management laws.  Mr. Smith also provided a discussion of other state definitions.  A copy of Mr. Smith’s PowerPoint presentation is attached to these minutes.

Greg Maxwell, task force member and representative of Resource Management, Inc., provided an in-depth review of markets for recycling as well as current and historical market values for a variety of materials.  A copy of Mr. Maxwell’s PowerPoint presentation is attached to these minutes.

General comments from task force members were solicited.

Task force member Walter Willis commented that other groups will want to present ideas to the task force in the future, including the Carpet Recycling Workgroup and the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition.

Task force member David VanVooren commented that the group needed to take a broad view of options including extended producer responsibility and bans. 

Task force member Marta Keane remarked that the group needed to know how money is split between IEPA and DCEO.  She also opined that excluding support for the recycling of items banned from landfills was a lost opportunity.

Task Force member, Rod Fletcher suggested that the group should consider combining the three solid waste management acts and look at what is not working; what is not being accomplished that should be.

Task force member Walter Willis opined that there may be a need to share revenues between the “haves and have-nots” as 75 of the 102 Illinois counties do not have landfills and therefore do not enjoy the revenue generated at these sites for recycling activities.

Mel Nickerson, DCEO deputy director, responded that he and IEPA Director Lisa Bonnet have been talking about sharing the Solid Waste Management fund.  He further indicated that they expect to continue their discussions over the coming months and will share feedback with the task force.   

Task force member Ken Hoving stated that it was important to enhance and promote markets for recyclables; “What can we do to help markets?”  He further commented that it made sense to discuss funding for market development.  He also opined that there was a contradiction to supporting recycling from a fee on landfilling.  

Task force member David VanVooren commented that markets for recyclables were impacted by global events.  He also indicated that composting end-markets needed to be promoted or all we will get at the end of the compost process is piles of compost; “we cannot ship it someplace else.”

Mel Nickerson, DCEO deputy director, expressed that the task force cannot do everything and should look at what is manageable.  He also indicated that tipping fees in the Midwest were low versus the tipping fees on the East and West coasts and this made promoting alternatives to landfilling more challenging.

Task force member Rod Fletcher opined that the task force was not going to reach consensus on everything and that the final report and recommendations should be revisited on a regular basis in the future.  

Task force member Walter Willis indicated that moving forward it seemed like two workgroups, planning and funding, could be developed to advance the work of the task force.  Other members interjected that this might be too limiting; workgroups to study specific topics might also be appropriate.

Task force member Greg Maxwell commented that the group need to keep the mission of the task force in mind as it moved forward.  

Task force members discussed how to share information and works-in-progress with one another.  Task force member David VanVooren mentioned that he had recently set up a “drop box account” for members of the Carpet Recycling Workgroup and suggested that this was a good way to share documents among members.  David E. Smith indicated that he would look into this.

David Walters, IEPA, provided task force members with a document with proposed timelines and milestones for moving forward.  A copy of this document is attached.  The task force was opened for discussion on how the group will develop and present individual opportunities and concerns.  It was decided that individual members will submit a list of issues that they would like to see addressed by the task force to Co-Chairs, David Smith and Dave Walters by August 1, 2013.  These comments will be summarized and a copy of this summary will be sent to task force members.  It was also agreed that the next formal task force meeting would be held on August 20, 2013.  The group discussed meeting sites and concluded that Heartland Community College in Normal would serve as the default meeting site for the task force.  

The meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm.  
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