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No Kid Hungry Working Group
Illinois Commission to End Hunger
Meeting Minutes
12.18.2014 Meeting 
EverThrive Illinois 1256 W. Chicago Ave 1:00 – 2:30pm

In Attendance: 
Janine Lewis (Co-Chair) – EverThrive Illinois
Tom Browning (Co-Chair) – Illinois Action for Children 
Bob Dolgan – Greater Chicago Food Depository

Steven McCullough – Greater Chicago Food Depository 
Suzy Lee – Greater Chicago Food Depository & No Kid Hungry Illinois
Malaney Varaljay – Greater Chicago Food Depository & No Kid Hungry Illinois 

Jenny Epstein – EverThrive Illinois
Lilah Handler – EverThrive Illinois & Cooking Matters
Ceci Tipiani-Fuentes – EverThrive Illinois & No Kid Hungry Illinois 

Nadeen Israel – EverThrive Illinois
Katie Klus -  Illinois Hunger Coalition & No Kid Hungry Illinois

Robin Levy Brown – Midwest Dairy Council

Jonathon Doster – The Ounce of Prevention Fund
Daylan Duffelmeier – UIC Chicago Partnership for Health Promotion
Patricia Islas – Community Organizing and Family Issues (COFI)
Heather Bunker - COFI Parent
In Attendance by phone: 
Matt Beltrami – Share Our Strength 
Jennifer Huson – Illinois Coalition for Community Services & No Kid Hungry Illinois
Kris DeSmedt – Northern Illinois Food Bank 
Diane Doherty – Illinois Hunger Coalition
1. Welcome and approval of minutes from last meeting – Janine Lewis welcomed everyone and asked for any additions to the minutes from the last meeting.  Minutes were approved.
2. Introduction of new members, re-introduction of current members – Roundtable introductions of members in the room and those on the phone. Tom Browning announced as new No Kid Hungry Working Group Co-Chair.
3. 2015 Work Plan – The No Kid Hungry Working Group Work Plan was distributed and high level goals were reviewed.  This is a working document – more specific action items and the programs with which we will work to accomplish each objective will be more thoroughly defined.  Janine, Tom and Bob will sit down separately to flush out.  
· Rise and Shine Illinois (breakfast) – Suzy Lee shared the results of the Rise and Shine Illinois breakfast campaign launch in September 2014.  26 million total impressions have been made via the Rise and Shine website, social media sites and out of home advertising.  As a result of program outreach, 309 parents, food service administrators or school authorities have requested additional program or grant information and have been connected with a Breakfast Coordinator.   $22.8k of the $23k grant funds available for the December 15 application deadline were distributed. The grant application goal for the end of June 2015 deadline is 60; 15 have already been received.  $100k in grant funding is available for calendar year 2015. The 2013-2014 Illinois Breakfast Report is slated to be released by the end of February 2015, data pending.  Data will be presented aggregately by district as well as by individual school to more clearly illustrate participation levels and the amount of unutilized federal funds.  
· At-Risk After School – Tom Browning and Malaney Varaljay shared the results of the first statewide At-Risk After-School Meals Summit held at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on December 9th, 2014.  60 representatives from 30 organizations were in attendance - composed primarily of SFSP sponsors interested in becoming CACFP or organizations that are currently sponsors of both programs.  Strategies to increase awareness and participation for 2015 include the hosting of several regional summits and a texting campaign. Malaney will create a site location map and distribute to the Working Group and also post on the Rise and Shine and No Kid Hungry IL websites.  
· Policy Opportunities – Child Nutrition Reauthorization and Breakfast Mandate – Bob Dolgan distributed two handouts on CNR and reviewed some of the key recommendations.  The bill will expire September 30th, 2015 and the goal is to not let Congress put an extension on the reauthorization.  As a Working Group, we need to develop an Illinois priorities document, based on the national recommendations of FRAC, Share Our Strength and Feeding America.  We also need to identify stories that we can share to illustrate the success of current programming.  Regarding the breakfast mandate, the 40% free and reduced-price  (FRP) mandate will remain but we’d like to look at adding in an alternative model mandate, ie. if 70% of students are FRP, then an alternative breakfast model such as Breakfast in the Classroom or Grab N Go must be implemented.  We need to research the number of districts this would apply to, and the financial implications and then determine the proposed FRP percentage.   
· Additional items of discussion for incorporation into the Work Plan/action steps – Cooking Matters and opportunities to engage and provide food for parents at SFSP sites – looking specifically at having SNAP Outreach and local food pantry representation at sites.  
4. Social Innovation Fund (SIF) grant opportunity – Bob Dolgan presented the SIF grant (federal grant administered through SOS) that No Kid Hungry is applying for.  In addition to child nutrition programs (breakfast, summer and at-risk) we are adding to the scope Cooking Matters, SNAP and WIC.  Bob requested from the group ideas for how we can support WIC.  Robin Brown offered to assist.  Application deadline is December 31st, 2014.
5. Cooking Matters Update – Lilah Handler presented Cooking Matters statistics from 2014.  Total of 103 classes, 1525 participants with a graduation rate of 88% and 46 grocery tours with 182 participants.  For calendar year 2015, the goal is to have 75 courses, 600 participants and 15 tours with 150 participants.  Jenny Epstein shared 2015 partnerships and pilot programs: Tastebuds partnership with Purple Asparagus and Topbox;  partnership with Chicago Department of Public Health and WIC to implement Cooking Matters programming; two preliminary pilot programs with Illinois Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics (ICAAP) and the Gaples Institute.  
6. Summer Food Service Program Update – Suzy Lee shared that the 2014 summer numbers are still preliminary and cannot be officially announced.  They are at least greater than a 10% increase.  The Summer Food Partner meeting will be held either January 21st or 26th – any group is welcome to attend.  15 counties were targeting in 2014, new target counties will be finalized at this meeting.  
7. Other Updates – Janine Lewis proposed that we develop a contingency plan for how to feed children when schools go on strike.  Action is to include the Health Department Preparedness/Emergency Relief department in this conversation.  Potential solutions are to direct children to CACFP At-Risk sites and Emergency centers.  The Illinois Hunger Summit is in Springfield on May 5th, 2015 and Lobby Day is on May 6th.  Presentation abstracts for the Summit are due in early January.  
8. Next steps and key dates – 1) Further develop action steps for Work Plan. 2) Create Illinois fact/priority sheet for CNR. 3) Obtain success stories for utilization in CNR proposals. 3) Create and distribute map of statewide At-Risk Sites. 4) Define At-Risk outreach strategy for 2015.  5) Develop food contingency plan for school strikes.  NKH Work Group 2015 Meeting Calendar: the last Thursday of March, June and September and the second Thursday in December. 
9. The next meeting is scheduled for March 26th, 2015 at EverThrive. 
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