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Agriculture, the Economy, and the Future of Fresh 
Produce

Vista 4/5 Room

Terri Nally
Director,

Feeding Illinois

Karen Lehman
Director,

Fresh Taste

Fresh Taste is an initiative by twelve 
Chicago‐region foundations working 
together to relocalize the Chicago 
foodshed and improve equity of 
access to food that is healthy, green, 
fair and affordable.

www.freshtaste.org
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Our current members include

The Chicago Community Trust
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
J.R. Albert Foundation
Kinship Foundation 
Leo S. Guthman Family Fund
Liberty Prairie Foundation
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
The Lutsey Family Foundation
Stuart Family Foundation
Walter S. Mander Foundation

With additional support from

City of Chicago Department of Planning and 
Development

Nicole Bridges
Executive Director, 
Prosperity Gardens
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Corey Chatman
Program Manager, 

Experimental Station

Farmers Markets & Food Banks
Ways to connect them
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Mission - Farmers Markets 

● Support the community
○ Food access,
○ New Town Square

● Support local farmers
● Educational programing 

○ Chef Demos, food prep 

● Fight hunger 
○ SNAP and Incentives

Mission - Food Banks

● Fight Hunger
○ Distribution networks (Food banks, soup kitchens)
○ Donations (funding, food drives)

● Support the community
○ Food access 

● Educate the public about hunger

How they intersect

● Vulnerable communities
○ Unemployed 
○ Families on fixed income
○ Working poor

In many cases participating in SNAP and WIC.

● Volunteerism 
● Education

How to help Farmers Markets

● Promote food access programing
○ SNAP
○ WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program vouchers
○ Incentives

● Volunteer 
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● Food Drives

● Gleaning Programs

● Volunteer

How to help Food Banks Working together

● Managers should stay connected 
● Work on programs that help each other
● Example  - City Buck Program

Time for Q&A!


