
No Kid Hungry Illinois Committee

Meeting Minutes
May 3, 2012 2:00- 4:00pm
Voices for Illinois Children, Suite 1490, 208 South La Salle Street, Chicago, IL

In Attendance: Kathy Ryg, Robin Levy, Dawn Melchiorre Barbara Rose, John Kwit, Mike McKenna, Kumar Chandran, Kristin Fran, Penny Roth, Mark Haller, Nichole Robinson
1. Welcome and Attendance – Kathy Ryg (chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Minutes from the last meeting were approved. 
2. Review of NKH plan and update – Dawn Melchiorre (NKH Campaign Manager) updated the Committee on the Commission and NKH.  The Commission to End Hunger report was officially released on March 14th and the NKH campaign was formally launched.  While the press coverage was disappointing, the turn-out at the event was great and the children were wonderful.  Copies of the Commission’s report are available on the Commission’s website or contact Dawn for a hard copy.
a. School Breakfast work to date – Since the launch, NKH has held two Breakfast Summits; one in Tinley Park and the other in Springfield.  The Summits were a partnership of ISBE, the Midwest Dairy Council and NKH and were attended by over 100 people.  The Breakfast Challenge was launched at both events.  (Dawn brought the flyers)  The Challenge will examine school breakfast participation data from January – June of 2012 with August – December of 2012.  Those schools with the highest participation (schools were broken-up into four tiers depending on FRP eligibly) will compete to win $5,000, $3,000 or $1,000 within their tier.  We hope to have the winners announced at a ceremony in March of 2013 to correspond with National School Breakfast Week.  
Share Our Strength – through the NKH Campaign – will have grants available for schools to apply to support their work to increase participation in breakfast.  The grants will support schools who are interested in implementing an alternative breakfast model.  Grants will range from $1000 -$5,000 with a deadline of July 18th.  Dawn will send out more information to members.
b. Summer Feeding work to date – Summer Feeding (Summer Food Service Program – SFSP) will be starting at the close of the school year.  NKH has partnered with a number of SFSP sponsors to create flyers, postcards, and door hangers.  The new design was created by our partners at Share Our Strength.  NKH is also working on getting the resources to have a dedicated SFSP website for parents to search for sites in their areas.  A new texting platform will be used as well 
thanks to Share Our Strength.  Individuals will be able to text a code to a number and receive a text back of the closest sites to their address.  
Just like the breakfast grants, Share Our Strength has identified resources to grant to local organizations to support SFSP and increasing their participation.  Organizations have until next 

week to apply for these grants that range from $1,000 - $5,000 and can be used for anything but the purchase of food.  More details and how to apply for the grants are on the NKH website. 

3. Discussion of partners needed to move work forward and how all members can be involved – Kathy Ryg thanked Dawn for the report and asked for members to think about how each organization they represent can aid in moving the NKH work forward and get the information out to our networks. 
Members listed some organizations for possible breakfast connections: School Nutrition Association, School Nurses Association, Associations of school boards, management alliance, Parent Teacher, Principals, School Business officials, Illinois Federation of Teachers, Illinois Education Association.  Kathy asked members to think about their connections with these organizations and follow-up with Dawn to make contact. 
For the SFSP program, members suggested outreach to: Chicago Allies for Youth, Fresh Moves, ICAAP, Girls in the Game, Boys and Girls Clubs, United Way, Boy and Girl Scouts, YMCA, YWCA, Fight Crime Invest in Kids, and the Act Now Council.  Again, Kathy asked members to investigate their connections with these groups and get back to Dawn with ideas.  
USDA offered their support in whatever NKH needed to accomplish goals.  They have a listserv they would be happy to post if there are specific things/requests.  ISBE will also be disseminating the information to schools via the nutrition section of the website, weekly newsletters, and possibly Dr. Koch’s weekly email. 

Members also asked that Dawn present the SFSP grantees and their results at the next meeting in September.  They would also like to see a timeline for the work until the end of the year. 
4. Updates on work  from partners
a. Share Our Strength – Mike McKenna announced some of the results of the SFSP focus group that Share Our Strength conducted in areas throughout the country.  Dawn will email a copy of the report to the group. 
b. Illinois Food Farm and Jobs Council – Barbara Rose will send Dawn a copy of the IFFJC report for the whole group.  IFFJC is happy to participate in this important work.
5. Next Meeting Dates:
September 20, 2012 2:00 – 4:00pm at Voices

December 6, 2012 2:00 – 4:00pm at Voices

