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There are many children in Illinois that are at high risk for school failure and are eligible for high quality 
early learning, but their families are not using the care available.  The goal of this grant is to target these 
hard to reach families with innovative approaches for getting the children enrolled and participating 
regularly in high quality early learning programs.  Families may be hard to reach or reluctant to engage 
in high quality early learning for many reasons.  This grant provides an opportunity to test and evaluate 
some promising theories for solutions.  

Hard to Reach Grant Application 

The Illinois Early Learning Council (ELC) received funding through the federal American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act to work with early childhood education and care programs and community 
organizations to develop and implement innovative models to engage these hard to reach families.   This 
money is administered by DHS with oversight by the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development. 

Applicants should present bold, creative, and innovative ideas to pilot strategies to enroll and retain the 
hardest to reach children in high quality care.  These ideas may include testing policy changes, but must 
provide evidence that the proper waivers have been attained or have a plan for attaining those waivers.   
The chosen pilots will coordinate with a university in the state designated to collect data and the 
university will provide the Council with an evaluation of each pilot program.   

For the purposes of this grant “High Quality Early Learning” is defined as: 
• Preschool for All 
• Quality Counts rated child care centers or family child care homes 
• Head Start 
• NAEYC, NAC, NECPA, COA, or NAFCC accredited child care programs 
• Centers recognized by the Department of Defense 
• Home Visiting Programs 

Grants will be awarded to up to 6 applicants.  There is $300,000 for this total project and the review 
team will determine the recipients and amount of the grants (up to $30,000 per year) and they may, at 
the discretion of the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development, have the opportunity to renew 
grants for up to 6 additional months.  The review team will be made up of members of the ELC’s 
Oversight and Coordination Committee, Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development (OECD) and 
the Department of Human Services.  Points will be allocated as indicated below.   

A webinar for all interested applicants will take place on Thursday, October 6 from 1:00-2:30.  Please 
send an email to kim.collins@illinois.gov if you are interested in participating by September 30.  Please 
refer to the OECD website for updates http://www2.illinois.gov/earlychildhood/Pages/default.aspx 

For additional context on why children are not participating in high quality early learning please refer to 
“Why isn’t Johnny in Preschool” http://www.cofionline.org/files/earlylearningreport.pdf  by Community 
Organizing and Family Issues (COFI). 

Any questions can be directed to kim.collins@illinois.gov 

****Applications are due October 31th by 5:00 pm*** 

mailto:kim.collins@illinois.gov�
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Program Information 

Lead Entity Information Only 

Date:      

Applicant/Program Name:         

Address:             

City/State/Zip:             

Contact Person:             

Telephone: (  )       Fax #:

E-mail:               

(      )    

For-Profit  - or-    Not-for-Profit 

Please check all that apply 

 Family Child Care Home 

 Group Family Child Care 

 Child Care Center 

 Head Start 

 Preschool for All  

 Home Visiting 

 Community Collaboration 

 CBO  

 Partnership                                                 

   Other  

If other or partnership please provide explanation        
     ____________________________________________________

Licensed: Yes   No  

IDCFS License #               

IL Quality Counts, Quality Rating System Star Level (5 point bonus)      

Accreditation Information: _______________________________________________________________ 

Location where services will be provided if different from address above 

Address:             

City/State/Zip:             

Authorization 
I certify that the information provided is true and accurate.  
              

Authorized signature and title         Date 
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Partner Information 

Date:      

Applicant/Program Name:         

Address:             

City/State/Zip:             

Contact Person:             

Telephone: (  )       Fax #:

E-mail:               

(      )    

For-Profit  - or-    Not-for-Profit 

Please check all that apply 

 Family Child Care Home 

 Group Family Child Care 

 Child Care Center 

 Head Start 

 Preschool for All  

 Home Visiting 

 Community Collaboration 

 CBO  

 Partnership                                                 

   Other  

If other or partnership please provide explanation        
     ____________________________________________________

Licensed: Yes   No  

IDCFS License #               

IL Quality Counts, Quality Rating System Star Level (5 point bonus)      

Accreditation Information (by whom and expiration date) : 
__________________________________________________________ 

