ILLINOIS COMMISSION
TO END HUNGER

Steering Committee Minutes

Tuesday, March 12, 2013
1:30-2:30pm
Conference Call

Members in Attendance: Kate Maehr, Cristal Thomas, Caronina Grimble (for Michelle Saddler),
Dawn Melchiorre, NKH

I. Minutes from last meeting:
* No changes

Il. Update on Work Groups
a) No Kid Hungry
e School Breakfast

0 Governor’s Challenge event will take place next Wed, 3/20 in Springfield. Event will
recognize winners of 12 competitive grants pertaining to providing school breakfast.

0 Kate explained that, thanks to generous private support, additional work to expand
school breakfast for the 2013-2014 school year was under way, including the hiring
of four regional school breakfast coordinators across the state. Those coordinators
are part of the grants given to the St. Louis Area Food Bank, Central lllinois Food
Bank, lllinois Hunger Coalition, and the Illinois Coalition for Community Services.

0 Dawn recapped the key takeaways of the Food Research and Action Center’s (FRAC)
recently released School Breakfast Scorecard. In recent years, IL has risen from last in
school breakfast participation among low-income students to 36",

0 Dawn indicated that a similarly structured state-wide school breakfast scorecard was
in the works and due for publication in August.

e Summer Feeding

0 Dawn recapped the intention of IL NKH, in conjunction with GCFD, to publish a report
in early April on the status of SFSP in Chicago. Research and planning is under way.

0 Dawn briefly explained the process for awarding grants to SFSP sites in need of
funding to launch or maintain a site in 2013. She explained that Share Our Strength is
the primary source of these funds.

O Cristal recalled that, in 2012, SFSP outreach had been conducted through parent
networks of some kind. She asked if such outreach would be part of the plan for
2013. Dawn explained that at this stage, funding was not available to conduct that
program again, but she was hopeful that a source may be found.

b) Vulnerable Adults

® Dawn provided a brief update on the work of the Vulnerable Adults workgroup since the
steering committee’s last meeting.
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® She shared that research had been conducted on the extent to which the various social
service and healthcare provider networks serving various population (veterans, older
adults, mentally ill, the homeless, etc.) are conscious of food security as an issue facing
their clientele. That research had fueled the workgroups discussion as to what could be
done to improve awareness within these networks.

¢) Underserved Populations
e TEFAP
O Kate reviewed for the Steering Committee discussions that had occurred at a 1/10/13
meeting she had attended discussing the status of TEFAP in lllinois. Feeding Illinois
and IDHS continue to work towards a compromise that will maintain the high quality
while increasing efficiency.

e Dawn shared that a partnership between the Farmers Markets Association, Lt.
Governor’s Office of Rural Affairs, and the members of the Underserved Work Group
completed a survey of farmers markets and food pantries to find models of
partnerships. Results of the survey will be forthcoming.

(0]

lll. Hunger Summit — April 30th
a) Possible Keynote Speaker
® Kate shared with the committee a hope that Bob Aiken, CEO of Feeding America, would
be available to deliver the keynote address at this year’s Hunger Summit.
b) Possible Workshops
® Dawn summarized the progress that has been made to date developing workshop topics
for the Summit. She shared that both Committee members and member agencies from
GCFD had been consulted and a DRAFT list of 8-10 likely topics had been established.
Those topics include: Outreach to Older Adults, Outreach to Veterans, Nutrition
Education, No Kid Hungry, Farmers Markets Partnerships, USDA 101, CQC’s, and Mining
Data.
c) Lobby Day
Kate explained the plan for the GCFD-led Lobby Day immediately succeeding the Hunger
Summit. She reminded the group that given its status, the Commission is not allowed to
participate in lobbying activities.

IV. Membership

® The group discussed the legislatively mandated requirement to add a Republican
senator to the Commission following Sen. Milner’s departure from the Senate.

® Best methods for filling this process were discussed. Cristal recommended
contacting/involving the Senate minority leadership team for their assistance.

® Dawn explained that efforts had been taken to recruit representation from AARP to sit
on the Commission, but AARP, while very interested and engaged in the Vulnerable
Populations work group, does not have the capacity to become a Commission Member.

® Dawn shared that Catholic Charities has expressed an interest in serving on the
Commission. The steering committee was agreeable to adding representation from
Catholic Charities.



ILLINOIS COMMISSION
TO END HUNGER

V. Commission’s Report
® Dawn explained that work on the 2013 Commission Report was underway and that
publication should be expected in late April.

VI. New Business/Updates



