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Children and Families at Risk Working Group
Meeting AgendaMinutes
December 8, 2011 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Voices for Illinois Children, Suite 1490, 208 South La Salle Street, Chicago, IL

Action steps:
· DCFS sub group will meet in two weeks to continue discussion on simplifying the process for summer food service programs.
· Kate Maehr will discuss with Cristal Thomas how these recommendations will fit into the Budgeting for Results process.
· Kate Maehr will look into an appropriate timeframe for Goal 1 in consultation with FRAC, SOS and Feeding America.
· Dawn Melchiorre will present this question to the Underserved Populations group.
· Dawn Melchiorre will share a revised draft of the recommendations next week for comment.
· Contact Carissa Gomez or Tracy Smith if you would like to join the Feeding Illinois Conference working group.
· Send invitation list for Feeding Illinois Conference to Carissa Gomez.
Minutes:

Conference Call Info for Meeting-
Conference Dial-in Number: (866) 210-1669 
Participant Access Code: 5809590#



1. Attendance: Mark Haller (ISBE), Kate Maehr (Greater Chicago Food Depository), Tracy Smith (Feeding Illinois), Dawn Melchiorre (Greater Chicago Food Depository), Allison Forrer(Feeding Illinois), Kathy Ryg (Voices for Illinois Children), Julie Mikkelson (USDA), Nicole Robinson (Kraft Foundation), Barb Karacic (Holy Fmaily Food Pantry), Barbara Rose(Local Food, Farms and Jobs Council), Carissa Gomez (Feeding Illinois)
2. Approval of October Meeting Minutes: Tracy moved, Julie seconded, minutes were approved
3. Meeting for DCFS:
· The group met and it helped to clarify some of the issues.
· John is working with DCFS to see what can be done to simplify the process.
· Mark is reaching out to other states to see how they have handled this situation.
· A follow up meeting is scheduled for two weeks from now.
4. Review timeline for workgroups , recommendations and final report
· Timeframe for the report release may be moved up to February.
· Draft of the report will be presented at the Commission meeting in January.
5. Discussion of draft recommendations for Children and Family Work Group
· Dawn has since taken the drafted recommendations and has begun the task of simplifying them to present to the General Assembly and the public.  This has been structured as a high level presentation of goals and strategies. 
· An action plan with measurable recommendations will be created in addition to this report. This will be released separately.
· Kathy recommended looking at how the action plan will fit into the discussion of Budgeting for Results. Kate will follow up with Cristal to discuss this further.
6. Review draft recommendations for other workgroups
· Goal 1: 
i. Discussion on whether this goal could be more specific or at least recognize the scope of what the issue is. Dawn clarified that the full report will contain information of the state of hunger in Illinois and the current services that are available.
ii. The working group requested more details on the timeline of the work. Kathy recommended having a measurable goal for ending childhood hunger. Kate will look into an appropriate timeframe for this in consultation with FRAC, SOS and Feeding America.
iii. 1.1: USDA already has some goals for this area already.
iv. The report will include information about the barriers that programs face and how to deal with them.
v. Is 2.1 really two strategies? Change language to better clarify the groups of children these strategy aims to serve.
vi. Under 2.2 it would be helpful to be more specific about the programs this strategy is referring to.
vii. Kathy recommended including a strategy for SNAP enrollment for non school age children.  Possibly add WIC to this strategy as well. Opportunity to partner with programs currently engaging this population, being aware that this may include involving organizations in thinking about hunger issues which could be new for them.
viii. 3.1 Add the language that goes beyond investigation of projects. Barb suggested “duplicating successful projects.” 
ix. 3: Need more direct connections to how public/private partnerships will be utilized as a strategy. Kathy recommended that as a recommendation any discussion of partnerships should remain specific to children’s programs even if there are similar recommendations for the rest of the report. 
x. 3.2: Add summer as one of the service times.
· Goal 6 is to sum up how the plan will move forward to accomplish the task of the Commission. The suggestion was raised about moving the goal of the No Kid Hungry campaign to Goal 1 to really emphasis that this report has something to move forward on.
· Goal 3: 
i. Include a recommendation about the staggering of food  pantry times.
ii. 3.1 Add more action oriented language for statewide food drive.
iii. Should the language not be “undocumented”? Is this too controversial to be sharing with the general public? Dawn will present this question to the Underserved Populations group.
· Goal 4: Throughout all the conversations with the working groups and the listening tours it was apparent that an outreach plan around hunger issues needed to be part of the final report. One of the key reasons was to reduce the stigma that comes from being hungry and utilizing services.
· Dawn will share a revised draft of the recommendations next week for comment.
· 
7. Feeding Illinois Hunger Conference: Feeding Illinois holds an annual conference for its network of food banks and their partner agencies. This year the conference will be a platform for devising strategies to move the report recommendations into action. 
· Date/location: proposed March 21-22, Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Convention Center in Springfield.
· Advocacy day
· Partnership: Will begin a working group to help plan this conference. This is open to all the working group members, contact Tracy or Carissa if you are interested.
· Also consider who you would like to have invited to this event, including private funders.
· Discussion on working with banks and hospitals to look at Community Reinvestment Act.

8. Next Steps: Commission Meeting and Report Launch
· Commission  Meeting: January 20
· Report launch date is still being determined
i. USDA may be able to have a joint press release
· Will not be scheduling an upcoming working group meeting. Dawn will be reaching out to working group members as she crafts the report.
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