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Vulnerable Adults Work Group
Meeting Agenda
September 17; 2:30pm – 4:00pm
Shriver Center - 50 E. Washington Street, Suite 500, Chicago IL 60602

Conference Call Info for Meeting-

Conference Dial-in Number: (773)648-4200
Participant Access Code: 4240
1. Attendance: Dan Lesser (Shriver Center), Dawn Melchiorre (GCFD), Juanita Irizarry (Chicago Community Trust), Burt Weber (Illinois Department on Aging), Terry Solomon (African American Family Commission), Mark Ishaug (Thresholds), Betsy Creamer (Illinois Department on Aging), Jan Hickey (Illinois Department on Aging), David Lloyd (Voices for Illinois Children), Jan Freeman (Illinois Department of Human Services)Linda Shapiro (Access Community Health), Beth Berendsen (Greater Chicago Food Depository) Leann Dolan (Illinois Department on Aging)
2.  Presentation and Discussion of Department of Aging programs –Burt Webber, Betsey Creamer and Jan Hickey gave a presentation to the work group on the following programs administered in the Illinois Department of Aging and funded by the federal government Older Americans Act:
a. Home Delivery Meals –individuals eligible to receive a home delivered meal include individuals aged 60 or over who are frail and/or homebound by reason of illness, incapacitating disability or otherwise isolated.   Spouses of the older person may also receive a home delivered meal, regardless of age or condition, if the meal is in the best interest of the frail/homebound person.
An individual is eligible to receive a meal after an assessment by a representative of one of the Areas of Aging Agencies.  The screening is not financial but the Agencies must target those in most need.  Each individual is given an opportunity to make a contribution towards the service but it is not required.  

In Illinois, over 46,000 individuals have received over 7.1 million meals last year.  In a number of areas in the state there are waiting lists; someone from the DOA will provide the work group with a list for the next meeting. 

b. Congregant Meals –individuals are eligible to receive a meal at a congregate meal site are those individuals aged 60 or older and the spouses of those individuals, regardless of age, if the eligible spouse is or has been an active participant in the program.  A meal may also be provided to disabled individuals who are not 60 year old but who reside in a housing facility occupied primarily by the elderly where congregant meals are provided or individuals with disabilities who reside with older individuals who are eligible under the Older Americans Act.
Most of the meal sites serve individuals weekdays at some 475 sites throughout the state and provide about 86,000 individuals over 2.6 million meals per year.  Some areas of the state are experimenting with working with local restaurants to host congregate meals.  The Egyptian area agency as well as well as an agency in Rockford has been successful in piloting restaurant sites.  Just as with home delivery meals, individuals can contribute to the cost of the program however it is not necessary to receive a meal. 
c. Child and Adult Food Care Program – CACFP is a much smaller program on the adult side.  It is a reimbursement program for meals served for adult day care services that have a community care program contract; funding only for meals served.  The average monthly meals served is currently around 1700 meals based on the average daily attendance at the adult day care population.  This is not a walk-in type of program one must be enrolled in the adult day care center. 
At the No Kid Hungry Committee, a question was asked of how to combine reimbursement line in the Older Adults Act with programs such as Summer Food Service Program.  It idea is to help support the number of grandparents who are raising/supervising grandchild on a daily basis during the summer.  Dawn Melchiorre will follow-up with USDA as well as IDOA to discuss a possible pilot program to combine congregant meals with SFSP.  

The work group reviewed the FY 13 area plan budgets of the Illinois portion of the Older Adults Act Nutrition Services: 

	Federal 
(Title III) 
	Federal 
(NSIP) 
	GRF 
(State) 
	Local Match 
	Program Income 
	Total 
Budget 

	Congregate Meals 
	$10,810,339 
	$1,596,209 
	$38,104 
	$6,273,584 
	$5,035,218 
	$23,753,454 

	Home Delivered Meals 
	$8,091,339 
	$5,279,014 
	$10,914,570 
	$8,899,459 
	$6,323,021 
	$39,507,403 


At the federal level, the Older American’s Act expired last year so it is up for reauthorization.  It is unknown if it will be reauthorized separately or will be contained in a much larger bill.  Beth from the Food Depository will research for the next meeting.  Also, OAA is subject to the sequestration at the end of the year fiscal cliff.  It could be subject to the across the board cuts of 12 %.   Beth will research and let the work group know if advocacy is necessary. 
3. Review of SNAP data for Vulnerable Populations – Since the last meeting, Dawn has worked with Social Impact to try to get baseline data for SNAP participation in vulnerable population within Illinois.  Dawn shared with the work group the initial numbers however IDHS pointed out inconsistencies in the presentation.  Dawn will follow-up with Social Impact to discuss the inconsistencies and work to get better baseline data for the work plan.  
4. Discussion of work plan moving forward – Dan Lesser reviewed the work plan for the work group and asked for feedback from members.  A few questions were raised for follow-up:
· Are third party outreach dollars available for SNAP outreach?  Would there be a possibility to get a federal match if it was a private contribution from a foundations or private donor? If it is possible, would a foundation be interested in providing funding to leverage federal dollars?  Dan Lesser will follow up on these questions with Penny Roth at IDHS.
· With health care reform planning and implementation moving forward, how can the hunger community reach out with the new managed care organizations and facilities to begin a discussion of how the intersection of hunger and health?  Mark Ishaug will pass along information to Dan and Dawn as his organization focuses on healthcare issues.
· A suggestion was raised to have a one-pager on the Commission’s goals and recommendations as well facts about Vulnerable Adults that could be used to start conversations with health care facilities- public and private.  Dan Lesser will start a draft for the next meeting. 
5. Next Steps: Next Vulnerable Adults Committee date: December 10th 2:30 – 4:00pm
