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1) The right to be treated with dignity, respect, and consideration as a professional member of the
child welfare team.

2) The right to be given standardized pre-service training and appropriate ongoing training to meet
mutually assessed needs and improves the foster parent’s skills.

3) The right to be informed as to how to contact the appropriate child care agency in order to receive
information and assistance to access supportive services for children in the foster parents care.

4) The right to receive timely financial reimbursement commensurate with the level of care and
needs of the child as specified in the service plan.
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5) The right to be provided a clear, written understanding of a placement agency's plan concerning
the placement of a child in foster parents home. Inherent in this right is the foster parent’s
responsibility to support activities that will promote the child's right to relationships with his or her
own family and cultural heritage.

6) The right to be provided a fair, timely, and impartial investigation of complaints concerning the
foster parent’s licensure,

7) The right, at any time during which a child is placed with the foster parent, to receive additional or
necessary information that is relevant to the child's care.

8) The right at the time of placement with the foster parent to receive, in writing, the medical history
of the child, educational history, a copy of the child’'s portion of the service plan, and other
relevant background information.

9) The right to be notified of scheduled meetings and staffings concerning the foster child in order to
aclively participate in the case planning and decision making process.

10) Theright to be given, in a timely and consistent manner, any information a case worker has
regarding the child and the child's family.

11) The right to be given reasonable written notice of (i) any changes in a child's case plan.

12) The right to be notified in a timely and complete manner of all court hearings.

13) Theright to be considered as a placement option when a foster child who was formerly placed
with the foster parent is lo be re-entered into foster care, if that placement is consistent with the
best interest of the child and other children in the foster parent's home.

14) The right to have timely access to the child placement agency's existing appeals process and the
right to be free from acts of harassment and retaliation by any other party when exercising the
right to appeal.

15) The right to be informed of the Foster Parent Hotline.
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1) The responsibility to openly communicate and share information about the child with other
members of the child welfare team.

2) The responsibility lo respect the confidentiality of information concerning foster children and their
families and act appropriately within applicable confidentiality laws and regulations.

3) The responsibility 1o advocate for children in the foster parent's care.

4) The responsibility to treat children in the foster parent’s care and the children's families with dignity,
respect, and consideration.

5) The responsibility to recognize the foster parent's own individual and familial strengths and
limitations when deciding whether to accept a child into care; and the responsibility to recognize the
foster parent's own support needs and utilize appropriate supports in providing care for foster
children.

6) The responsibility to be aware of the benefits of relying on and affiliating with other foster parents
and foster parent associations in improving the quality of care and service to children and families.

7) The responsibility to assess the foster parent's on-going individual training needs and take actions
to meet those needs.

8) The responsibility to develop and assist in implementing sirategies to prevent placement
disruptions.
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9)

10)
11)

12)

13)

14)

15)
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17)

The responsibility to know the impact foster parenting has on individuals and family relationships;
and the responsibility to endeavor to minimize, as much as possible, any stress resuiting from
foster parenting.

The responsibility to know the rewards and benefits to children, parents, families and society that
come from foster parenting and to promote the foster parenting experience in a positive way.

The responsibility to know the roles, right, and responsibilities of foster parent, other professionals
in the child welfare system, the foster child, and the foster child’s own family.

The responsibility to know and, as necessary, fulfill the foster parent’s responsibility to serve as a
mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect under the Abused and Neglected Child
Reporting Act; and the responsibility to know the child welfare agency's policy regarding allegations
that foster parents have committed child abuse or neglect and applicable administrative rules and
procedures governing investigations of those allegations.

The responsibility to know and receive training regarding the purpose of administrative case
reviews, clienls services plans, and court processes, as well as any filing or time requirement
associated with those proceedings; and the responsibility to actively participate in the foster
parents’ designated role in those proceedings.

The responsibility to know the child welfare agency's appeal procedure for foster parents and the
right of foster parents under the procedure.

The responsibility to know and understand the importance of maintaining accurate and relevant
records regarding the child's history and progress; and the responsibility to be aware of and follow
the procedures and regulations of the child welfare agency with which the foster parent is licensed
or affiliated.

The responsibility to share information, through the child welfare team, with the subsequent
caregiver (whether the child's parents or another substitute caregiver) regarding the chiid's
adjustment in the foster parent's home.

The responsibility to provide care and services that are respective of and responsive to the child's
cultural needs and supportive of the relationship between the child and his or her own family.
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History of the Foster Parent Law

In the late 80’s as Chair of the Child Welfare Subcommittee, Representative
Tom Dart traveled around the state listening to child welfare issues. Foster parents
who were already involved in the lllinois Foster Parent Association atiended those
town meetings and began voicing their concerns. As a result, a select few were
invited to testify in political forums. The result of Representative Dart's findings led
to a legislative report of recommendations for improving the child welfare system.
Included in those recommendations was a Foster Parent Bill of Rights.

