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Enjoy the 
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Pass it along 

and click here to 

subscribe!

Sustainability
in FOCUSFOCUS 

O ctober saw a number 
of major investments 

and increased awareness 
in Illinois’ environment 
and natural resources. Two 
major trade shows –Solar 
Power International (SPI) 
and the 86th annual Water 
Environment Federation 
Technical Exhibition 
(WEFTEC®)–took place in 
Chicago, exhibiting the latest 
technologies and techniques 
for sustainable development in 
solar energy and water quality. 

A number of grant 
announcements accompanied 
the events, including the 
Shedd Aquarium unveiling 
its 265-kilowatt rooftop solar 
system, the largest on any 
cultural institution in the state 
of Illinois. The public-private 
partnership exemplifies the best 
kind of renewable investment: 
diversifying the Illinois energy 
portfolio while providing 
opportunities for other 
businesses and institutions to 
learn from the process.
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Events
Grow Solar 
Power Hours 
Grow Solar, Heartland 
Community College and 
McHenry County College
Throughout November

Burnham Nature 
Sanctuary 
Workday 
Chicago Conservation 
Corps
November 2 (recurring)

Illinois Coastal 
Grants Workshop 
Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources
November 5

Women Lead 
Sustain (Webinar) 
Jill Dumain, Director of 
Environmental Strategy 
at Patagonia
November 6

Urban Trees: 
Maximizing Their 
Benefits 
Chicago Center for Green 
Technology
November 7

Green Jobs Corner
•	 Energy	Assessment	

Specialist	
Illinois Green Business 
Association

•	 Public	Interest	Environmental	
Law	Fellowship	
Environmental Law and 
Policy Center

•	 Research	Assistant	for	
Plants of Concern 
Chicago Botanic Garden

•	 Managing	Director 
Urban Sustainability 
Directors Network

•	 Resource	Efficiency	
Manager 
Sain Engineering 
Associates

•	 Program	Associate,	
Midwest	Region	
The Energy Foundation

Safe Routes to School 
Funding Opportunities
[Due January 31]

To continue to enhance safe 
walking and bicycling to 
school for elementary and 
middle school age children, 
the Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT) 
is pleased to announce a 
new Safe Routes to School 
application cycle. Funding is 
allocated for infrastructure-
related projects such as 
planning, design and 
construction as well as non-
infrastructure projects such 
as public education and 
awareness campaigns.

Please visit IDOT’S Safe 
Routes to School home page 
for more information on 
the program and the grant 
application.

Illinois State Bike Plan

IDOT recently launched an 
outreach website for the State 
Bike Plan. The website solicits 
feedback on the direction of 
the current state bike plan and 
provides educational resources 
for cyclists throughout the 
state of Illinois. 

Illinois Coastal 
Management Grants
[Due December 16]

The Illinois Coastal 
Management Program 
(ICMP) is announcing the 
Fall 2013 Coastal Grants for 
environmental education and 
outreach, and sustainable 
coastal planning within 
Illinois Coastal Zone 
communities. Applications 
will be available on November 
1st on the ICMP website.
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Events
USGBC-
Illinois Annual 
Networking Event 
USGBC - Illinois
November 7

High Performance 
Design 
SEDAC, Moraine Valley 
Community College
November 12

Big and Green: 
Large Energy 
Efficiency Policy 
and Trends 
Chicago Clean Energy 
Alliance
November 14

4th Annual Green 
Soapbox 
Delta Institute and 
Revolution Brewing 
Company
November 19

ISEA Sunshine 
Scholars 
Chicago Center for Green 
Technology
November 20

Green Grant Recap 

Deadlines are approaching for 
a number of DCEO grants for 
sustainable development. Visit 
green.illinois.gov or ildceo.net 
for more information on grants 
and rebates:

DCEO Large Distributed 
Solar and Wind Grant 
Program
Deadline: November 7, 2013

Illinois Recycling Grant
Deadline: November 12, 2013

ISBE School Energy 
Efficiency Grants
Deadline: November 27, 2013 
Match opportunities available 
through DCEO Energy 
Efficiency Portfolio

DCEO Food Composting 
Grants (FSCRAP)
Deadline: December 16, 2013

DCEO Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station Rebate 
Program 
Deadline: December 19, 2013

Fresh Potpourri
Governor Pat Quinn, Shedd 
Announce Largest Solar 
Panel Installation at Cultural 
Institution in Illinois

Governor Quinn Announces 
Inaugural Coastal 
Management Grants

Governor Quinn Highlights 
Innovative School Green 
Infrastructure Improvements

IDOT opens up to protected 
bike lanes

South Lake Shore Drive 
extension officially opens

EVs going with the flow

Minnesota RPS leads the way 
toward renewable investments
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The Illinois Sustainable 
Technology Center (ISTC) 
honored twenty-seven Illinois 
companies and organizations for 
their significant achievements 
in protecting the environment, 
sustaining the future and 
improving the economy at 
the 27th annual Governor’s 
Sustainability Awards. 

In addition to the sustainability 
awards, seven colleges and universities 
were recognized for setting and 
achieving ambitious environmental 
goals as part of the Illinois Campus 
Sustainability Compact.

Governor’s Sustainability Awards: 
Award winners and 2014 Applicant 
Information

Sustainable Recognition
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