Appendix A: Crosswalk Template for IL QRIS and Accreditation Standards

Nationally accrediting organizations will provide a crosswalk of their respective accreditation standards with ExceleRate Illinois QRIS Standards on the template provided. The completed crosswalk will demonstrate how the accreditation standards address the defined categories. Additionally, the crosswalk may be used to illustrate how the accreditation standards might address additional areas of high quality early care and education. The first three columns of the Crosswalk include the standard area, the requirements for each standard, and the evidence that programs are meeting those requirements for the Silver and Gold Circles of Quality. 

Accrediting bodies must complete the last column for each standard indicating the following:
a. Include the level at which the accrediting bodies’ standards align with ExceleRate Illinois Standards (either Silver or Gold).
b. Include the correlative standards as well as any additional standards that relate to the relevant area.
c. Include the evidence or methodology used for verifying that programs meet the standard, including individual classrooms as appropriate. 

Additionally indicate the following, by highlighting:
· Rows where the accreditation standard does not meet the ExceleRate Illinois standard (there are disparate or substantially different standards and the ExceleRate Illinois standard is higher). 
· Rows where the accreditation program does not have a similar standard (there is no correlative accreditation standard). 
· At the bottom of the template, list areas covered in the accreditation that do not have a correlative ExceleRate Illinois standard. 

Note about Environment Rating Scales – the ERS scales are used to assess classrooms within the ExceleRate Illinois program. Accreditation programs should demonstrate in that section how unique classrooms within the program are assessed. 


	 
	Standards and Evidence for 
Silver Circle of Quality
	Standards and Evidence for 
Gold Circle of Quality
	Aligned Standards and Verification of Implementation

	Teaching and Learning

	1A. Learning Environment
	Demonstrate commitment to quality improvement of classroom environment by completing self-assessment of classroom quality AND verification of classroom quality by Quality Specialist

Evidence: Submission of scores completed by Quality Specialist that show: average overall ERS score between 3.25 and 4.5 and no classroom below 3.0, with quality improvement plan developed to address any subscale score below 4.5 and/or any classroom overall score below 4.0  OR  CLASS Emotional Support and Classroom Organization average scores between 4.0 and 5.0 (no classroom below 3.0) with quality improvement plan to address scores below 4.0
	Demonstrate high quality of classroom environment

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor showing overall average ERS score of at least 4.5 (no classroom below 4.0)  OR  CLASS Emotional Support and Classroom Organization average scores above 5.0 (no classroom below 4.0)  OR  Accredited sites may meet by submitting evidence of classroom quality from approved accreditation body 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	1B. Curriculum
	Program implements curriculum that is aligned with IELGS (at least one teacher per classroom must receive training on the identified curriculum)

Evidence: Identification of selected curriculum that aligns with IELGS  AND   evidence that all lead teachers have completed Registry-approved training or other ISBE-approved training in that curriculum
	Program implements research-based curriculum that aligns with IELGS and lesson plans show connection with IELGS

Evidence: Identification of selected curriculum that is research-based and is aligned with IELG   AND  on-site verification of connection with lesson plans by state-approved assessor or accrediting body  OR  No findings of non-compliance from federal Head Start Review or Preschool for All Program Monitoring
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	1C. Instructional Quality
	Program demonstrates developmentally appropriate instructional practices

Evidence:  Submission of scores completed by Quality Specialist showing: minimum of 3.5 average on Interactions and Language Reasoning/Listening and Talking subscales of ERS  with quality improvement plan addressing any classroom with less than 3.0 average on these subscales  OR  CLASS Instructional Support average scores above 2.5 with quality improvement plan addressing any classroom with less than 2.0 score on this subscale
	Program demonstrates high quality, developmentally appropriate instructional practices

Evidence:  On-site assessment by state-approved assessor showing minimum of 4.0 average (no classroom below 3.5) on Interactions and Language Reasoning/Listening and Talking subscales of ERS  OR  CLASS Instructional Support average scores above 3.0 (no classroom below 2.5)  OR  Accredited sites may meet by submitting evidence of instructional quality from approved accreditation body 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	1D. Child Screening
	Program has policies and procedures in place to ensure that all children (birth-5 years) are screened at least annually for the purpose of identifying special needs and parents are provided screening results and information on where they can go for additional evaluation and services 

Evidence: Self-assessment of screening policies and practices and verification by Quality Specialist
	Program has policies and procedures in place to ensure all children (birth-5 years) are screened annually no later than 60 days after entry into program, parents are provided information on screening results, and children for whom the screening identifies a developmental concern are referred for further evaluation by CFC or school district

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor verifies implementation of screening (score of 5 or higher on PAS item #10)  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation  process  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	1E. Child Assessment
	Choose approved child assessment tool and train staff to use

Evidence: Identification of selected assessment tool(s) that aligns with IELDS and documentation of staff training on use of tools
	The program utilizes an appropriate assessment tool or tools that align with the curriculum to document children’s progress over time with measurable outcomes; assessment results are used to inform instruction for individual children

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor verifies implementation of assessment (score of 5 or higher on PAS item # 11)  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation  process  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	1F. Inclusion of children with special needs
	Program has policies and procedures in place for supporting inclusion of children with special needs  AND  program administrator and one teacher in each classroom have completed Gateways Registry-approved training on inclusion of children with special needs 

Evidence: Self-assessment of policies and procedures and documentation of completion of Gateways Registry-approved training on inclusion of children with special needs
	All classroom teaching staff have completed Gateways Registry-approved training* on inclusion of children with special needs, program submits annual data on number of children with special needs served, program has written Memorandum of Understanding with Child & Family Connections (if serving children ages birth to three) and implements written policies and procedures detailing how the program supports children who have IEPs or IFSPs.  By July 2016, program must also have an written Memorandum of Understanding with at least one Local Education Agency concerning services to children with special needs.  

