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No Kid Hungry Working Group
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 26, 2015; 1:00pm – 3:00pm
EverThrive Illinois, 1256 W. Chicago Ave, Chicago, IL  60642

Attendees:  Present: Janine Lewis (Co-Chair, EverThrive), Tom Browning (Co-Chair, Illinois Action for Children), Bob Dolgan (GCFD/No Kid Hungry IL), Suzy Lee (GCFD/No Kid Hungry IL), Malaney Varaljay (GCFD/No Kid Hungry IL), Jenny Epstein (EverThrive), Cecilia Tipiani-Fuentes (EverThrive), Katie Klus (Illinois Hunger Coalition), John Farmer (Central Illinois Food Bank), Robin Levy-Brown (Midwest Dairy Council), Tracey Kelsey (Northern Illinois Food Bank), Daylon Duffelmeier (UIC Partnership for Health Promotion), Jonathan Doster (Ounce of Prevention), Barb Karacic (Beacon Place); On the Phone: Sandra Lehner (USDA FNS Midwest Regional Office), Merdis Hudson (USDA FNS Midwest Regional Office), Mark Haller (Illinois State Board of Education), Amy Bianco (Illinois State Board of Education), Jill Edelblute (YMCA of Chicago)
1. Welcome  and approval of minutes from last meeting 

· Janine Lewis welcomed everyone, minutes approved.
2. Introduction of new members, re-introduction of current members  

· Roundtable introduction, welcome new members Barb Karacic and Jill Edelblute
3. Policy overview

· Child Nutrition Reauthorization – Bob Dolgan
· Reviewed CNR worksheet shared at January meeting and Bob presented the resulting No Kid Hungry Working Group CNR Policy Priority sheet.  General:  congress must provide substantial investment of new funding in all programs that strengthen access and support underserved children, ensure nutrition quality and simplify program administration and operation.  Specific recommendations:
· Waive congregate meal requirement for SFSP 

· Drop area eligibility from 50 to 40 percent for SFSP eligibility

· Streamline CACFP and SFSP into one program

· Discussed congregate meal requirement specifics and logistics of implementation – ultimately it is our responsibility to advocate for this and the USDA’s responsibility to determine how to do it.
· Members to propose any suggested edits to document to Bob by Friday, 3/27; if no objections, document may be shared.

· State budget update – Tom Browning and Janine Lewis
· Tom discussed FY15 and Janine reviewed FY16 proposed budget.   Discussed how cuts to Child Care Assistance Program have resulted in centers closing which means we are losing meals.  House Bills 317 and 318 which are currently on the floor and propose 2.2% budget cuts that will affect CCAP - stop payment on child care for children over 6, increase copays.  Not sure if there are Medicaid crossovers that will affect this. Jonathan presented advocacy efforts for 30 – 50% cuts to early prevention care.  Jill will work with GCFD to advocate for children ages 6 – 12 in Y’s summer day camps.  Goal: we need to make sure our clients are at hearings and telling their stories.  
· Breakfast resolution – Suzy Lee
· NKH is working on Breakfast Resolution to present at Hunger Summit and Lobby Day that would mandate all Illinois schools with a 70 percent or higher free and reduced student eligibility rate to implement alternative delivery models such as Breakfast in the Classroom and Grab N Go and to provide alternative breakfast models to all students at no cost.  If this were instituted and all eligible schools served breakfast to 70 percent of their FRP eligible students, 106,726 more children would receive breakfast in one year.  Our current goal is to increase participation by 19,000. 
· If the resolution passes, the No Kid Hungry Working Group (spearheaded by the GCFD NKH IL team) will commit to creating a report to present to the General Assembly detailing the financial implications of the mandate and demonstrating that is will be a self-funded.  
· The resolution should be finalized within a week and Rebecca Frazin at GCFD will reach out to the Working Group and other partners for co-sponsorship.
4. Providing meals during school strikes – Barbara Karacic 
· Barb presented that the recent Waukegan School District teachers strike resulted in 714,000 meals missed by 7,000 children.  How do we prevent this and what happens to the meals.  Is there a contingency plan?  Mark informed the group that when ISBE is notified of a potential strike they work with the school district directly to come up with an action plan to serve children meals and still receive reimbursements.  An action plan can be in place but the final decision to implement once the strike occurs comes down to the school district.  A plan with the food service director in Waukegan was developed but the administration decided not to act.  
· Janine proposed the creation of an ad-hoc group of NKH Working Group members to develop an official contingency plan to post to the Commission website.  Barb, ISBE and NKH to coordinate. 
5. At-risk, after-school summary of research and brainstorm next steps – Malaney Varaljay
· Malaney announced No Kid Hungry grants deadlines.  $25,000 is allotted for calendar year 2015.  Applications are accepted on a rolling basis through November 15 with three deadlines – May 15, August 15, November 15.  $10,000 will be distributed the first round and $7,500 each for the second and third. 
· Announced Illinois CACFP informational webinar for mid-April
· The strategy for increasing participation targets three populations: 1) SFSP sponsors – convert to offering meals year round, 2) Recruit larger umbrella after-school organizations such as Boys and Girls Clubs, 21st Century Learning Centers, YMCA’s to become sponsors or encourage their sites to partner with sponsoring organizations, 3) Convert schools serving after-school snacks through NSLP to serve meals through CACFP.  
· Goal is to add sponsors and sites and then in the longer term focus on outreach to increase participation at the site level.  Question was raised of open vs. closed sites.  Most at-risk sites are enrolled programs and it is up to the program to allow drop-ins on a discretionary basis.  Regulations state that meals must be available to all children regardless of whether or not they participate in the activities or are enrolled in the program, therefore no child should be turned away from receiving a meal.  
6. Cooking Matters Update – EverThrive staff
· 17 courses completed in Q1, 156, 77 participants in grocery store tour. Q2-13 classes scheduled so far.  Another store tour day in July.  
· Three fundraisers – chili cookoff with Right Point Corporation, Dill Pickle co-op donation jars, Passion House Coffee and Vera Wine Dinner hosted fundraising dinner.
· Available to do cooking demonstrations so contact if interested.  Recently completed demos at Evanston Erie Health Center, at Northwestern University and Healthy Start.
· Potential CDPH, WIC, and Gaples Institute partnerships

