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Steering Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Conference Call 
 
 

Attendance: Kate Maehr, Janice Glenn, Janine Hill, Mike Miller, Dan Lesser, Bob Dolgan 
(GCFD)  
 
I.   Minutes from last meeting and introductions 

 Reviewed and approved 

II. New appointments and designees (Janice Glenn) 

 Brendan Daley has left the Department of Natural Resources and is being replaced on 
the Commission by Jay Johnson. 

 We have extended an invitation to Julie Yurko of Northern Illinois Food Bank to fill a 
vacant at-large appointment. 

 We also have extended an invitation to Neighborhood House’s Becky Rossman, whom 
we met on the Listening Tour stop in Peoria. 

 We are in the process of identifying a designee to fill the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture appointment. 

III. Statewide dashboard  

 Bob Dolgan presented a draft of a possible statewide dashboard in response to a 
suggestion from Janice in September. Steering Committee members suggested that the 
Work Groups have a chance to weigh in on what the data are to track. Kate asked that 
we identify the best tool to track regularly and that it may not be food insecurity. Janine 
commented that these are outcome measures and suggested they won’t change month 
to month and that we need short-term process indicators. Janice stated that we should 
project the need and think about what we as a Commission are impacting. There may be 
two opportunities going forward: 1) a snapshot of hunger in IL; 2) tracking progress of 
the work and key metrics. Bob will circulate a next draft.  

IV. 2016 Hunger Summit 

 The Hunger Summit Committee has been meeting regularly to discuss plans for the May 
10, 2016, event. There will be two plenary speakers and four content tracks: Benefits 
Access, Emergency Food System and No Kid Hungry. The Committee has identified a 
list of potential keynote speakers, and Steering Committee members reviewed the list. 
Janice will reach out to Arne Duncan to gauge is interest and/or availability.  

V. Work Plan Action Items 
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a. Benefits Access – Dan Lesser reported on the challenges facing older adult home-
delivered meal programs because of the state budget impasse. Dan suggested 
sending a letter to Governor Rauner and legislative leaders, urging to adopt a state 
budget. The letter would include data and information and would be nonpartisan. It 
was agreed that this was a good strategy, and Janice agreed to co-sign the letter. 
Dan will draft a letter by Tuesday, 12/22. The Commission will make it an open letter 
and share it publicly as well.  

b. Emergency Food System – Mike Miller reported on EFS Work Plan priorities 
including agricultural surplus. The next step is to have a presence at the IL Specialty 
Growers conference. Still need both surplus crops and revenue for the program. 
Regarding IL Sportsmen Against Hunger, EFS has made little progress on a pilot in 
the Northwest section of Illinois. Many processors already have been contacted by 
Farmers and Hunters Fighting Hunger. Janice asked about the drop in Sportsmen 
Against Hunger donations, and Mike said it has to do with processor concerns about 
not getting paid by the state. The opportunity exists to widen the metric for EFS and 
include all of the charitable donations of food in the state. Additionally, looking at 
opportunities to support through tax legislation. Mike suggested aggregating all food 
bank donation receipts. 

c. No Kid Hungry – Janine Hill provided an update on the school breakfast resolution 
passed in May, referencing the new school breakfast financial sustainability report 
that the Work Group has drafted. The Work Group discussed the report at its last 
meeting and asked a number of questions about implementation and related costs. 
Kate added that there was a conversation with the Governor’s office, ISBE and IDHS 
about the report, and we have an opportunity to have a lot of questions asked anad 
answered in advance. It will be important to have these conversations up front, and 
the Report is one more tool to have in our toolkit. Janine also provided an update on 
Child Nutrition Reauthorization, which will not be included in a rider to federal budget 
omnibus legislation this week. There is a still a role to speak to Senators and 
Representatives, and Janine noted she had a chance to mention CNR to Rep. 
Gutierrez in a meeting recently.  

V. New business/updates 

a. Steering Committee 2016 call schedule will be established in coming weeks. We will 
continue to provide regular updates to the full Commission on all of our activities. 

VI. Next meeting 

The next full Commission to End Hunger meeting will take place Tuesday, May 10, 
2016, in Springfield at the Hilton as part of the Hunger Summit. 