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor verifies implementation  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation process    OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 















	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	2.Family and Community Engagement

	2A. Family & Community Engagement
	Program implements at least five family supports (see list in PAS item 17) and two parent-staff conferences per year

Self-assessment of family engagement and verification by Quality Specialist
	Program implements at least five family supports (see list in PAS item 17), two parent-staff conferences per year, a plan for daily communication between teaching staff and families, and a plan for family involvement in routine classroom activities and/or program planning.  Program also implements written plan for refering families as appropriate to social, mental health, educational, wellness, and medical services.

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor verifies implementation of family engagement (score of 5 or higher on PAS items 16, 17 and 19)  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation  process  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	2B. Transitions
	Program implements policies and practices to provide general information about transitions and engages parents in discussions and/or activities addressing child and family transitions

Self-assessment of transition activities 
	Program implements a written plan of activities and strategies that facilitates the transition of children and families into and out of classrooms, early learning environments, community services, and school settings (including transition to kindergarten). Program shares this plan with parents and community/school stakeholders

On-site assessment by state-approved assessor verifies implementation and communication of transition plan  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation  process  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Early/Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	3. Leadership and Management

	3A. Program Administration

	Program demonstrates commitment to quality improvement of administrative practices

Evidence: Documentation of  PAS self-assessment and assessment completed by Quality Specialist with a Quality Improvement Plan for any subscale score below 4.5
	Program demonstrates high quality program administration practices

[bookmark: _GoBack]Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor with subscale scores of 5.0 or above on four program-selected subscales of the PAS (other than Child Assessment or Family Partnerships)  OR  Accreditation  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	3B. Group Size and Staff/Child Ratios

	Licensing Standards
	Infants 6w-14m  Ratio 1:4; max group=8   Toddlers 15m-23m  Ratio 1:4; max group=12   Two Yrs  Ratio 1:6, max group=12       
Three to Five Yrs Ratio 1:10 max group=20

Evidence: On-site confirmation of group sizes and ratios**  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation process  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	3C. Continuous Quality Improvement

	Develop Quality Improvement Plan using self-assessment results 

Evidence:  Submit Quality Improvement Plan and annual update
	Program demonstrates progress towards meeting objectives of Quality Improvement Plan based on self-assessment results

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor verifies progress made on implementation of self-assessment and continuous program improvement planning  OR  Evidence from approved accreditation  process  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	
	
	
	

	3D. Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Practice
	Program completes a self-assessment of the cultural and linguistic appropriateness of policies and practices, and based on self-assessment using a recommended tool creates a continuous improvement plan based on the results  AND  children are encouraged to use their home language in play and learning experiences and wherever possible, program communicates with families in their home language

Evidence: Self-assessment of support for cultural/linguistic diversity  AND  improvement plan
	Program implements evidence-based policies, practices, curriculum and assessments that support the development of culturally/racially/linguistically diverse children & families

Evidence: Minimum average score of 6 on the ERS Promoting Acceptance of Diversity item   AND  evidence of communications with families in home language (e.g. PAS item 16)  OR  Accreditation  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	4. Qualifications and Continuing Education

	4A. Director Qualifications
	IL Director Credential Level 1  or IL Principal Endorsement  (beginning July 2016)
	Licensing Standards; IL Director Credential Level 2  or  IL Principal Endorsement              (beginning July 2016)
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	4B. Staff Qualifications
	At least 30% of teaching staff with a minimum of ECE Credential level 3  AND  beginning July, 2016, 30% of teaching staff in infant-toddler classrooms have IT Credential Level 2                                                                  

Evidence: Staff qualifications verified by Gateways registry
	At least 20% of teaching staff with a minimum of ECE Credential level 5 (or equivalent)  AND  an additional 20% of teaching staff with a minimum of ECE Credential Level 4 (or equivalent)  AND  beginning July, 2016, 40% of teaching staff in infant-toddler classrooms have IT Credential Level 3 (or equivalent)                                                                   

Evidence: No finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit          OR  Accreditation (only through July 2016)      OR  Staff qualifications verified by Gateways registry
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	4C. Staff Development
	Individualized, written staff development plans developed for all classroom staff, minimum of 20 hours of professional development per year

Evidence: Self-assessment 
	Individualized, written staff development plans implemented for all staff, minimum of 20 hours of professional development per year including minimum of 5 hours Registry-approved training per year

Evidence: On-site assessment by state-approved assessor  OR  Accreditation  OR  no finding of non-compliance on federal Head Start review or Preschool for All/Prevention Initiative Monitoring visit 
	Level Equivalent:____ 
Standard(s):










Verification:

	
	*Or other ISBE-approved training on inclusion of children with special needs

	
	**Programs may be exempted from the ratio and group size requirements for the Gold Circle of Quality if they receive NAEYC accreditation OR have an average score in infant, toddler and two-year-old classroom of 5.0 on the ITERS (no classroom below 4.5); every infant, toddler and two-year-old classroom has at least one staff person with an Infant Toddler Level 3 Credential or equivalent; and the program receives an overall PAS score of at least 4.5.





Additional Accreditation Standards that address early care and education quality and that are not included in the ExceleRate Illinois Standards:
2

