
 

Draft Recommendations from IRC for the P-20 Council 
 
The following are overarching ideas expressed by survey and focus groups participants. 

 Some factors are independent of direct teacher or administrator control but have a significant impact on 
student learning and educator impact. Such  factors include parent involvement, socioeconomic status, 
attendance, other student characteristics, as well as disciplinary or behavioral issues 

 Regular contact and communication with parents is essential. 

 Consideration for all education policy discussions need to reflect that all students including college bound 
and workforce bound students receive life preparations skills to meet the need to become productive and 
successful citizens.  

 Due to the timing of the survey and focus groups, data on PARCC must be considered in the context of the 
pre-test administration period.  

What follows are specific, research-based recommendations from the survey results of the Implementation Review 
Committee. 
 
Student Learning Standards 
 

1. Provide additional planning time and professional development for implementation. Stakeholders reported that 
the three biggest challenges to implementation of the IL Learning standards are: professional development (57% 
administrators, 49% teachers), sufficient planning time (60% administrators, 56% teachers), and lack of time due 
to multiple initiatives (55% administrators, 44% teachers). 

                
2. Encourage further engagement of families and communities. Nearly half of parents who responded to the 

survey indicated they were aware of how to access resources to support student learning and mastery of the 
new Illinois Learning Standards.  Additional parent training, including, homework help, will enhance student 
learning. 

 
3. Develop methods of generating a better understanding of the distribution of career and technical education 

(CTE) offerings across the state, including an understanding of the role of community colleges to provide CTE. 
Parents reported a perceived reduction in the number of CTE offerings. Career and technical education 
opportunities could provide hands-on experience to develop workforce and life skills.  
 

Statewide Student Assessments 
 

4. Given the critical role that assessment plays in a strong educational system, consider input on the overall use of 
assessment and the resulting data to ensure that high quality, timely feedback is provided to assist all 
stakeholders in understanding what kids know and are able to do as measured against the new Illinois 
Standards. As part of this work, continue to monitor and assess the amount of time both in preparation  for and 
in assessment.  
 

5. Support continued research and data collection to determine PARCC’s ability to: 1) predict college and career 
readiness; 2) assess student growth; and 3) be considered for as a college entrance examination. Additional 
research may be needed to ensure effective monitoring of achievement for all students, including for special 
populations.  
 

6. Provide all students with appropriate training and access to ensure readiness for computer based assessment. 
Additional attention should be given to challenges and difficulties of students with special needs, early 
childhood, and English Language Learners. The majority of stakeholders did not consider themselves to be 
familiar with modifications and accommodations for special education students or English Language Learners.  
 
 



 
7. Use multiple measures in addition to standardized assessments as the basis of data for decision making and 

defining proficiency. Concerns about narrowing all judgments of schools, students, teachers, and principals on 
assessment were noted by all classes of respondents.  
 

Educator Performance Evaluations 
 

8. Continue to provide appropriate, consistent, and ongoing training for evaluators.  
 

9. Use multiple measures to evaluate educators’ performance including student growth and observation data 
throughout the evaluation cycle.  

 
Longitudinal Data System 

10. Evaluate current data privacy protections  to better understand and communicate about regulations and 
protections currently in place. 

 
11. Provide resources to inform parents, educators and communities on the use of the longitudinal data system, 

how data is accessed, what data is collected, current legislative efforts related to data privacy, and how and with 
whom data is shared.  

 
 