Representative Dart introduced the Foster Parent Bill of Rights to the lllinois
General Assembly, but because of its lack of legal language and corresponding
responsibility section the Bill was referred back for negotiations. A Governor's Task
Force was formed to create a “responsibility” section and to write the entire
recommendation in a legal format. A few legislators, selected DCFS staff, and
some of the original group of foster parents were assigned to this taskforce.

On June 3", 1995, Governor Edgar signed Public Policy 89.19 into law. The
original Foster Parent Bill of Rights, now incorporated in The Foster Parent Law,
became a reality on its third trip before the legislature. lis title is misleading
because it is actually good child welfare practice that is not intended to be a
solution but a step toward better teamwork between DCFS and foster parents.
Indeed, it is the foundation for all foster parent trainings, conferences, and work
groups. It is also a part of new worker training and will be included in Best Practice.

The fifteen Rights and seventeen Responsibilities listed in the Foster Parent
Law provide a job description for foster parents. The Foster Parent Law is also a
part of DCFS policy (P.T. 2000.14) and rule (Foster Parent Code 340). “The
Department and purchase of service agencies are responsible for developing
annual plans for implementation of the law to insure that foster parents are
provided with the information and support to fulfill their responsibility to fully
participate as a member of the child welfare team,” [Foster Parent Code — Section
340.30]. Annual plans must be submitted to the lllinois Statewide Foster Parent
Advisory Council for review and approval. The implementation plan must state how
each DCFS region or private agency will implement the law for their licensed foster
parents. These plans are graded and must achieve a passing rate or they are
returned to the agency for resubmission. A monitoring process is being developed
that will hold regions and agencies accountable for their plans.
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l. 2015 Annual Implementation Plan Report

The Southern Region is proud to present the following annual report.

The Statewide Foster Parent Advisory Council evaluated and reviewed the Southern
Region’s Foster Parent Law Implementation Plan for 2015 and rated it Acceptable.

The Southern Region Foster Parent Law Training was successfully implemented. A total of
ten trainings were held in the Southern Region. The trainings are conducted by Southern
Region staff with foster parent collaboration. The trainings were attended by both staff and
foster parents throughout the region. This provides for excellent opportunity for enhanced
communication between foster parents and staff. It has been particularly beneficial for
newer staff and foster parents. Foster parents and staff were notified of the trainings by
either direct mailing or email listing locations, dates, and times. As a result of these
trainings staff gained a greater knowledge about the Foster Parent Law and what their
responsibilities are in implementation, and what responsibilities foster parents and staff
share. An interactive format allowed for staff and foster parents to discuss current practice
and ideas as they relate to the Foster Parent Law Implementation Plan. The continued use
of vignettes has proven effective to emphasize the Law's connection to direct services and
real life application.

The Southern Region Foster Parent Advisory Council retained the quarterly meeting
format in order to maximize foster parent representation. Four meetings were held using
the teleconference format connecting six (6) geographically separate sites. Foster parents
who were unable to attend physically at one of the sites were offered the teleconference
number to call in to the meeting, as well. This arrangement minimizes travel for foster
parents and increases their opportunity to participate. The meetings were held in the
evening from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Southern Region Advisory Council meetings are
preceded by an informal “pre-meeting” at each site where foster parents are encouraged
to present any concerns, issues, problems, and suggestions. If issues discussed in the
pre-meeting relate to the Foster Parent Law Rights and Responsibilities, then the site host
will present these during the formal Adviscry Council meeting. This has proven successful
in helping to resolve issues informally at a local level. The intention is to strengthen this
forum by continued distribution of the information about these meetings and
encouragement locally by staff and other foster parents to increase in person participation.

In September a team of foster parents and staff met to review and revise the current plan.
Suggestions for improvement that were listed in the notification scoring letter were used to
guide any changes. Foster parent comments on the 2014 Implementation Plan were also
reviewed and addressed where appropriate. After revisions were made, all foster parents
in the region were notified by a direct mailing of the opportunity to request a copy of the
plan for review, comment, and approval. These plans are also accessible at all DCFS field
offices during the last week of October and first week of November., DCFS staif also
received a similar notification via the Qutlook email system.

Public comment was encouraged by publication in the official state newspaper, the
Taylorville Breeze-Courier and also in direct mailings to all the region’s foster families.
Foster parents were advised that their comments would be kept on file and considered in
development of the final plan.
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Approval and sign-off procedures remained the same. All staff and foster parents who
attended the final Advisory Council meeting of the year were given the opportunity to
register their approval of the plan. In addition, foster parents or staff who requested the
plan were provided with an "approval form" along with a stamped self-addressed envelope
to return the signed form. A copy of the plan was placed in each field office with a
notification to foster parents that they could review the plan in the office and sign a
document registering their approval.

