
Economic Recovery Commission  
Government Committee Meeting 
Minutes for November 24, 2009 
 
 
 
                                                                MINUTES 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Chookaszian at 11:10am. 
 
     Attendance: Dennis Chookaszian, Alex Rorke, Joe Persky, John Brodson, Jennifer 
Weisensee, Ben Winick, Kevin Ryan, Ron Messina 
 

 
I. There was continued discussion of the state’s current problem, including both 

the budgetary shortfall and its unfunded liability and structural deficit. 
  
II. It was agreed that the agenda for today’s meeting would serve as the outline 

for the committee’s final report to the Commission. 
  
III. Special attention was paid to the causes of the state’s revenue problems, most 

specifically the state pension system and the continuing, predictable cost of 
Medicaid since its inception. 

 
IV. Other points of discussion included the importance of an economic model that 

clearly illustrates the decline, if not the tipping point where economic 
recovery becomes problematic. 
 

V. It was noted that fiscal instability at best causes concern for businesses 
considering relocating to (or remaining in) Illinois as they analyze a location’s 
business climate. 

 
VI. Reducing expenses by an across-the-board wage cut was discussed. 

 
VII. The importance of changing the sate’s accounting system to GAS 43 was 

highlighted and supported. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45pm. 
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