
No Kid Hungry Illinois Committee

Meeting Minutes
October 25, 2012 1:00 – 2:30pm
1. Attendance: Janine Lewis, Robin Levy, Dawn Melchiorre Barbara Rose, Allison Forrer, Diane Doherty, Tom Browning, Paula Corrigan-Halpern, John  Cheney Egan,  Mark Haller, Barb Karacic, Jacqueline Pipitone, Michline Peikarski, Madeleine Levin
2. Introduction of new chair and new members –Janine Lewis – the new chair of the No Kid Hungry Committee- introduced herself and her organization Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition which she serves as Executive Director.  Illinois Maternal focuses on community development, education, and policy and advocacy and runs five main campaigns including the Campaign to Save Our Mothers and Babies, Illinois Premature Infant Health Network, Chicago Area Immunization Campaign, Illinois Coalition for School Health Centers, Health Care Reform, and Text4Babies.  Janine expressed her excitement in chairing the NKH committee and looks forward to working with everyone. 
Michline Peikarski representing the Illinois School Nutrition Association introduced herself. She will be one of a couple of people who will represent ISNA.  
3. Review of NKH plan and update on work 
a. School Breakfast  - Challenge , Grants, Upcoming Events
Dawn Melchiorre updated everyone on the School Breakfast Challenge that was kicked-off in April.  Schools will compete within four tiers based on their free and reduced price lunch eligibility.  January – June of 2012 data will be compared with August – December of 2012 to determine the schools with the highest percentage of increase.  Within each tier there will be $5,000, $3,000 and $1,000 winners.  Working with our partners of ISBE and Midwest Dairy, we hope to award the winners in March of 2013 and kick-off the next years challenge. 

Janine Lewis discussed Governor Quinn’s press conference on October 12th at Irving Elementary School in Berwyn.  Irving is a model of success in implementing Breakfast in the Classroom.  Janine had the opportunity to meet the Irving school nurse who loves BIC and talked about how many fewer children visit her office complaining about headaches and stomach aches now that they have BIC.  At the event, the Governor promised to hold a public event in March of 2013 to encourage more schools to offer BIC to their students.  
Janine introduced the School Breakfast Project Grants that the NKH Campaign hopes to have funded soon.  Organizations will be invited to apply for the grants.  NKH hopes to eventually fund five organizations that will hire a dedicated breakfast coordinator who will work at a regional level with schools to support and encourage schools to implement alternative breakfast 
models.   Janine asked NKH committee members to volunteer to serve as reviewers for the grants once the funding is received and the grant applications are submitted.  Also, members were asked to submit organization names that should be given an invitation to apply.  

The Campaign is also looking for funding to produce an Illinois School Breakfast Report Card that will included all school districts in Illinois and their school breakfast participation levels.  Dawn is in discussions with the University of Illinois Family Resiliency Center to produce the report upon approval funding. 
In addition to the School Breakfast Project Grants, Share Our Strength has grants for schools in implement an alternative breakfast model.  Robin Levy of Midwest Dairy also spoke of their grant opportunities to support breakfast programs. 

b. Summer Feeding  - Outreach, COFI project, Grants, Summit
The Summer Food Service Program has finished and we should have final participation numbers soon.  Dawn reviewed a few of the new initiatives the NKH Campaign provided this year including (1) website, (2) texting number, (3) mini-grants, and (4) statewide outreach materials.  

Thanks to funding from the Chicago Community Trust, NKH was also able to develop a door-to-door outreach pilot with COFI.  (Communities Organizing and Family Issues).  Trained parent ambassadors went door to door for six weeks during June and July in the Auburn Gresham, South Shore and Humboldt Park neighborhoods.  They knocked on over 4900 doors, reaching over 2400 individuals and completed 1200 surveys.  There are a number of lessons learned that Dawn will be compiling into a report in the upcoming months. 
Due to funding from Share Our Strength and Chicago Community Trust, the Campaign was able to provide over $52,000 in mini-grants to organization to help support expansion of their SFSP program.  The grants ranged between $3000 - $9,000.

Planning for summer of 2013 has begun and NKH will be sponsoring a Summer Food Summit along with the USDA, ISBE and Illinois Hunger Coalition.  Over 100 people have registered for the event from around the state.  The focus of the summit is to build collaboration and support for SFSP sponsors from around the state.  Diane Doherty mentioned the Chicago SFSP work group that is co-convened by Illinois Hunger Coalition and USDA.  Outside of this Chicago focused work group, sponsors of SFSP do not have an opportunity to meet each other and develop collaborative partnership. 

4. Discussion of lessons learned/challenges of NKH to date and plans to move forward –Janine asked the members if they could think about what other organizations need to be at the table to move NKH forward.    Barbara Rose mentioned the farm to school organizations; Penny Roth at IDHS is involved in those groups and served on NKH.  Dawn will reach out to Penny for more information.
Diane Doherty mentioned inviting the Interagency Nutrition Council members to join NKH.  Dawn will follow up with Penny Roth.  It was also suggested that we investigate adding school board associations, principals, and business directors to the committee.  Diane will help Dawn with the outreach. 
5. Advocacy agenda for Illinois FY 2014 budget- With the Fiscal Year 2014 budget is being developed by state agencies.  In FY 13, the Illinois Free School Breakfast reimbursement rate was cut from the mandated .15 cents to .6 cents by the General Assembly.  Diane Doherty and Dawn will work together to develop an advocacy agenda for the work group to review for the December meeting. 
6. Updates on work of partners - FRAC, SOS, IHC, others –Madeleine Levin from FRAC provided a report on the FRAC breakfast work in Elgin.  There will be 10 schools implementing BIC and they are working on having a public event to know about their work.  Madeleine will provide the details of the event to the committee.
Barb Karacic provided an update on the work of her organization – Holy Family Food Pantry.  They ran a SFSP program two days a week for six weeks averaging 189 children a day.  Through private funding they were able to provide a parent with a meal and nutrition education.  They had children lining up at 8:30am for an 11:00am feeding time. They also started a backpack program for the weekends with satellite distribution at the North Chicago high school.   

7. Next Meeting Dates:  All meetings will be held at Illinois Maternal and Child Health and via conference call.
· December 17, 2012 -1:00 – 2:30pm

· March 21, 2013 – 1:00 – 2:30pm

· June 20, 2013 – 1:00 – 2:30pm

· September 19, 2013 – 1:00 – 2:30pm

· December 19, 2013 – 1:00- 2:30pm
