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Sustainability
in FOCUSFOCUS 

E ric Heineman–
Sustainability Advisor to 

Governor Pat Quinn–attended 
the Zero Emission Acceleration 
Partnerships (ZEMAP) 
workshop at the University of 
California-Davis. Collaborating 
with the UC-Davis Policy 
Institute, the Institute of 
Transportation Studies and 
the Plug-in Hybrid & Electric 
Vehicle Research Center, zero-
emission vehicle (ZEV) experts 
discussed policy initiatives and 
infrastructure advancements 
for putting more ZEVs on 
Illinois roads. 

“Our goal is to be home to the 
largest network of fast chargers 
in the nation. As our state and 
nation face rising gas prices, 
Illinois consumers are ready to 
embrace this common-sense, 
clean energy transportation 
option,” said Governor Pat 
Quinn after the workshop.

ZEMAP presents an 
opportunity for Illinois to 
embrace ZEV infrastructure and 

jumpstart a nascent economy. 
Illinois has already made 
ambitious commitments to 
greening the state vehicle fleet 
among other climate initiatives, 
actions recently recognized by 
the White House.

President Barack Obama 
appointed Governor Quinn to 
the White House Task Force 
on Climate Preparedness and 
Resilience. The executive order 
includes state, local and tribal 
leaders from across the country 
and leverages the vast regional 
knowledge base to craft better, 
more adaptive federal policies 
for climate change. It also 
directs Federal agencies to 
allow American communities 
to strengthen local resilience to 
the effects of climate change.

Governor Quinn hopes to 
use his appointment to share 
lessons learned and policies 
directly related to Illinois’ 
initiatives for adapting to 
and mitigating the effects of 
climate change.
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Events
Expanding 
Combined Heat 
and Power in Your 
State (Webinar) 
US Department of Energy
December 4

2013 UIC Urban 
Forum: Technology 
and Resilience 
University of Illinois-
Chicago 
December 4

A Brief History 
of Architecture 
to Come 
The Graham Foundation 
December 5

The Dish on Dirt: 
Composting 
Demos 
Chicago Center for Green 
Technology and Oak Park 
School District 97 
December 15

Greener Together 
Alliance for a Greener 
South Loop 
December 5

Green Jobs Corner
•	 Energy	Operations	

Associate	
CNT Energy

•	 Staff	Assistant,	
Environment	and	Wildlife	
Forest Preserve District of 
DuPage County

•	 Projects	Assitant	
Omni Ecosystems and 
Rooftop Green Works	

•	 Aquaponics	and	Indoor	
Farming	Internship	
The Plant

•	 Natural	Resources	
Specialist 
Bolingbrook Park District

•	 Energy	Manager 
Cook County Office of 
Capital Planning and Policy

EV Charging Station 
Rebates and Deadline 
Extension

DCEO has already received as 
many applications for charging 
station rebates as last year. 
So far, all eligible applications 
total nearly 100 stations 
throughout Illinois. Of the 
applications received, nearly 
half of the projects are public or 
commercial–further expanding 
one of the nation’s largest 
charging station networks. 

DCEO has extended the 
deadline for charging station 
rebate applications to Thursday, 
April 17, 2014. The extended 
deadline accomodates a new 
certification process established 
by the Illinois Commerce 
Commission for the installation, 
maintenance and repair of EV 
charging stations.

IDOT establishes 
Sustainability Committee

The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) has 
established the agency’s 
first environmental 
sustainability committee. 
The committee will be 
responsible for implementing 
the department’s Long Range 
Transportation plan guiding 
policy to “develop a sustainable 
multi-modal transportation 
system in Illinois.” 

The committee includes 
representatives from all 
divisions within IDOT and has 
already begun work on the 
Department’s Sustainability 
Scorecard and long-range 
sustainability plan.

Find out more about IDOT’s 
sustainability initiatives.

Towards a Greener Illinois
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Events
Green Revolution 
Illinois Environmental 
Council
December 9

Rockford Green 
Building Holiday 
Extravaganza 
USGBC - Illinois 
December 10

Better Buildings IL 
Energy Center of 
Wisconsin 
December 10-11

Deadline: Midwest 
Energy Solutions 
Conference 
Midwest Energy Efficiency 
Alliance 
December 13 (Deadline)

Call for Abstracts 
2014 Illinois Recycling 
and Resource 
Management Conference 
and Trade Show 
December 15

Prairie 
Restoration
Fermilab Natural Areas
December 15

Green Grant Recap 

Deadlines are approaching for a 
number of DCEO, IDNR and 
IDOT grants for sustainable 
development. Visit green.
illinois.gov or ildceo.net for 
more information on grants 
and rebates:

DCEO Food Composting 
Grants (FSCRAP)
Deadline: December 16, 2013

IDNR Coastal Management 
Grants
Deadline: December 16 

Safe Routes to School 
Funding Opportunity 
Deadline: January 31, 2014

DCEO Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station 
Rebate Program
Extended Deadline: 
April 17, 2013

Fresh Potpourri
Illinois Environmental 
Council Legislative Update

Urbana Energy Star challenge

Feds order pollution monitor 
at South Shore refinery

Eat what you grow

Busse Woods overpass opens 
for cyclists and pedestrians

An EV solar charging station on the campus of Argonne National Laboratory.

