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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 23, 2014 MEETING OF THE
MUSLIM AMERICAN ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Muslim American Advisory Council (“MAAC” or the “Council”), pursuant to notice duly given, held a Meeting on October 23, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. in the James R. Thompson Center, 100 West Randolph Street, Suite 16-504, Chicago, Illinois 60601.

MAAC Members Present:

1. Sohair Omar, Co-Chair
2. Dr. Bambade Shakoor-Abdullah (via audio conference)
3. Sikirat Adigun 
4. Dr. Irfan Ahmad (via audio conference)
5. Mumtaz Champsi (via audio conference)
6. Clyde El-Amin 
7. S. Jafer Hasnain (via audio conference)
8. Dzafer Kulenovic (via audio conference)
9. Dr. Sevil Kutay
10. Tariq Malhance
11. Salim Al Nurridin (via audio conference)
12. Aisha Qadeem (via audio conference)
13. Ahmed Rehab (via audio conference)
14. Dr. Mohammed Zaher Sahloul (via audio conference)

MAAC Members Absent:

1. Kareem M. Irfan, Esq., Co-Chair
2. Murad Moosa Bhaidani 
3. Tariq El-Amin
4. Dr. Mohammed Kaiseruddin 
5. Eboo Patel

Guests Present:

Kehinde Animashaun, Nigerian Islamic Association 
Joseph Costigan, Illinois Department of Labor
Lilian Jimenez, Illinois Department of Labor
Sumaiya Saad, Office of the Governor
Iftekhar Shareef, Federation of Indian Association 
Sufyan Sohel, Council on American-Islamic Relations—Chicago (“CAIR-Chicago”)
Ronald Willis, Illinois Department of Labor





I.	Call to Order and Roll Call

Co-Chair Omar called the Meeting to order at 3:07 p.m. 

Ms. Saad called the roll.  There being five (5) Members physically present and nine (9) Members participating via audio conference, a quorum was met. 

II.	Co-Chairs’ Remarks 

Co-Chair Omar reminded the Council that MAAC is a public body and is thus subject to the Open Meetings Act (“OMA”). She noted the importance of compliance in respect to public trust and law, and asked the Members to complete the OMA training via the Attorney General’s website. Ms. Saad will send the Members further information regarding the completion of the OMA training following the Meeting. 

III.	Adoption of the Minutes

Having a quorum, Minutes of the Meeting held on September 16, 2014 were taken up for consideration. Dr. Kutay made a motion for the adoption of the Minutes. Mr. El-Amin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

IV. 	Presentation on Wage Theft and Protections (Joe Costigan, Director, Illinois Department of Labor) 

Joe Costigan, Director of the Illinois Department of Labor (“IDOL”), along with Lilian Jimenez and Ronald Willis from IDOL, presented on wage theft and protections as one of various issues IDOL addresses.  More broadly, they spoke on the mission of the Department and how they strive to protect and preserve the rights of working people through aggressive enforcement programs related to occupational safety and health, regulating licensing and permits, and providing consultations to small and medium-sized businesses. Discussion ensued, touching on questions about laws concerning taxi cab licensing, technical assistance, and how IDOL works with other agencies. The presenters encouraged the Council to browse the IDOL website and to reach out with any questions or concerns regarding the rights of Illinois’ workforce.  

V.	Report by the Legislative Affairs Committee

Co-chair Omar remarked that in order to ensure the longevity of MAAC, the Council should work toward codifying the Muslim American Advisory Council into state law. She commented on how MAAC has proven valuable to both the Governor and the greater community through its consistent policy recommendations and outreach. Ms. Odeoti-Hassan shared example legislation by other bodies which will be used to help draft legislation for MAAC.

In order to inform the MAAC legislation, the Council discussed the issue of membership, meeting frequency, and committee roles. Co-chair Omar emphasized the factor of diversity amongst members and suggested imposing term limits in order to give new individuals an opportunity to serve. Dr. Sahloul advised taking into consideration the type of representation that should be present on the Council and tapping into various communities in order to diversify membership. 

VI.	Report by the Economic Development Committee

Ms. Saad presented a compilation of State resources for Illinois business owners, including information on taxpayer responsibilities, benefits and financial assistance offered, and contact information for various State agencies and their respective offices. The Council offered feedback on how to consolidate and best disseminate the information. Mr. El-Amin noted that this will serve as a road map for a guide to resources available in the State, and suggested the Council get feedback from business owners in order to make this resource guide most beneficial. 

VII.	Report by the Communications Committee

There was no report by the Communications Committee.
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VIII.	Other Business

None.

IX.	Public Comment

None.

X. 	Adjournment

Mr. Malhance made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Kutay seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

The MAAC Meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Sumaiya Saad
Policy Dunn Fellow
Office of the Governor 



