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Children and Families at Risk Working Group
Meeting Minutes
March 1, 2012 2:30 – 4:00pm
Voices for Illinois Children, Suite 1490, 208 South La Salle Street, Chicago, IL
Conference Call Info for Meeting-
Conference Dial-in Number: (866) 210-1669 
Participant Access Code: 5809590#



1. Attendance 
In Person: Kathy Ryg (Voices for Illinois Children), Dawn Melchiorre (Greater Chicago Food Depository), John Cheney Egan (DCFS), Julie Mikkelson (USDA), Robin Levy (Midwest Dairy Council)
Phone: Tom Browning (Illinois Action for Children), Barb Karacic (Holy Family Food Pantry), Mike McKenna (Share Our Strength) Kumar Chandran (Share Our Strength), Madeleine Levin (FRAC), Kristin Frank (Midwest Diary Council)
2. Review timeline for Commission to End Hunger report release, No Kid Hungry Campaign launch, and action plan
· Report release and Campaign Launch – the Commission to End Hunger Report will be released and the No Kid Hungry Campaign launched on Wednesday March 14th at 1:00pm at the Parker Elementary School in Englewood.  All Commission and workgroup members are encouraged to attend.  A copy of the report will be sent to all Commissioners and Kathy Ryg encouraged everyone to review and send to their networks.  Any questions concerning the launch should be addressed to Dawn Melchiorre the Campaign Manger.
3. Discussion of draft action plan for No Kid Hungry– Dawn Melchiorre walked everyone through the Year One plan for the No Kid Hungry (NKH) Campaign.  The Campaign will house the recommendations of the Commission’s Children and Families at Risk workgroup.  Because of the partnership with Share Our Strength, the Campaign will have resources to work to expand participation in the School Breakfast Program and the Summer Feeding Service Program.
· School Breakfast – Illinois currently ranks 44th in the nation in breakfast participation with only 39 out of 100 students eligible for free or reduced priced lunch getting breakfast.  If Illinois could raise that to 60 out of 100, the state could capture an additional $38.7 million a year in federal funds.  In Year One, the NKH campaign and the Midwest Diary Council (MDC) will be introducing a Breakfast Challenge that will give cash prizes to schools that are the top in increasing participation in their tier.  There will be four tiers with three prizes of $5,000, $3,000 and $1,000.To get schools started, ISBE, NKH and MDC will be hosting two Breakfast Summits in April to give schools the information they need to move forward.  Also, NKH and MDC will have mini-grant dollars available to aid in implementation for schools.  Any school interested in the MDC grants will need to implement the Fuel Up to Play 60 program which Robin Levy explained. There will also be outreach resources for schools and community leaders to use to gain support including parent letters/flyers, templates for letters to the editors, and ideas for press coverage for schools.  Many of the members of the workgroup expressed interest in getting their organizations involved in the awareness and outreach efforts.  Kathy suggested getting the PTA and P-20 council the information.    Dawn will follow-up with everyone once the Challenge is launched. 
· Summer Feeding Service Program- Illinois- like most states- only serve 14.7% of those children eligible for summer feeding; ranking 24th in the country.  Summer is a difficult time to reach children and their families especially if their local school does not have a summer school program.  In rural areas, the issue of transportation is a major barrier in reaching kids.  The USDA is piloting different models such as increasing EBT benefits in the summer for families with children; however, those models will not have a full evaluation ready for a couple of years.  The NKH campaign will focus on outreach to sites/sponsors and families to increase participation.  The outreach strategy will include using the Illinois Hunger Coalition hotline and a new texting number sponsored by Share Our Strength on statewide posters, flyers, and palm cards.  Additionally, NKH will have small mini-grants available for sites/sponsors to support increasing participation in SFSP.  Dawn will email all members when the grant application is ready.  
· Child and Adult Feeding Program (CACFP) – John Egan explained the difficulties surrounding the licensing issues between CACFP and DCFS.  ISBE and DCFS are working on developing a better form to determine if a site is license exempt or not.  There is a workgroup meeting about this subject consisting of ISBE, DCFS, and Feeding Illinois.  Madeleine Levin from FRAC offered to put the workgroup in touch with FRAC’s CACFP experts to give the group perspective from other states.  As of right now, no one is being turned down for reimbursement however the issue needs to be resolved soon. 
4. Feeding Illinois Hunger Conference – the Feeding Illinois Conference is scheduled for March 21st and 22nd in Springfield.  The 21st will be an all-day conference with the 22nd dedicated as a Lobby Day.  If Commission and workgroup members would like to attend, please visit the Feeding Illinois website or contact Tracy Smith or Carissa Gomez.
5. Next Steps: No Kid Hungry Committee Meeting –Once the Commission report is released and the No Kid Hungry Campaign launched, the Children and Families at Risk Workgroup will become the No Kid Hungry Committee.  Dawn will work to schedule a meeting in May.  
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