
 

Illinois Early Learning Council Executive Committee Report 
Program Standards and Quality Committee 

May 12, 2014 Meeting Notes 
 

 

The Program Standards and Quality (PSQ) Committee met on May 12, 2014 at the James R. Thompson 

Center in Chicago with a call-in option available from 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM.   

 
Meeting called to order at 11:31 AM.  Meeting notes from March 10, 2014 were accepted. 
 
Federal and State Landscape Reports  

o New Early Head Start and Child Care Partnership Funding – Lauri Morrison Frichtl 

 See Attachment #1.  Grant applications to be released (anticipated May 20, 

2014) and will be due August 24, 2014.  Total funding allocated: $500,000,000.   

o Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development – Kim Collins 

 Technical assistance will be provided for the Early Head Start Child Care 

Partnership grants. 

 Preschool Development Grant:  Illinois can apply for supplemental preschool 

funding for four year olds.   

 Race to the Top:  RFA Awards of Excellence applications are being reviewed.  

 
PSQ Ad Hoc Committee Reports 

o Higher Education Learning and Professional Development (HELP) – Cathy Main, Co-
Chair 

 Grantees from the Early Childhood Preparation Program Innovation grants 
reported on their first quarter progress; two grantees were identified to share 
further details during the upcoming HELP meeting on May 22. 

 An Early Childhood Illinois Articulation Panel has been convened.  Co-chairs are 
Johnna Darragh-Ernst from Heartland Community College and Ty Giles from 
Governor’s State University.  The Panel has identified an early childhood course 
to begin discussing in relation to articulation. 

 The Higher Ed Faculty Survey results are being reviewed and will be used to 
inform recommendations on professional development supports for Illinois 
faculty. 

o Workforce Compensation – Valerie Krajec and Joni Scritchlow, Co-Chairs 
 The committee’s initial meeting was held via Webinar on April 15.  The ad hoc 

group will meet approximately 12 – 18 months to complete assigned work. 
 Due to Illinois’s interest in workforce compensation, the National Center on 

Child Care Professional Development Systems and Workforce Initiatives (PDW 
Center) has selected Illinois to be part of the pilot for the Professional 
Development System Cost Analysis Tool Pilot. Anne Wharff (IDHS) is the lead 
contact. 

o Family Child Care ExceleRate Ad Hoc – Gail Nelson on behalf of Kate Ritter, OECD 
 Two statewide Forums and two intensive follow-up meetings for family child 

care providers to support integration into ExceleRate Illinois were held.  Draft 
recommendations are in development.   

o Birth to Age Three – Jeanna Capito, Chair 



 

 Meeting to be scheduled. 
o Quality Rating and Improvement System: ExceleRate Illinois – Gail Nelson, OECD 

 The ExceleRate website (www.excelerateillinois.com) has a compilation of 
resources organized by standards.  Educational resources, articles on quality and 
links to tools to support providers are included. 

 
Updates from Advisory Bodies and other key entities related to PSQ Work Plan: 

o Advocacy/Illinois Action for Children – Christine Robinson 
 The current 5% tax rate extension is due to expire in January of 2015.  This has 

significant implications for the state budget, including potential cuts to child 
care, Pre-K, early intervention and home visiting.  

 Resources are available in English and Spanish providing information about how 
to support a Supplemental Appropriation for Child Care.  (Attachment #2). 

o Chicago Public Schools (CPS) – Chris Rosean 
 First round of allocations for school based Preschool for All, Head Start and child 

parent center programs for next year are complete; a second round of 
applications opens late May/June.   

 CPS has adapted the Danielson Framework so that it is applicable to preschool 
classrooms.  This preschool addendum is available for teachers and principals 
through CPS.   

o Illinois Interagency Council on Early Intervention – Amy Tarr 
 Data analysis phase for the State Systemic Improvement Plan is underway.  

Goals are to identify innovation zones and zip codes with low participation 

rates; identify family characteristics which are linked to dropping out of Early 

Intervention; and determine the extent of impact Early Intervention has on 

successful preschool readiness. 

o Illinois Department of Children and Family Services Licensing Advisory Committee – 

Carol Morris 

 An ad hoc work group is being formed to review proposals for immunizations 

for day care providers, center staff and home providers. 

 Rules Amendments: Rule 407 is in final stages (related to obesity, nutrition, 

radon, and the Illinois Director Credentials amendment).  Rules 406 and 408 are 

currently in policy review.   

o Illinois State Board of Education – Cynthia Zumwalt  

 A proposed change in the bi-lingual rules is moving to the ISBE Board for 

approval.  The proposal will extend the date by which teachers must have the 

ESL or bi-lingual endorsement/certificate.  Next Steps:  if approved, the 

proposed rules then move out for public comment. 

 FY15 budget concerns were noted. 

o Illinois Department of Human Services  Child Care Advisory Council – Linda Saterfield  

 Child Care Management System rollout in January was the first phase of 

development.  An RFP will be issued for the second phase of development which 

will include provider and parent portals.  A third future phase will include on-

line billing. 

http://www.excelerateillinois.com)/


 

 The open Illinois Head Start Collaboration Director position will be based in 

Chicago; this position will be posted soon. 

 The Child Care Advisory Council meeting will be July 9th in Naperville.  Draft rule 

changes at the federal level for CCDBG are in process/may need to be 

incorporated into policies. 

o  Development Advisory Council – Cass Wolfe 

 The Gateways to Opportunity School-Age and Youth Development (SA/YD) 

Credential pilots will begin June of 2014. 

 Gateways Credentials are in development for Technical Assistance, Family Child 

Care, and Family Specialist.  

 The Gateways to Opportunity Higher Education Annual Forum had over 100 

faculty in attendance on April 3 – 4, 2014. 

 

FY15 Proposed Meeting Dates: September 15, 2014       January 20, 2015*         May 18, 2015 

 

*Proposed meeting date of Monday, January 19th conflicts with Martin Luther King Holiday.  

Membership requested meeting be moved to Tuesday, January 20, 2015.  Consensus approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:25 PM. 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 
  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 


