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Subscription Information 
If you no longer wish to receive Sustainable Cities updates from the Office of the 
Governor, or wish to add a colleague to this list, please reply to this email. For more 
information about Governor Pat Quinn’s sustainability initiatives and the Illinois Green 
Governments Coordinating Council, please visit Green.illinois.gov 

  
  

Here we go again...welcome 
to another incarnation of the 
Sustainable Cities Newsletter. 

  

It’s been a tumultuous year 
for this newsletter as I 
fruitlessly attempted to bring 
our green communications 
out of the barren stone age 
and into the fertile and 
bountiful 21st century. Of 
course our number one 
priority is disseminating 
information to our 
subscribers. It has been 
disappointing to see aesthetic 
pursuits impede substantive 
content and I apologize for 
this process. Nevertheless, I 
believe that we must create a 

technologically-savvy 
newsletter if we hope to 
remain relevant.  

As always I welcome all 
feedback and have endless 
appreciation for your respect 
and assistance as we iron this 
thing out together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beyond this newsletter I also 
want you to view this 
newsletter as a window into 
our sustainability policies 
within Governor Quinn’s 
administration.  Please feel 
free to send me your 
thoughts for future 
sustainability initiatives out of 
this office. Together, we can 
preserve Illinois as the Green 
Capital of the United States. 

 

So enjoy this newsletter and 
please pass this information 
along. In green lingo, I am 
planting the seed here but 
this resource will only flower 
with your support. 
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"The public policy of 

the State and the duty 

of each person is to 

provide and maintain 

a healthful 

environment for the 

benefit of this and 

future generations."  

- Illinois Constitution, 

Article XI  

Governor Pat Quinn honors 
state agencies and public 
institutions at the 2011 
GGCC Green Governments 
Awards ceremony on 
December 17th, 2011 at the 
Executive Mansion in 
Springfield. 

Governor Quinn Honors State Employees at  
2011 Green Governments Awards Ceremony 

On December 17th, 2011, 
the Illinois Green 
Governments Coordinating 
Council was pleased 
to present this year’s 
Green Governments 
Awards in recognition of 
outstanding environmental 
leadership and innovative 
sustainability 
accomplishments by Illinois 
state agencies and public 
institutions. 
 
This year the Awards 
ceremony was moved to 
the Executive Mansion in 
Springfield, IL, where 
Governor 

Quinn presented eleven 
awards that 
honored agencies for their 
extraordinary green efforts 
on behalf of the State of 
Illinois. The ceremony also 
featured a panel on CMS 
Green Initiatives and the 
official unveiling of the 2011 
GGCC Annual Sustainability 
Report. The GGCC was 
particularly proud of the FY 
2011 Sustainability Report 
with a record number of 
agencies, boards, and public 
institutions reporting this 
year.  
 

The annual report was disseminated 
in physical form at the Ceremony, 
but, in the spirit of sustainability, 
will be available to the general 
public in electronic form. The 
electronic report will be released 
shortly. 
 
The award recipients are listed 
here. 
Pictures from the 2011 Green 
Governments Awards ceremony 
are available on the GGCC Flickr 
page. 
Video from the Ceremony is posted 
to Governor Quinn's YouTube 
channel and is available at this link. 
A complete agenda for the 
ceremony is available here.  

S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  
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Budding News: 

why we must do everything we 
can to ensure clean, healthy air 
for generations. I would like to 
thank President Obama and 
the USEPA for their mercury 
and air toxics standards 
rule.“In Illinois, we have seen 
the benefits of enacting 
stringent requirements for 
reducing mercury emissions 
over the last several years. As 

Governor Quinn released the 
following statement praising a 
new U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) 
rule that will dramatically 
decrease the amount of 
harmful mercury released into 
the air: 

“High levels of mercury pose 
serious health risks, which is 

a result, thousands of pounds 
of harmful mercury emissions 
have been kept out of our air. 
The President’s action will 
protect millions of Americans 
from these dangerous 
emissions just like we have 
been doing in Illinois.” 

Click here to read the text of the      

Federal Mercury & Air Toxics      

Standard  release 

Governor Quinn Praises Stricter Mercury Emission Standards 

	 
Now	in	its	fifth	year	of	partnership	with	the	Siemens	Corporation,	the	U.S.	Chamber	of	Commerce	
is	proud	to	offer	the	annual	Sustainable	Community	Awards	to	recognize	communities	that	are	
partnering	with	local	governments,	chambers	of	commerce,	community	organizations	and	
businesses	to	set	and	achieve	measurable	economic,	environmental,	and	social	goals	for	the	
purpose	of	advancing	environmental	and	economic	sustainability.		 
	 
