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Vulnerable Adults Work Group
Meeting Agenda
February 17, 2012 9:00 am – 10:30 am
Shriver Center - 50 E. Washington Street, Suite 500, Chicago IL 60602

Conference Call Info for Meeting-

Conference Dial-in Number: (866) 210-1669 

Participant Access Code: 5809590#
1. Attendance
· In Person: Dan Lesser (Shriver Center), Dawn Melchiorre (GCFD, Tracy Smith (Feeding Illinois), Juanita Irizarry (Chicago Community Trust), Barry Taylor (Equip for Equality)
· Phone: Bob Gallo (AARP), Amy Rynell (Heartland Alliance), Bert Webber (Illinois Department on Aging), Terry Solomon (African American Family Commission), David Lloyd (Voices for Illinois Children)
2. Review Hunger Free Illinois and action plans timelines  (Dawn Melchiorre)
· The launch of the Commission to End Hunger report is scheduled for March 14th and will be at a CPS school.  More details on the launch time and location will be emailed out soon.
· At the launch of the report, we will also be launching the Illinois No Kid Hungry Campaign with Share Our Strength a national anti-childhood hunger organization.
· SOS is investing resources to implement the year one plan of the campaign with a focus on school breakfast and summer feeding.
· The Hunger Free Illinois recommendation launch will be delayed until later in the year
· The plan is to have each workgroup meet quarterly with the full Commission meeting twice a year 
3. Discussion of draft action plan for the Vulnerable Adults Work Group (Dan Lesser)
· Dan Lesser gave an explanation of the layout of the chart so the workgroup can develop action steps in line with recommendations from the report.
SNAP Access Barriers: 

· Group discussion SNAP utilization rates of particular vulnerable subsets including seniors, persons with disabilities, chronically ill, homeless and veterans.  Will be difficult to get good data for a number of these populations
· Social Impact will work with the committee to determine what data is available and how it can be sliced to give spotlight the more vulnerable individuals within each group. 
· Concern was raised over the Governor’s proposal to close a number of state facilities and how those transitioning to community based services will access food.  Three different state agencies involved in the planning without consideration of food insecurity in the effected populations.  Juanita Irizarry will help think about how to work with these groups. 
SNAP Policy Changes:
· The Workgroup discussed the need to engage a larger audience to work to enhance state policy around SNAP; suggestion of having a policy and advocacy committee of the Commission to End Hunger to rally around hunger issues like the Poverty Commission
· Concerns were raised about possible legislative issues including drug testing and asset test that would hard the “new poor” those who still have homes but unemployment has devastated their finances.
· Demagnetized LINK cards can leave clients without access to their SNAP funds as many stores do not allow for manual input due to fraud concerns and monitoring.  Workgroup will look into how to solve the problem with the state. 
Organizational Capacity Building:

· Everyone agreed this is a difficult area to attain baseline data and outcomes.  Might have to perform a survey about knowledge of the programs available to people.  Ideas included a pre and post test at training that service providers attend and having a SNAP presentation at many of these events. 
· The engagement of local elected officials and their offices about the programs as many times people will call those offices to help.  

· Need to have a statewide public awareness campaign – similar to Minnesota’s campaign with General Mills – that educates the public about SNAP and how to access it.

SNAP attitudes:

· Recent polling dates shows wide support for the SNAP program need to leverage that support to prevent cuts at the federal level

· However, older adults seem to accept myths about the program including they wouldn’t be eligible or wouldn’t receive much, or they don’t want to take a handout from the government, and they don’t want anyone to know they need help.  
· Possible ideas to counter sigma include the LINK card being a credit card which was discussed a few years ago (but dropped due to cost) and reframing SNAP with older adults as their right after paying taxes for so many years. 

Older Adults Act Program:

· The Older Adults program which provides congregate meals to eligible seniors is an underutilized program.  Need to think out of the box to increase participation.

· AARP had a discount program with Denny’s that was very successful.  Also some local restaurants have become sites that have proven to be very successful in Rockford.  

· Need to think creatively to see how funding streams can be combines to serve the whole family such as summer feeding; seniors taking their grandchildren and eating together.

Nutrition: 

· Access to proper nutrition is a concern for all vulnerable populations not just seniors need to change the chart.
· Hunger in these populations is really a public health issue that doctors need to recognize and then refer.  Are doctors asking their patients if they have regular access to fresh fruit and vegetables especially if they are taking medications?  
· Some disabilities have a food component such as diabetes or HIV that the health provider needs to about how they provide outreach to food programs.
· The hunger and public health funders (philanthropy) need to meet and develop a collaborative strategy.
4. Feeding Illinois Hunger Conference (Tracy Smith)
· Tracy discussed the conference and invited everyone to participate.  It will be held on March 20 – 21st in Springfield at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel.  The first day is the conference and the second day is an advocacy day at the Capitol.  If anyone wants further information they should contact Feeding Illinois.
5. Next Steps: Next Vulnerable Adults Committee date 