· American Heart Association and Walmart grant will help donate funds for food cost for cooking demos
7. Summer Food Service Program Update – Suzy Lee 
· Distributed state map created by ISBE showing target counties by meal participation data.  15 counties targeted for 2015.  
· Completed 5 information sessions with ISBE in East St Louis, Joliet, Lincoln, Waukegan and Elgin for community partners to engage in sponsorship.   
· Will participate in ISBE’s mandatory statewide SFSP sponsor trainings, presenting social media opportunities for sponsors.  Goals for social media are to increase awareness, and give parents an image of what the program is to share no income eligible and everyone is eligible.  
· Call for Workgroup to connect potential sponsors with NKH, ISBE, IHC.
· Gave update on Kickoff events – 11 last year which increase participation at those sites by 52% (excluding Chicago).  Local media presence at events was biggest indicator of increase.  Goal for this year 20.  
8. Other updates 
a. 2015 Illinois Hunger Summit and Lobby Day – Janine Lewis
i. Greater Chicago Food Depository Hunger Summit May 5, Lobby Day May 6, registration thru April 10.
b. Rise and Shine Illinois – Bob Dolgan
i. Illinois Breakfast Week – February 23 - 27.  Released Illinois Breakfast Report 2013 – 2014 school year in collaboration with Heartland Alliance.  Showed that we increased in ADP over the last three years.  Had Kickoff event in Decatur and a roundtable at the Central Illinois Food Bank, with a member of Governor Rauner’s office in attendance.  

ii. Upcoming Breakfast grant deadlines: April 15, June 15

iii. Share Breakfast PSA’s which are loaded on the Rise & Shine website

c. Social Innovation Fund opportunity – Bob Dolgan
i. Opportunity offered through Share Our Strength to fund work specifically in Cook County focusing on all Child Nutrition Programs and including SNAP and WIC.  NKH will find out if they received the funding in about two weeks.

d. USDA farm to pre-school initiative – Merdis Hudson
i. New initiative from USDA, similar to regulations for Farm to School but a little more flexible to encourage participation by child care centers visit website and encourage partners to consider 
9. Next steps – Janine Lewis and Tom Browning
· Develop Strike Task Force group

· Provide final feedback for CNR Priorities by Friday 3/27

· GCFD reach out about Breakfast Resolution co-sponsorship opportunities

· Send out At-Risk webinar and grant information

· Share summer meals information and provide contacts to NKH for potential sponsors

· Next Meeting:  June 25th at EverThrive 

