
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 22, 2013 MEETING OF THE  
MUSLIM AMERICAN ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
The Muslim American Advisory Council (“MAAC” or the “Council”), pursuant to notice duly 
given, held a Meeting on October 22, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. in the James R. Thompson Center, 100 
West Randolph Street, Suite 16-100, Chicago, Illinois 60601. 
 
MAAC Members Present: 
 
1. Kareem M. Irfan, Esq., Co-Chair 
2. Sohair Omar, Co-Chair 
3. Dr. Bambade Shakoor Abdullah 
4. Murad Moosa Bhaidani (via audio conference) 
5. Mumtaz Champsi (via audio conference) 
6. Clyde El-Amin 
7. Tariq El-Amin (via audio conference) 
8. Matthew Ramadan (designee of Mohammed Kaiseruddin) 
9. Dzafer Kulenovic (via audio conference) 
10. Dr. Sevil Kutay 
11. Tariq Malhance 
12. Aisha Qadeem (via audio conference) 
13. Sufyan Sohel (designee of Ahmed Rehab) 
 
MAAC Members Absent: 
 
1. Dr. Irfan Ahmad 
2. Dr. Inamul Haq 
3. S. Jafer Hasnain  
4. Laila Muhammad  
5. Najjar Abdul-Musawwir  
6. Rami Nashashibi 
7. Salim Al Nurridin 
8. Eboo Patel 
9. Imad Rahman 
10. Dr. Mohammad Zaher Sahloul 
11. Anas Usman 
12. Safaa Zarzour, Esq.  
 
Guests Present: 
 
Dritan Dylgjeri, Federation of Balkan American Associations  
Bujar Sadiku, Albanian American Association  
Ed Silverman, Illinois Department of Human Services’ Bureau of Refugee & Immigrant Services 
Mark Zajac, Governor’s Office 
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I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Co-Chair Omar called the Meeting to order at 3:09 p.m.  
 
Mr. Zajac called the roll.  There being eight (8) Members physically present and five (5) 
Members participating via audio conference, a quorum was met.  

 
II. Co-Chairs’ Remarks  
 
Co-Chair Omar wished all Members and guests, “Happy Belated Eid,” and read a statement 
issued by Governor Quinn on the occasion of Eid al-Adha:   
 

Today I honor the 400,000 Illinois Muslims and Muslims around the world celebrating 
Eid al-Adha - the ‘Festival of Sacrifice.’ 
 
Eid al-Adha reminds us to offer a helping hand to those who are hungry, ill or troubled. 
It’s important to remember the need for sacrifice and shared roots of all Abrahamic 
faiths. These are lessons which are particularly relevant in today’s world. To all who are 
celebrating, I wish you a Blessed Eid. 

 
She went on to remind the Council about completing their Ethics Training and acknowledged 
that Members would no longer be considered Members after three (3) consecutive absences 
beginning with the present Meeting.  Lastly, she introduced Mr. Sadiku and Mr. Dylgjeri of the 
Albanian American Association (“AAA”) and the Federation of Balkan American Associations 
(“FEBA”), respectively. 
 
Co-Chair Irfan emphasized Co-Chair Omar’s remarks regarding attendance, reminding the 
Council that it is a privilege to serve as a Member, and full participation is owed to Governor 
Quinn.  He pointed out that if Members could not carry out the responsibilities of membership, 
they could still participate in the Council as a member of the public.  
 
III. Adoption of the Minutes 
 
Having a quorum, minutes of the meetings held on May 21, 2013, June 18, 2013 and September 
17, 2013 were taken up for consideration.  Mr. Ramadan moved for the adoption of the minutes.  
Dr. Bambade seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
IV. Presentation of the Illinois Department of Human Services 
 
Mr. Silverman, Bureau Chief of the Bureau of Refugee and Immigrant Services (“BRIS” or the 
“Bureau”) at the Illinois Department of Human Services (“DHS”) presented a detailed overview 
of the history of the Bureau and the process of refugee resettlement in Illinois.  He placed special 
emphasis on funding issues surrounding his programs.  A discussion ensued, touching on the 
Bureau’s work relevant to Muslim refugee groups, including Bosnians, Kosovars, Syrians, and 
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African Muslims, as well as ways in which the Bureau and Council could work together to 
ensure the mission of each organization is successfully carried out. 
 
V.  Report by the Legislative Affairs Committee 
 
Dr. Bambade noted the need to expand the Legislative Affairs Committee and to develop an 
agenda prior to the 2014 Spring Legislative Session.  She mentioned that the top priority on the 
legislative agenda should be creating employment opportunities for disadvantaged youth. 
 
Dr. Bambade went on to announce that Governor Quinn had previously expressed interest in 
seeing data on Illinois’ Muslim community.  A discussion ensued, highlighting the challenges in 
carrying out a project from existing census data due to the diverse nature of the Muslim 
community.  Co-Chair Omar emphasized the importance of collecting data on Illinois’ Muslim 
community to inform the Council’s policy recommendations and suggested utilizing credible 
research organizations such as Gallup or the National Opinion Research Center at the University 
of Chicago to carry out the project. 
 
VI. Report by the Economic Development Committee 
 
Mrs. Champsi announced that she is working with the University of Chicago Booth School of 
Business to connect the State of Illinois with entrepreneurs from business schools. 
 
Co-Chair Omar made the Council aware of the Trade Mission Schedule of the Illinois Office of 
Trade and Investment (“OTI”).  Additionally, she encouraged Members to participate in the 
Oman Business Road Show on October 28, 2013 in Chicago. 
 
VII. Report by the Communications Committee 
 
Co-Chair Omar expressed interest in including a section on cultural sensitivity with respect to 
Illinois’ Muslim community in the Council’s next report, with the intent of disseminating such a 
guide to state agencies.  
 
VIII. Other Business 
 
Co-Chair Irfan reiterated the importance of establishing a connection between the Council and 
DHS’ Bureau of Refugee and Immigrant Services.  Co-Chair Omar and Dr. Bambade expressed 
the need for further discussion to see what shape that relationship could take. 
 
Mr. Dylgjeri invited Members to participate in an entrepreneurship event hosted by FEBA.  Co-
Chair Omar requested that he keep the Council notified of event details. 
 
IX. Public Comment 
 
None. 
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X.  Adjournment 
 
Dr. Bambade made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Kulenovic seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
The MAAC Meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by: 
 
Mark Zajac 
Chief of Staff Dunn Fellow 
Office of the Governor  