http://green.illinois.gov
http://ilenviro.org/greenrevolution/
http://ilenviro.org/greenrevolution/
http://ilenviro.org/greenrevolution/
http://ilenviro.org/greenrevolution/
http://admin.usgbc-illinois.org/calendar%3FeventId%3D644722%26EventViewMode%3D2%26CalendarViewType%3D1%26SelectedDate%3D12/25/2013%26utm_source%3DChapter%2BEvents%2BUpdate%2B-%2BNovember%2B22%252C%2B2013%26utm_campaign%3DEvents%26utm_medium%3Demail
http://admin.usgbc-illinois.org/calendar%3FeventId%3D644722%26EventViewMode%3D2%26CalendarViewType%3D1%26SelectedDate%3D12/25/2013%26utm_source%3DChapter%2BEvents%2BUpdate%2B-%2BNovember%2B22%252C%2B2013%26utm_campaign%3DEvents%26utm_medium%3Demail
http://admin.usgbc-illinois.org/calendar%3FeventId%3D644722%26EventViewMode%3D2%26CalendarViewType%3D1%26SelectedDate%3D12/25/2013%26utm_source%3DChapter%2BEvents%2BUpdate%2B-%2BNovember%2B22%252C%2B2013%26utm_campaign%3DEvents%26utm_medium%3Demail
http://admin.usgbc-illinois.org/calendar%3FeventId%3D644722%26EventViewMode%3D2%26CalendarViewType%3D1%26SelectedDate%3D12/25/2013%26utm_source%3DChapter%2BEvents%2BUpdate%2B-%2BNovember%2B22%252C%2B2013%26utm_campaign%3DEvents%26utm_medium%3Demail
http://admin.usgbc-illinois.org/calendar%3FeventId%3D644722%26EventViewMode%3D2%26CalendarViewType%3D1%26SelectedDate%3D12/25/2013%26utm_source%3DChapter%2BEvents%2BUpdate%2B-%2BNovember%2B22%252C%2B2013%26utm_campaign%3DEvents%26utm_medium%3Demail
http://www.betterbuildingsil.org/
http://www.betterbuildingsil.org/
http://www.betterbuildingsil.org/
http://www.betterbuildingsil.org/
http://mwalliance.org/conference/
http://mwalliance.org/conference/
http://mwalliance.org/conference/
http://mwalliance.org/conference/
http://mwalliance.org/conference/
http://mwalliance.org/conference/
http://illinoisjointconference.com/
http://illinoisjointconference.com/
http://illinoisjointconference.com/
http://illinoisjointconference.com/
http://illinoisjointconference.com/
http://illinoisjointconference.com/
http://fermilabnaturalareas.org/calendar.html
http://fermilabnaturalareas.org/calendar.html
http://fermilabnaturalareas.org/calendar.html
http://fermilabnaturalareas.org/calendar.html
http://green.illinois.gov
http://green.illinois.gov
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/bureaus/energy_recycling/energy/energy%2Befficiency/
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Recycling/FY2014-FoodScrap.htm
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Recycling/FY2014-FoodScrap.htm
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Recycling/FY2014-FoodScrap.htm
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/pages/grants.aspx
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/pages/grants.aspx
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/pages/grants.aspx
http://www.dot.il.gov/saferoutes/SafeRoutesHome.aspx
http://www.dot.il.gov/saferoutes/SafeRoutesHome.aspx
http://www.dot.il.gov/saferoutes/SafeRoutesHome.aspx
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/ev.htm
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/ev.htm
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/ev.htm
http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/ev.htm
http://ilenviro.org/post-veto-session-update/
http://ilenviro.org/post-veto-session-update/
http://sustainability.illinois.edu/EnergyStarChallenge.html
http://www.mwalliance.org/newsletter/meea-minute-monthly-newsletter-november-2013
articles.chicagotribune.com/2013-11-17/news/ct-met-petcoke-monitors-20131117_1_whiting-refinery-dust-clouds-nearby-bp-refinery
articles.chicagotribune.com/2013-11-17/news/ct-met-petcoke-monitors-20131117_1_whiting-refinery-dust-clouds-nearby-bp-refinery
http://www.healthyschoolscampaign.org/blog/murphy-students-eat-what-they-grow-2
http://www.activetrans.org/blog/maggiedaly/busse-woods-trail-overpass-opens-bicyclists-and-pedestrians
http://www.activetrans.org/blog/maggiedaly/busse-woods-trail-overpass-opens-bicyclists-and-pedestrians


All photos courtesy Governor’s Office and Flickr Creative Commons

[green.Illinois.gov] December 2013
Office of Governor Pat Quinn

CNN recently named Chad 
Pregracke–an Illinois native–as its 
2013 Hero of the Year. Pregracke 
manages the nonprofit Living Lands 
& Waters, a group of nearly 70,000 
volunteers that has collected more 
than 7 million pounds of trash from 
great American rivers from the 
Mississippi to the Chicago for the 
past 15 years.

Pregracke focuses on restoring 
full ecosystem health, using native 
plants and trees to mitigate runoff. 
In addition to trash collection, 
Living Lands & Waters recycles a 
majority of the trash collected.

Read more about Chad Pregracke 
and the rest of CNN’s 2013 Heroes 
of the Year. 

A hero for America’s waterways
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