ILLINOIS COMMISSION
TO END HUNGER

Steering Committee Minutes

Wednesday June 5, 2013

Members in Attendance: Kate Maehr, Cristal Thomas, Caronina Grimble (for Michelle Saddler),
Dawn Melchiorre, Frank Finnegan, Doug Schenkelberg

I.  Minutes from last meeting: Minutes approved; no changes

II. Recap of the Hunger Summit — Cristal Thomas and Kate Maehr discussed the Hunger Summit
held on April 30" in Springfield. Dawn Melchiorre provided information concerning the
evaluation from participants. Those who participated really enjoyed the day and
appreciated the update to the work of the Commission and the workshops help in the
afternoon.

lll. Membership - Members reviewed current membership list.
e Catholic Charities and Fresh Taste/lllinois Food, Farms, and Job Council have been
appointed to the Commission. They will be attending the next Commission meeting.

IV. Commission’s Report & Work group updates

e The Commission report is completed and members were given a copy to review.
Please send any comments or revisions to Dawn Melchiorre as the report will be
released at the Commission Meeting on June 13™.

No Kid Hungry Update:

e The Breakfast Coordinators have a target list of schools they are working with to
expand participation. The target list is based on the number of free and reduced
priced eligible students within the districts, school/district enrollment, and poverty
level in the area. The goal is to increase participation of low-income children by 5%
for the 2013-2014 school year.

e The School Breakfast Report is scheduled to be released in September of 2013. The
coordinators will then hold Summit in their region.

e Summer Meals is beginning and the goal will be to increase the number of meals
served by 5%. The Chicago Sky WNBA team partnered with NKH and ISBE to
produce two PSA’s; one in Spanish and one in English. NKH will also continue to
host the summermealsillinois.org website and texting platform.
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Vulnerable Adults Work Group:

e Dan Lesser and Dawn Melchiorre will be attending a Summit hosted by AgeOptions and
the National Council on Aging to discuss older adults and access to SNAP. The goal is to
build a partnership for the Vulnerable Adults work Group.

Underserved Population Work Group:

e Through the efforts of the Greater Chicago Food Depository, a volunteer researched and
provided a white paper to the work group about an agricultural surplus program. The
paper will be provided to the Commission members. The work group discussed the
possibility of a program in lllinois and asked Dawn Melchiorre to provide an outline of
action for pursuing such program. Updates will be given by fall of 2013.

V. TEFAP Update: Doug Schenkelberg provided an update for the members.

e IDHS and the food banks of lllinois have completed their work around TEFAP to the
satisfaction of all involved. The Food Depository would like to pilot a project for the
electronic collection of signature sheets at a few agencies with the goal of expansion in
the future.

e IDHS and GCFD are working on a protocol for the electronic collection of signature from
clients. A waiver will have to be granted by USDA has indicated they are interested in
having a pilot.

VI. Food Stamp Staggering : Doug Schenkelberg provided an update for the members.

e The lllinois Retail Merchant Association proposed legislation during the legislative
session that would have IDHS stagger SNAP distribution throughout the month rather
than the first 10 days. The issue with staggering throughout the month will mean that
some receipts will have to stretch their first month of benefits for up to 40 days rather
than 30.

e |DHS and a number of advocates opposed IRMA’s plan. Instead a task force was
established to bring both sides together to develop a plan. The task force must
complete its work by October 1*. Doug will keep the Commission informed of the
progress.

VIl. Commission Meeting Agenda
e Members discussed and agreed upon an agenda for the June 13" meeting.

VIIl. New Business/Updates — No new updates