After approval, a letter is sent to all Southern Region foster parents letting them know that
the approved plan is available to them in a hard copy or via email attachment.

Deficiencies/suggestions for improvement of the 2015 DCFS Southern Region Foster
Parent Law Implementation Plan were discussed and addressed, as follows:

e The October 16™ Review and Revision meeting appears to include only staff. We
don't need staff names. Please send names of foster parents involved in plan
development.

Answer: Increased effort and focus on getting foster parents to attend and
participate in the revision meeting were made this year. As a result we were able to
get representatives from three different foster families to participate in our revision
meeting. The sign in sheet, including both staff and foster parent names, is
submitted as an attachment.

+ Follow the Style Sheet we provide when writing your Annual report.

Answer: The Foster Parent Law Implementation Plan Revised Style Sheet guide,
dated 08-2015, was consulted and used to write this year's annual report.

¢ Please use this form (our feedback) when revising your plan.

Answer: The Reviewer's Overall Comments were shared with the Southern Region
Foster Parent Advisory Council and with the participants in the revision meeting.
The strengths, deficiencies/suggestions for improvement, and general comments
were discussed and used to guide the revisions to this year's plan.

o Caseworkers should be trained to work with foster parents to identify placements at
risk of disruption.

Answer: This was discussed with the Southern Region Foster Parent Advisory
Council and with the participants at the revision meeting. Significant changes to the
“placement stabilization” services that we offer to foster children and families took
place this last year. The goal of the changes is to increase the effectiveness of this
service. Staff were given information on this service, including when and how to
refer foster families to the new Intensive Placement Stabilization service.

The Southern Region grievance process remains unchanged. Foster parents received a
copy of the procedure via direct mail in September to reacquaint them with this process.
In addition, any Foster Parent who attended the Foster Parent Law trainings received a
review of the process. A centralized filing system is still in use to maintain copies of all
grievances. There were no formal grievances filed in 2015.
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Plan Narratives for Rights 1 — 15 and Responsibilities 1 - 17
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FY 2015 Board Rates

MONTHLY PAYMENT SCHEDULE
Licensed, Non-Specialized Foster Care
Effective July 1, 2014

Child's Age Board Clothing Allowance Total
0 to 11 months $366.00 $39.00 * | $13.00 $ 418.00
1 to 4 years $368.00 $44.00 * | $14.00 $ 426.00
5 - 8 years $371.00 $59.00 $15.00 $445.00
9 -11 years $379.00 $68.00 $25.00 $472.00
12 and over $389.00 $77.00 $45.00 $511.00

* Personal allowance for children 4 years and under is to be used for incidentals (toys, rattles, etc.), which become the
property of the child,
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5) The right to
be provided a
clear, written
understanding
of a placement
agency's plan
concerning the
placement of a
child in foster
parent's home.
Inherent in this
right is the
foster parent’s
responsibility to
support
activities that
will promote the
child's right to
relationships
with his or her
own family and
cultural
heritage.

e Foster parent
participation in
development of
the case plan

' Timely
notification of
changes in case
plan/
permanency
goal, including
method of
notification

» Foster parent
participation/
input into
visitation/
communication
plan

Foster parent participation in the development of the case plan is assured t
communication between caseworkers and foster parents at home visits, ph
Meetings, Child and Family Teams, at Administrative Case Reviews (ACR™
ideas and suggestions are considered as the service plan is developed.

Foster parents’ rights to timely notification concerning changes in their foste
being ensured by:

» Established written notifications that provide foster parents the oppc
foster child’s ACR and share in case plan changes. Notification of t
to the foster parent approximately 14 days prior to review in order tc
date of the review and to gather information.

» Foster parents are given a copy of the child’s portion of the Service
unable to attend it is mailed to them.

Often phone calls are utilized for timely notification of changes.

+ As stated in the permanency initiative Policy Guide 98.1 the Southe
caseworkers provide the primary foster parents a monthly face-to-fa

e Participation/input into visitationfcommunication plan is ensured anc
the Behavior Log, and Medication Log. These are forms submitted
parent and given to workers during monthly in-home visits.

« Other means of gathering information for input into the plan is phon:
the foster parents.

¢ The foster parent will notify the worker on the amount of communice
the birth family that is comfortable for them. Foster parents can stip
flexible telephone conversations with the birth family and their willin
in their home. They will also discuss their ability to transport the chi
order to build on the importance of family preservation.

e The CFS 250-A Caregiver's Self Assessment of Reunification Prep:
foster parents in conjunction with licensing staff at initial licensure al
assist foster parents in determining their willingness and ability to pz
reunification goal for a child in their care. If a foster parent needs fur
training in regards to a reunification goal a three hour training is offe
often, as needed, through the Department’s Training Unit.

16
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