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Northern Illinois Food Bank 

• Nonprofit organization

• 71,000 people served each week

• 13 county service area

• Network of 800 food pantries & feeding programs

Snapshot



Estimated Agricultural Surplus in Northern Illinois 
Food Bank’s Service Area (Edible Supply)



Northern Illinois Food Bank
Local Produce & Sustainability Initiatives

Growing Project
Joint effort with Greater Chicago Food 
Depository using dedicated acreage, donated 
inputs and volunteer labor 

 Purchase Agreements
Written agreements through which Food Bank 
agrees to purchase  specified amount of product 
during season

 Food Forest (Permiculture)
Planting in Spring 2015 – the ultimate 
sustainability project of a fully edible forest



 Apples – Michigan
$1,054 

 Cabbage – New York
$1,395 

 Potatoes - Wisconsin
$929

Onions - Georgia
$2,377

 Squash - Michigan
$1,104

Fresh Produce that Is – or Could Be -
Grown Here (Freight Costs)



 Hunters are encouraged to donate their entire 
deer harvest to food banks and charities. 
Participating meat processors will grind the 
venison into two-pound packages of burger.

 Hunters MUST properly field dress the deer 
before delivering to the meat processor. Any 
questionable deer will not be accepted.

 32 processors throughout the State. 
With the start of deer season, the program will 

offer $50 to assist with the processing cost of 
whole deer donations only.

 http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/programs/ISAH/Pages/

Illinois Sportsman Against Hunger



2014-15 Sportsman Against Hunger 
Eligible Counties



?’s & Thank you!
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Growing it 
Forward!
*Increasing Fresh Food 
Access through Surplus 
Growth

Hundreds of pounds 
of surplus produce 
moves from growers 
to consumers in need 
within one week (7 
days or less from 
harvest to home).

Model allows for 
food banks, 
pantries and soup 
kitchens to acquire 
only what they can 
use and store.

Fresh Food Stops 
provides easy 
weekly location 
sites for growers to 
deliver their surplus



Growers

Community 
Gardens

Food Hub 
Farms

Home 
growers



Fresh Food Stops:  
Weekly pick up location for surplus growers
Weekly distribution of surplus to families in 
need



Fresh Food Hub:  Clean, dry and 
cold storage until delivery



Mobile Fresh Food Van:  
Transports all fresh food items 
from grower to consumer



Distribution to PCCEO Food Bank

Serving over 48 food 
banks, food pantries 
and soup kitchens in 
Peoria county…
as well as another 23 
food banks, food 
pantries and soup 
kitchens in Tazewell and 
Woodford Counties



Making a positive impact on the quality of life for all 
Hoosiers

by providing nutritious meat 
to hunger relief agencies within Indiana

…One Pound at a Time…



Did you know??

• Approximately, 1 out of every 7 people within 
Illinois (that have children) report an inability to 
be able to afford enough food to feed their 
family. 

• Over 30% of Illinois families regularly have to 
choose between paying bills or buying food.

• Protein is the #1 nutrient that is vital to brain and 
body development, it is also the hardest 
commodity for hunger relief agencies to obtain. 



Donates livestock or large game to an inspected meat 
processor. Meat processor will grind and wrap into family size packages. 

The meat is then given to families in need.

Hoosiers Feeding the
Hungry Works

Farmer                 Hunter            4H bidder



HOW WE GOT STARTED

• File for non profit status or work within existing  nonprofit agency to start.

• Apply for funding. Talk to local food banks first because sometimes they can 
provide seed money to get you started. 

• Locate local state inspected meat processors, who are willing to grind, wrap, 
and freeze donated meat into 1 ‐2 pound packages (hopefully at a reduced 
rate). (You will want to set financial limits based on financial donations 
received.)

• Meat processor will then contact local hunger relief agencies for pickup.

• Bills are then sent to Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry for payment, along with a 
sheet showing location of where meat was donated and pounds sent.

***Donated livestock must be inspected prior to kill to be used in hunger relief 
agencies. Deer can be brought in and donated at state and custom except 
meat processors.***



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Don’t Be Intimidated about grant writing or fund raising!! 

Businesses and local people really want to help their community.
YOU JUST HAVE TI ASK



WOW, how we have grown!!

Deer quantity Venison pounds Livestock pounds Total pounds Total Meals

2010‐2011 706 34,237 14,947 49,290 197,160

2011‐2012 840 40,667 18,005 58,672 234,688

2012‐2013 714.5 39,849 23,058 62,907 251,628

2013‐2014   894 44,700 60,886 105,586 422,344

2014‐2015 1054 48,049 93,841 141,890 567,560

2015‐2016YTD 1026 49,094 141,474 190,568 762,272

Accruing total 5234.5 256,596 352,211 608,913 2,435,652



Together, we are providing meat to families in need!!