Grant Narrative Requirements 

80 Total Points 

Maximum 30 pages double spaced 12 point font for the items in this category  
1 Page abstract of the proposed project including the needs to be address, the proposed services and the 

population group (s) to be served.  
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• Current Status  
10 points 
Please address each of the bullets below regarding your current program operation  
 
How do you…. 

o Talk about quality early learning with families 
o Identify hard to reach families 
o Successfully reach the families 
o Explain your experience helping families access services of any kind 

 
• Proposal Description  

70 total points 
o Define your community (5 points) 

 Describe how you are culturally and linguistically competent (5 points) 
o Provide evidence of high quality early learning program slots available for families (5 

points) 
o Why are families in your community not participating in high quality early learning 

activities and what is your evidence (30 points) 
o How  will your pilot remove the barriers to attaining high quality learning (15 points) 
o Explain your retention strategy for keeping families enrolled in early learning  (5 points) 
o Explain how your pilot is sustainable after the funding ends and/or how your pilot could 

be replicated (5 points) 
o Partners- List and provide MOA (if applicable) 

 
Budget Requirements 

10 Points 

Completing the budget form: 

Program and Administrative Costs 

 List costs or cost estimates for each estimated expenditure for the proposal. 
 List in order of need, with the highest need listed first. 
 Provide pictures of requested items, if applicable. 
 Round to the nearest dollar 
 Keep a copy of the budget for program’s file. 

 

Please note that your administrative costs and they cannot exceed 10% of your total proposal. 

 Description Justification Amount 
Staff    
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Total    
Fringe    
    
    
    
Total    
Travel    
    
    
    
Total    
Supplies    
    
    
    
Total    
    
Equipment    
    
    
    
Total    
Other    
    
    
    
Total    
Indirect Costs    

    
Total    

Budget Total    
 

 

If additional lines are needed, this page may be copied 

Total cost of proposal $ 
Total number of individuals that will be served  
Cost per individual (Cost divided by individual) $ 
Total number of families that will be served  
Cost per family (Cost divided by family) $ 
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Participation Information 

10 Total Points 

• Current Program Information For All Partners 5 points 

Please use the tables below to provide information on your current program operations for each 
entity.   

• Please fill in all columns that apply 
• Include all programs that are state or federally funded (not just early childhood) 
• Fill out this form for each entity 

Make additional copies of the chart as necessary. 

 
State/Federally 
Funded Program 
 

Total Families 
Served 

Families continue 
with services for 
less than 6 months 

Families continue 
with services for 
more than 6 
months 

Families continue 
with services for 
more than 1 year 

ie: Home Visiting 
(Parents as 
Teachers) 

5 2 1 2 

     
     
     
     
     
     
 

If additional lines are needed, this page may be copied 

Current Community Impact 

The table should represent combined service population of all partners included in this proposal.  All 
numbers must be unduplicated for 1 year. 
Total number of children 0-5 and parents served   
Total number of children 0-3 served  
Total number of children 4-5 served  
Total parents served  
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• Participating High Quality Early Learning Program Proposal Information 5 points 

Please use the tables below to provide information on your participation goals for hard to reach 
families recruited as a result of your proposal for 1 year 

Program Total new hard to 
reach families 
served in 1 year   

Families continue 
with services for 
less than 6 months 

Families continue 
with services for 
more than 6 
months 

Families continue 
with services for 
more than 1 year 

Head Start 
 
 

    

Preschool for All 
 
 

    

IL Quality Counts 
Rated Child Care 
Center 

    

IL Quality Counts 
Rated Child Care 
Home 

    

NAEYC Accredited 
Child Care Center 

    

NAFCC Accredited 
Child Care Center 

    

Military Approved 
Child Care 

    

 
Proposed Community Impact 

All numbers must be unduplicated 
Total number of children 0-5 and parents served  
Total number of children 0-3 served  
Total number of children 4-5 served  
Total parents served  

 

**Please mail your final application** 
1 hard copy of the final applications with original signatures and 7 photo copies 

To: 
IL Dept of Human Services/Bureau of Child Care 

ATTN:  Susan Hix, State Advisory Council 
400 W. Lawrence, 1st Floor West Springfield, IL  62704 


	Authorization

