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Vulnerable Adults Work Group
Meeting Minutes
June 11, 2012 2:30pm – 4:00pm
1. Attendance: 
 Dan Lesser (Shriver Center), Dawn Melchiorre (GCFD), Juanita Irizarry (Chicago Community Trust), Barry Taylor (Equip for Equality), Amy Rynell (Heartland Alliance), Burt Weber (Illinois Department on Aging), Terry Solomon (African American Family Commission), Mark Ishaug (Thresholds), Nancy Nelson (AARP), Betsy Creamer (Illinois Department on Aging)
2.  Update of Commission work to date – Dawn Melchiorre gave report
a. Launch of Report 
The Commission’s report was released on March 14th; copies are available on the website or contact Dawn for a hard copy.  The release of the report included a launch of the No Kid Hungry Campaign a recommendation of the Commissions Children and Families at Risk Committee.
b. No Kid Hungry Campaign – The NKH Campaign was launched at the Commission’s release.  Share Our Strength, a national anti-hunger organization, is providing the initial funding with year one priorities of increasing participation in the Summer Food Service Program and School Breakfast Program by five percent.  
Since the launch, NKH has hosted two Breakfast Summits to connect with schools to encourage them to adopt best practice models to increase participation.  The Midwest Dairy Council and the Illinois State Board of Education are key partners.  Together, the partners have launched a Breakfast Challenge – challenging all schools to compete to increase participation and with the top performers being awarded cash prizes in March of 2013. 
NKH – working with many of the key sponsors in the Summer Food Program (SFSP) - introduced new outreach materials for this summer.  It include flyers, post cards, and door hangers as well as a texting platform designed and funded by Share Our Strength and a new website (summerfoodillinois.org) and door to door outreach pilot program funded by Chicago Community Trust.  
3.  Discussion of draft action plan for the Vulnerable Adults Work Group 
SNAP - organizational capacity building

The work group reviewed and discussed the draft work plan for moving the Vulnerable Adults recommendations in the Commission’s report.  Dan Lesser suggested using a similar framework as the Children and Families at Risk Committee and focus on one or two recommendations that could be seen as the “low-hanging” fruit.  The members agreed with the approach and it was recommended to focus on SNAP outreach to increase participation among vulnerable groups.  The group discussed the internal capacity of other social services organizations such as mental health caseworkers, senior care programs, and veteran services.  It was agreed that many organizations do not focus on the hunger and nutritional needs of their clients; this could be a place for the work group to focus attention.  It was agreed that a scan of other organizations to assess their knowledge and/or capacity to connect their clients to food resources including SNAP.  The possibility of trainings via internet or video was raised as possible ways to increase capacity. Dawn Melchiorre will investigate further and report back. 
Barry Taylor discussed his role on the Disability Rights Consortium and offered to bring the issues to their meetings.  He will follow-up with Dan and Dawn to see how his group can learn more about the Commission.  Mark Ishaug informed the group on Thresholds work with veterans in the Chicago area and he would make sure hunger issues were part of their agenda.  Mark also asked the group to think about who would be willing to take the lead on part of the Vulnerable Adults work plan.  
SNAP – attitudes
The work group discussed the difficulties with outreach to the older adults’ populations with regards to SNAP.  Many senior feel they are taking resources away from others more in need and or unwilling to receive a “handout.”  The Older Americans Act programs do not suffer from as much sigma as many have sliding school based on income making seniors feel they are paying something for the programs.  A discussion on sigma brought the work group to thinking about new partners that could bring new perspectives and help make the programs more” acceptable” such as corporate retail partners and the health care industry.  

SNAP outreach facilitated by partners such as Walgreens, Dominick’s, Jewel, etc could help break the sigma as well as provide necessary data to focus our efforts.  Once the work group has the data for benchmarking success, we will proceed with outreach to the retail and grocer associations. 
SNAP – data
Having data to benchmark the strategies and show success is a difficult process.  It is difficult to get SNAP data broken down by age groups as discussed at the last meeting.  Social Impact will work with Dawn and GCFD to drill down and get the best information for the next meeting.

4.  Presentation by Alicia Huguelet from IDHS

Alicia Huguelet – Work Support Strategies Program Director for IDHS- presented on the project. 


The project is funded by the Ford Foundation and research is led by the Urban Institute with the 

goal of increasing access to supports to low income families including SNAP, Medicaid, and child    care.   The planning phase of the grant is completed and they are now in the first year of a three year implementation phase.  The project will be focused on how the benefit support system can be streamlined to be more efficient and serve clients better.    For further information please feel free to contact Alicia. 


5. Next Meeting – September 17th and December 10th from 2:30 – 4:00pm at Shriver Center.  

