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Learning Objectives 

• Explore logistical and design implications associated with LEED for 
Schools. 
 

• Understand how an evolving prototype can support sustainable design 
continuous improvement. 
 

• Understand practical implications of implementing LEED and sustainable 
design in a large program with established design guidelines.  
 

• Learn what a large school district program can accomplish in terms of 
resource savings and ongoing environmental programs. 
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Introduction-Public Building Commission 

• Established on July 25, 1956 
 
• Authority to issue revenue bonds  

for the construction of government buildings 
 
• Act as a developer with the ability to  

finance, design & construct government facilities 
 

• 11 seat commission, chaired by  
the Mayor of the City of Chicago 
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Clients: 

• City of Chicago 
— Chicago Police Department 

— Chicago Fire Department 

— Chicago Department of Environment 

— Chicago Department of Family and Support Services 

— Chicago Department of Fleet Management 

— Chicago Department of Water Management 

• City Colleges of Chicago 

• Chicago Public Library 

• Chicago Park District 

• Chicago Public Schools 

• County of Cook 
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PBC Program 

LEED Certification 

• The PBC has 38 projects registered with the USGBC 
— 21 Public Schools (All under LEED for Schools) 

— 2 Firehouses 

— 2 Police District Stations 

— 4 Branch Libraries 

— 6 Park District Fieldhouses 

— 3 other Unique City Funded Projects 

• 32 additional projects have achieved LEED certification 
— 8 Public Schools (3 LFS (Gold), 5 NC (2 Certified, 1 Silver, 2 Gold) 

— 4 Firehouses 

— 3 Police District Station 

— 10 Branch Libraries 

— 2 Park District Facilities 

— 5 other Unique City Funded Projects 
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Sustainable Project Map 
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PBC Program 

• 8 LEED Certified Schools (5 Gold) 

• 24 in development 

 

 CPS Programs 

• Environmental Action Plan 

• Energy Shared Savings 

• Recycling Rewards 
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Shared Commitment with CPS 
 

• Leadership  

• Interagency Coordination  

• Goal Setting 

• Cross Pollination 



PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION OF CHICAGO 
Sustainable School Symposium 

Implementing LEED in Chicago K-12 Schools 

Why Go Green?  Why LEED? 

• Aligns with Chicago’s Climate Action Plan 
• www.chicagoclimateaction.org  

• Reduces Contributions to  

Climate Change 

• Improves Chicago’s Quality of Life 

• Creates Excellent Places 

 

http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/
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Making Green Routine - Chicago Green Requirements 
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Making Green Routine— 
Implementation Techniques for Successful Project Delivery 

 

• Standard Processes 

• A/E Service Contract Language 

• Contract Requirements  

   for Builders 

• Standard Tracking and  

   Reporting Forms 
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Standard Tracking and Reporting 
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Lessons Learned Process & Bi-Annual Report 
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Sustainable Development ―Harvest‖ 
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Green Schools Are… 

• Good Neighbors 

• Water Savers 

• More Energy Efficient 

• Great Places to Learn & Work 
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Program Approach 

• Design for Green 

• Focus on Excellent Classroom Environments 

• Resource (Energy & Water) Efficiency 

• Commissioning 
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Prototype Facilities-Elementary Schools 
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Prototype Facilities-High Schools 
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• Transportation and Air 

• Energy 

• Waste 

• Land  

• Water 

• Engagement 

Learn more at  
www.cps.edu/gogreen 

CPS Environmental Action Plan 

http://www.cps.edu/gogreen
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• Green School Orientation  

for LEED sites 

• Smart Scheduling 

• Renewable Energy as add-on 

and Green-e Power Purchase 

• Waste Separation Station 

 

CPS Environmental Action 



PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION OF CHICAGO 
Sustainable School Symposium 

Implementing LEED in Chicago K-12 Schools 

• Gardens and Landscaping 
• Green Roofs 

• Native Gardens 

• Educational signage 

 

CPS Environmental Action 
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• Maintenance & Use 
• Green Cleaning 

• Integrated Pest Mgmt 

• Transportation Choices 

 

CPS Environmental Action 



The US Green Building 

Council and LEED 



Test 

What is  

green 

building? 

Design and 

construction 

practices that 

meet specified 

standards, 

resolving 

much of the  

negative  

impact of 

buildings on 

their 

occupants and 

on the 

environment. 

Site 

Planning 
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Skinner Elementary School  
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Skinner 

Elementary School 
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Elementary School 
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Skinner 

Elementary School 

SSc2 – Community Connectivity 
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SSc4.1 – Public Transportation 

Access 
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Historic Water Tank 
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Insulation / Building 

Envelope 
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Storage and Collection 

of Recyclables 
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Construction IAQ 

Management Plan 
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Indoor 

Environmental 

Quality –  

Skinner Library 
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Q & A 


