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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 16, 2014 MEETING OF THE
MUSLIM AMERICAN ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Muslim American Advisory Council (“MAAC” or the “Council”), pursuant to notice duly given, held a Meeting on December 16, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. in the James R. Thompson Center, 100 West Randolph Street, Suite 16-100, Chicago, Illinois 60601.

MAAC Members Present:

1. Kareem Irfan, Chairman
2. Dr. Bambade Shakoor-Abdullah 
3. Dr. Irfan Ahmad (via audio conference)
4. Murad Moosa Bhaidani (via audio conference)
5. Mumtaz Champsi 
6. Clyde El-Amin (via audio conference)
7. S. Jafer Hasnain 
8. Dr. Sevil Kutay 
9. Tariq Malhance (via audio conference)

MAAC Members Absent:

1. Sikirat Adigun 
2. Dzafer Kulenovic 
3. Salim Al Nurridin 
4. Aisha Qadeem 
5. Ahmed Rehab 
6. Dr. Mohammed Zaher Sahloul 
7. Tariq El-Amin
8. Dr. Mohammed Kaiseruddin 

Guests Present:

Nia Odeoti-Hassan, Office of the Illinois Senate President 













I.	Call to Order and Roll Call

Chairman Irfan called the Meeting to order at 3:35 p.m. 

Ms. Champsi called the roll.  There being five (5) Members physically present and four (4) Members participating via audio conference, a quorum was met. 

II.	Co-Chairs’ Remarks 

Chairman Irfan reviewed the Council meeting schedule for calendar year 2015.

III.	Adoption of the Minutes

Having a quorum, Minutes of the Meeting held on November 18, 2014 were taken up for consideration. Ms. Champsi made a motion for the adoption of the Minutes. Dr. Bambade seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

IV.	Report by the Legislative Affairs Committee

Dr. Bambade stated that she had prepared the draft Legislative Affairs Committee Report shortly after the last Council meeting and had forwarded it for feedback.  Ms. Odeoti-Hassan will incorporate comments to the draft Report and will forward the revised version to Chairman Irfan for inclusion in the MAAC Report and Recommendations being prepared for Governor-elect Rauner.

Mr. El-Amin suggested adding "Higher Education" as a category to be followed by the Legislative Affairs Committee section.

A discussion ensued on the proposed bill to legislatively establish MAAC.  Ms. Odeoti-Hassan updated the Council saying she is seeking a sponsor for the bill that would codify MAAC into state statute and is also seeking to establish contact with Governor-elect Rauner and his transition team.  

V.	Report by the Economic Development Committee

Mr. Hasnain reviewed the draft Economic Development Committee Report. 

VI.	Report by the Communications Committee

Mr. Bhaidani reviewed the activities of the Communications Committee for the past two years including the creation of the Islamic Cultural Sensitivity Guide prepared for the State of Illinois. Mr. El-Amin offered to assist Mr. Rehab with the Communications Committee Report as needed.



VII.	Other Business

Mr. Hasnain and Chairman Irfan will prepare a draft document of the MAAC Report and Recommendations for Governor-elect Rauner, and will circulate to the Council for feedback upon completion. A discussion ensued regarding how to best present the MAAC Report and Recommendations to the Governor-elect. The Council agreed to have Ms. Odeoti-Hassan reach out to the transition team. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
VIII.	Public Comment

None.

IX. 	Adjournment

Chairman Irfan made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Bambade seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

The MAAC Meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Mumtaz Champsi