Communities	compete	within	one	of	three	categories:		small,	midsize,	and	large	
community.		Winners	will	be	selected	from	each	category	to	receive	the	prize	of	$20,000	in	trees!			
	
The	application	deadline	is	January	13,	2012	
Visit	this	site	for	more	information	and	to	apply:	
http://sustainablecommunity.uschamber.com/nomination‐form/	

Apply for the 2012 Siemens Sustainable Community Awards  
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Governor Quinn’s Green Governments Coordinating 
Council Releases 2011 Annual Sustainability Report 

The Green Governments Illinois Act (20 ILCS 3954) requires all Illinois state 
agencies to submit annually "a report summarizing the progress made in 
implementing its environmental sustainability plan, including sustainability measures 
adopted and goals achieved. The information in this report shall encompass the 
previous fiscal year."  

This fiscal year we collected a record number of agency sustainability reports 
thanks to the tireless efforts of our GGCC liaisons and participants.  
 

This report aggregates information included in all of your diligently-
completed Sustainability Reports. This year we are particularly excited to 
release a report of outstanding depth and breadth thanks to all of your 
contributions and the stunning compositional efforts of Dr. Christine Skolnik, 
DePaul University. 
 
Click here to read the annual 2011 Annual Sustainability Report on the picture to 
read the report! 

Click here to read the 
2011 Annual 

Sustainability Report  
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2011 GGCC  

Annual  

Sustainability  
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Sustainable Grants 
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1) National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Announces New Grant Program to 
Support Conservation job Training Programs for Young People 

 
A new initiative to connect youth to the outdoors by providing financial support for new conservation 
job training programs. The initiative brings together public and private partners to support those 
organizations that are developing innovative conservation job opportunities for youth which expose 
young people, particularly urban and minority youth, to the natural world and career opportunities 
available in conservation.  
 
Online Application Must Be Completed By: Friday, January 27th  
Visit this link for more information and to apply. 
 
2) Captain Planet Foundation Offers Grants for Hands-On Environmental 

Education Activities 
 
The Captain Planet Foundation primarily makes grants to U.S.-based schools and organizations with 
an annual operating budget of less than $3 million. 

Grants are made for activities that conform to the mission of the Captain Planet Foundation which is 
to: promote and support high-quality educational programs that enable children and youth to 
understand and appreciate our world through learning experiences that engage them in active, hands-
on projects to improve the environment in their schools and communities. 
 
For more information visit CaptainPlanetFoundation.org 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 
A complete application consists 
of a letter of intent, resume 
and names and addresses of at 
least three references. Submit 
to: 

SIU Carbondale is pleased to 
announce the opening of a 
“Sustainability Coordinator” 
position at the University. 

 
Please follow this link for details. 

 

 
Sustainability Coordinator Search 
Vice Chancellor for Administration 

and Finance  
MC 4315 

SIU Carbondale 
1265 Lincoln Drive 

Carbondale, IL 62901 

Sustainability Coordinator Position at SIU Carbondale 

Innovation will help us 

build a stronger, greener 

future. This symposium 

will help our colleges and 

universities come up with 

new ways to increase 

sustainability on campus, 

and it is an investment in 

our future workforce, as 

they learn more about 

the green sector and the 

jobs of today and 

tomorrow.” 

—Governor Quinn on 

2011 Sustainable 

Universities & Colleges 

Symopsium 
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Gabe Sulkes 
James H. Dunn Memorial Fellow 
Policy-Sustainability and Energy 

Office of the Governor 
JRTC | 100 W. Randolph | Suite 16-100 

Chicago, IL 60601-3112 
Phone 312.814.9799 

Fax 312.814.5274 

This resource is provided by the Office 
of Governor Quinn to Illinois elected 
officials, municipalities, counties, 
organizations, and individuals 
interested in supporting sustainability 
efforts in their communities.  For more 
information on sustainability 
resources, please visit our website, 
www.green.illinois.gov. 
 
If you would like to submit an item 

to be included in the newsletter 

please email 

Gabriel.Sulkes@illinois.gov.  

Office of Governor Pat Quinn 

Governor Pat Quinn honors state agencies and public institutions at the 2011 GGCC Green Governments 
Awards ceremony on December 17th, 2011 at the Executive Mansion in Springfield. 
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