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 What do we know today? 

• Nationwide Broadband Network For Public Safety  

• Operated by the Federal Government  

• In response to the 9/11 Commission Report 

 Funded  

• Planning Money  

• Implementation Money  

 State Level Decision  

• Provide the Federal Government our requirements 

• Opt In / Opt Out 

 Operated by FirstNet 

 



 FirstNet - First Responder Network Authority 

 Congress created a new Federal authority within 

NTIA / Department of Commerce to control state and 

local first responder broadband communications. 

(H.R. 3630) 

 Empowered to build and operate a nationwide public 

safety broadband network for state & local public safety 

agencies. 

 Established a 15-Member Board selected by NTIA and 

appointed by the Secretary of Commerce.   

 FirstNet is expected to issue RFPs for a national core 

network. 

 



 Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 

assigned the D-Block to Public Safety and created 

FirstNet 

 



 Data - Text / Email / Messaging / Files  

 Images - Video / Pictures  

 Advanced Uses  

• All Users - Integrated with CAD / Mapping / GPS / 

Location / Geo-Spatial / Biometrics 

• Law - Citation / Reports / Fingerprint / Data Base  

• Fire - Pre-plans / Database Access   

• EMS - 12 Lead EKG / Images / Database Access  

• EMA - Pre-Plans / Database Access / Sit Rep 

 Voice (proposed) 
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 Not Defined 

90 Days 

FCC Chairman Appoints Interoperability Board 

Interoperability Board Files Technical Req. Doc With FCC 

FCC Accepts or Modifies Plan 

Interoperability Board Dissolves 

DOC Appoints Board For FirstNet 

NTIA Establishes State & Local Implementation Grant Program 

FirstNet Completes RFP Process / Submits Plans To States 

States Decide To Accept or Opt Out 

Note: Only time periods stated in Days are specified in the law. 

180 Days If Opt Out  

State Develops RFP  

and submits to  

FCC for Approval 
Aug 22 

 

 2012 

// 

// 

States Apply for Grants and Submit State Plans to FirstNet 



2013 2016 2018 2012 2015 

Q3 2012  

FirstNet Board Established 

NTIA - State and Local Planning Grant 

2014 2017 

Planning (Phase I Phase II)  

ESTIMATED 

Nationwide Build Out 

2019 

NTIA - RFP 

States Plan Submitted  

Opt-in / Opt-out 

Early Adopters  Build Out  



$135 million grant program for state and local 
FirstNet planning and outreach 
• Illinois will receive  $5M 

 

3 year formula-based matching grant program 
• Designate a single officer or governance body 

• Define how states will collect input from local 
jurisdictions 

• Explain how existing public safety governance and 
planning authorities will be incorporated with FirstNet 
consultation 

• Define how states will expand existing governance 
structures to incorporate expertise with LTE  

 



Governor's Office  
• CIO  

Lt Governor's Office  
• Rural Affairs  

 Illinois Emergency Management Agency 

Statewide Interoperability Coordinator    

Central Management Services  

Partnership for a Connected Illinois   

USDA-Rural Development  

 Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs-WIU 

 



 

By 3/19 - State applies for planning grant 

Create a statewide written plan 

 Inventory of currently available assets   

Develop governance structure for Illinois  

Planning, Education, Outreach 

 



Joe Galvin (SWIC) 
• 312.833.1823 

• joe.galvin@illinois.gov 

 

Laura Kessel  
• 217.558.3728 

• laura.kessel@illinois,gov 
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