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Vulnerable Adults Working Group
Meeting Minutes
December 19, 2011, 9:00pm – 10:30am
Shriver Center - 50 East Washington St. Suite 500, Chicago, IL 60602

Action Items:
1. Dawn will be distributing another draft of this report and will need feedback as soon as possible in order to move the process along.

2. Working group members are invited to join the Feeding Illinois conference planning committee, email Carissa Gomez, cgomez@feedingillinois.org or Tracy Smith, tsmith@feedingillinois.org, if you are interested.
Minutes:
1. Attendance: 
· In Person: Dan Lesser (Shriver Center), Dawn Melchiorre (GCFD), Katherine Walker (Shriver Center), Carissa Gomez (Feeding Illinois), Allison Forrer (Feeding Illinois), Tracy Smith (Feeding Illinois), Juanita Irizarry (Chicago Community Trust)
· Phone: Barry Taylor (Equip for Equality), Bob Gallo (AARP), Mark Ishaug (AIDS United), Doug Schenkelberg (GCFD), Amy Rynell (Heartland Alliance), Bert Webber (Illinois Department on Aging), Betsy Creamer (Illinois Department on Aging), Terry Solomon (African American Family Commission), Linda Shapiro (Access Community Health)

2. Review timeline for workgroups, recommendations and final report 
· Report will launch between February and early March.
· Restructured recommendations to see where there were common themes and revised the structure for the report.
· Report is intended to be a high level report on the state of hunger and the areas of focus for the Commission. Written with the public and general assembly in mind.

· A very detailed action plan will be released in March at the Feeding Illinois Conference.

3. Discussion of draft recommendations for Vulnerable Adults Work Group
· Goal 2 focus is on vulnerable adults.
· Use “older adults” rather than “seniors” and “people with disabilities” rather than the disabled in describing these populations.
· Working poor might be a better fit under the Underserved Populations goal.

4. Review draft recommendation for other workgroups
· Goal 1: The report must be clear that the goal of ending hunger applies to every person in Illinois and not just to distinct populations such as children and vulnerable adults.  There is language in the introduction and value statement that summarizes the goal of ending hunger in Illinois but is not clear whether this is sufficient to avoid conveying the wrong impression in the Goals.
· Goal 2:
i. Nutrition language should also apply to everyone in Illinois.. The Commission’s goal is not just to end hunger but to improve nutrition. 
ii. Consider a strategy for addressing the needs of the chronically ill.
Goal 3: 
iii. Since the recommendations are primarily focused on immigrant populations, including migrant workers, this should be acknowledged in the goal.
iv. Should consider breaking out transportation issues as a separate goal since it was such a significant issue raised in the listening sessions and it has many different facets.
· Goal 4: 
i. Additional SNAP Outreach training for other service providers.
ii. Provide accessible and accurate benefits information.
· Goal 5: 
i. Recommendation 2: The Commission’s Report must articulate the need for more staff to process SNAP cases on a timely basis, in accordance with federal law, 
ii. However, simply hiring more staff will not be sufficient to address the massive infrastructure problems that IDHS faces.
iii. IDHS must also find ways to process SNAP cases more efficiently, streamlining access to the program and reducing its administrative cost.
iv. Should be sure to include language access.
· Goal 6: Should be sure to connect Goal 4 and 6 to make sure that advocates are also engaged in the public awareness piece. This is an audience that should be included.
· Action: Dawn will be distributing another draft of this report and will need feedback as soon as possible in order to move the process along.
5. Feeding Illinois Hunger Conference

· Date/location: March 21 and 22, Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Conference Center, Springfield, IL.
· Will be an opportunity to gather stakeholders and inform and mobilize them in the efforts of the Commission.

· Advocacy day: March 22, engage state legislators on statewide issues.
· Partnership: All Commission members are invited to join the conference planning committee: Dan Lesser, Bob Gallo, Juanita Irizarry, and Terry Solomon volunteered to assist. Email Carissa or Tracy if interested in joining.

6. Next Steps: Commission Meeting and Report Launch

· Commission Meeting: January 20, 2011
· Launch date will be distributed soon
· Group will meet again late January, early February
