ILLINOIS COMMISSION
TO END HUNGER

Steering Committee Minutes

Wednesday, November 7, 2012
Conference Call

In Attendance: Kate Maehr, Cristal Thomas, Frank Finnegan, Cristal Thomas, Mark Ishaug, Dawn
Melchiorre

I.  Minutes from last meeting - Minutes were approved

Il. Update on Work Groups
a) No Kid Hungry — Dawn Melchiorre provided an update

Governor Quinn held a press conference at Irving Elementary School in the Berwyn
South School District on October 12™. The school district instituted Breakfast in the
Classroom (BIC) voluntarily in 2010 and has seen tremendous results. A school board
member expressed his opposition of implementing BIC; however, he completely
changed his mind after witnessing the positive effects in his son’s classroom. At the
event, Governor Quinn announced at the press conference that he would be holding a
meeting of district superintendants at the Governor’s mansion in March.

Kate Maehr discussed a funding opportunity that GCFD is working on to expand the NKH
work within School Breakfast. In anticipation of funding, NKH has invited a few
organizations to apply for funding hire a breakfast coordinator to outreach to schools in
their area. The NKH committee members will review those grant applications and once
funding is secured the organizations will be announced.

NKH gave out 12 SFSP grants to organizations to expand their SFSP programs. Also, NKH
piloted a door to door outreach plan with COFIl in the Humboldt Park, Auburn Gresham
and South Shore neighborhoods of Chicago. The “parent ambassadors” knocked on
over 4900 doors reaching close to 2500 people over a 6 week time period. NKH and
GCFD will be preparing a Chicago SFSP report for release in the spring of 2013 that will
detail the work of NKH in Chicago.

b) Vulnerable Adults — Dawn Melchiorre provided the update
The Department on Aging is working with the Vulnerable Adults committee to review

the programs under the Older American’s Adult Act. The work group is exploring
possible partnerships to move the recommendations forward including more research
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into possible SNAP waivers for Older Adults and gaining a better understanding of the
work and partners that serve Veterans/current military and their families. The work
group hopes to have solid recommendations by March.

¢) Underserved Populations

Underserved work group will now have Matt Dace (St. Louis Area Food Bank) co-chairing
along with Marla Goodwin in place of Tracy Smith. The work group has focused its
attention on the issues surround TEFAP after Feeding lllinois sent a letter to the
Commission asking the Commission to investigate the program. A number of
constructive meetings have taken place between IDHS and member food banks that will
continue. IDHS had provided recommendations for review by the Feeding lllinois food
bank membership. All parties will continue to work together to come to a compromise
that addresses the food banks concerns while maintaining the quality of the nationally
recognized program.

lll. Updates on Membership

a)

Commission Membership

Frank Finnegan, president of the St. Louis Area Food Bank, will be taking the place of
Tracy Smith who as resigned from Feeding lllinois. Frank will become a member of the
Steering Committee. Matt Dace, Senior VP of St. Louis Area Food Bank, will co-chair the
Underserved Populations work group with current chair Marla Goodwin.

Janine Lewis was formally appointed to the Commission by the Governor’s office and
will be chairing the No Kid Hungry Committee. We still have an at large spot and Kate
and Dawn will talk with AARP about their participation. Cristal Thomas will follow-up
with the Department of Natural Resources for the name of their designee in
replacement of Jay Curtis who retired.

IV. Commission Meeting Agenda setting

a)

b)

Update from all workgroups — Dawn Melchiorre will contact all of the chairs of work
groups to ask them for their updates at the Commission meeting. Frank Finnegan will
assist in the discussion of TEFAP.

Update of Commission Report for 2013 — Kate and Cristal will ask for suggestions from
Commission members of possible formats for the report. Mark Ishaug will forward to
Dawn examples of reports for reference.

Possibility of a statewide summit in April of 2013 — Kate explained that Feeding lllinois
will be unable to have a Hunger Summit as they had in the past as currently the
organization is without paid staff. Members inquired on the possibility of the
Commission finding the resources to hold the Summit as a way to continue to engage
partners. Dawn and Kate will work to identify resources for a summit.
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d) Federal updates — Farm bill - Members asked that the Commission receive a briefing on
the current status of the Farm Bill and how it relates to Illinois. Kate will ask Doug
Schenkelberg from GCFD to prepare some materials for the Commission meeting.

V. New business/ Next meeting — There was no new business. The meeting was adjourned.



