ILLINOIS COMMISSION
TO END HUNGER

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

9-11 a.m.

James R. Thompson Center, Chicago

Attendance: Cristal Thomas, Kate Maehr, Peter Vina, Angel Gutierrez, Kerry Lofton, Frank Finnegan,

Janine Lewis, Leah Bradford, Karen Lehman; on the phone: Barb Karacic, Ahlam Jbara, Mary Ellen

Abbott, Amy Rynell, Betsy Creamer, Gary Tomlin, Mark Haller; also attending: Kathy Chan (Cook County
Health), Steven McCullough (GCFD) Bob Dolgan (GCFD), Rebecca Frazin (GCFD), Terri Nally (Feeding
Illinois), Tim English (USDA), Tom Browning (lllinois Action for Children), Suzy McNamara (Top Box

Foods), MacKenzie Speer (Shriver Center).

Minutes from last meeting
Peter Vina motioned to approve, and Leah Bradford seconded

Hunger in America - lllinois profile — Kate Maehr provided state highlights from the
national hunger study—the largest ever study of hunger in the United States. Feeding
America issued community, state and national reports this fall — 46 million Americans are
struggling with hunger. Nearly 1 in 6 lllinois residents — 1,982,400 people — receive food
from a pantry, soup kitchen or shelter that is part of the Feeding America food bank system
in lllinois. The study provided information on the connection between health and hunger,
underscoring the conversation about quality food and interaction with health systems.
Many people are making difficult choices—between food and education, between food and
transportation and food and utilities. The study provided data on the number of veterans
struggling with hunger — 25 percent nationally.

Amy Rynell added that Heartland Alliance has studied the hardship that new veterans face
in terms of accessing benefits. Cristal Thomas added that this type of information tells a
powerful story and can highlight additional partnership opportunities around employment
security, veterans and health care providers. Angel Gutierrez suggested calling together
Senator Kirk and state leaders to have access to this information. Janine Lewis suggested
writing a letter on behalf of the Commission to the new administration on behalf of special
populations as a whole.

Work Group Reports and Work Plans

a. Emergency Food System Work Group — Karen Lehman presented the Work Group plan,
sharing that there’s interest among specialty crop growers in an agricultural clearance
program. The Work Group is testing interest and capacity among growers at an
upcoming conference and has an asset inventory of 16 counties in East Central lllinois.



Farm lllinois is developing a food and agriculture road map for lllinois between now and
April (Karen and Kate Maehr are part of the organization’s Leadership Council). The
group currently is more focused on food systems than agriculture.

No Kid Hungry Work Group — Janine Lewis introduced Tom Browning, Director Child
Nutrition and Wellness Programs, lllinois Action for Children, as co-chair of the Work
Group. Janine shared the Work Group plan, including opportunities around
infrastructure, providing seamless options and no-wrong-door services. The Work Group
also has discussed engaging new partners, linking between hunger and health and
future funding streams. Other goals include: school breakfast utilization and
implementation of alternative models including Breakfast in the Classroom and Grab N
Go and a database to track school breakfast constituents. The Work Group is
participating in the state summer meals plan and will be receiving the number of meals
served in 2014 in December—the Rise and Shine message will be combined with the
summer meals look. The group is developing an at-risk, after-school meals strategy,
including grants to programs—an After-School Summit will take place at the Food
Depository on Dec. 9, convening summer sponsors to provide information and gauge
interest in after-school meals. Child Nutrition Reauthorization will be a focus in 2015, as
well as studying other legislation including meal reimbursement rates and the state
breakfast mandate.

Speaking on behalf of the Work Group, Bob Dolgan of the Food Depository shared an
update on the Rise and Shine lllinois school breakfast campaign, which launched Sept.
22 in the Chicago area, Rockford, Champaign and Springfield. Ads have been posted on
billboards, CTA trains and buses, and digital and social media venues—generating 27
million impressions. The campaign has seen 136 web interest submissions so far, 402
Twitter followers, 380 Facebook likes and 90,268 web pageviews. Work Group partners
have supported the effort by sharing messages with their constituents. Next steps are to
review the fall campaign and prepare for 2015, including identifying a research partner
to help release breakfast data. An lllinois School Breakfast Week will take place in
February to publicize the need among schoolchildren. Kate and Cristal encouraged
Commission members to support the effort by sharing information on social media.

Benefits Access Work Group — Kathy Chan stated that the Work Group has been
focused on providing resources, the phone application and existing materials. The group
has discussed using the Commission website as a resource for downloadable
information. An opportunity exists around engaging with health care partners and
combining the Medicaid and SNAP applications online. The group also is working with
the Department of Human Services to minimize the impact on ABAWDs (Able Bodied
Adults Without Dependents), whose waiver is expiring.

Frank Finnegan asked about the opportunity to provide “double bucks” to SNAP
recipients at farmers markets. Kathy stated that if an opportunity came along that we
could make that happen and study extending it to supermarkets. USDA has a food
nutrition incentive grant application available up to $100 million that incentivizes SNAP
purchases at farmers markets. Karen Lehman and others added that lllinois Farmers
Market Association has been in conversation about the grant. lllinois Alliance to Prevent
Obesity and Consortium to Lower Obesity in Chicago Children have made the grant a
priority. Kate Maehr suggested Benefits Access Work Group could add this to its agenda.



Updates

a. Cristal Thomas reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health applied for a USDA
child nutrition demonstration grant in July. The grant proposal tied food insecurity to
negative health outcomes and explored the connection between health care providers
and the hunger-relief network. The process brought together some nontraditional
partners; federally qualified health centers serve as nutrition hubs. USDA asked IDPH
several clarification questions—an announcement may come in a week or two.

b. Kate Maehr provided an update on the Hunger Summit, which will take place May 5,
2015. Last year’s summit had a standing-room only crowd. The Food Depository’s Lobby
Day will follow on May 6. We are seeking ideas for a summit keynote speaker—last
year’s speech was given by David Beckmann of Bread for the World. The sessions align
closely with the Work Groups, including agriculture, sustainability and health care
arenas. Mary Ellen Abbott suggested former Congressman and SIU President Glenn
Poshard could be a speaker.

c. Janine Lewis provided an update on the Child Nutrition Reauthorization, which is due to
expire on Sept. 30, 2015. The advocacy goal is to expand access to nutrition, and the No
Kid Hungry Working Group will be discussing further at its next meeting. Goals also
could include adding flexibility to the Summer Food Service Program and streamlining
the SFSP to reduce administrative burden. Janine shared a New York Times article that
discussed the debate around school lunch and meal components, which we expect to be
at the forefront again.

Next steps — With a new Governor taking office, Cristal Thomas took the opportunity to
thank Commission members, staff and work group co-chairs for their work. Kate Maehr and
other Commission members expressed their gratitude for Cristal’s passion and commitment
during her time as Commission co-chair. We wish Cristal all the best.

Key dates (2015) -

= May5 Illinois Hunger Summit (Springfield)

= Mayb Lobby Day (Springfield)

= Junell Illinois Commission to End Hunger Meeting (location TBD, central or
southern lllinois)

= November5 Illinois Commission to End Hunger Meeting (Chicago)



