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ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 
 

SCAN COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
 

June 17, 2015 – 09:30 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Chairs:  Diane Scruggs and Cynthia Savage 
 

DCFS Liaison:  Valerie McDaniels – valerie.mcdaniels@illinois.gov 
 

Call-In Number:  1-888-494-4032; Access Code:  4975411084 
 

Visitor:  None 
 
 
In Person Attendees:  (Springfield) Mary Bennett and Mary Forney (Chicago) Audrena Spence, 
Elaine Johnson, Diane Scruggs, Jackie Sharp, and Valerie McDaniels 
 
Teleconference Attendees: Veatrice Crawford, Delilah Nelson, Doris Houston, Cynthia Savage, Joe 
Hemphill, Maria Glisson, and Nancie Brown  
  
Absent:  Michael Holmes, Mary Hardy-Hall, Honorable Judge Patricia Martin, and Roy Harley 
 
Introductions:  Introductions of SCAN members and DCFS Liaison  
 
Review of Minutes:  February 2015 Minutes were reviewed and approved.  
 
State of DCFS:  Keith Langston was unable to attend the meeting today. Valerie McDaniels reported 
that the Director has made some changes in leadership team. The Director has named three Senior 
Deputies to run the day to day operations. They are as follows: Dr. Cynthia Tate, Sr. Deputy  
Div. Program Practice, Quality and Research; Carolyn Ross, Administration; and Andrew Flach, Chief 
of Staff.  The Director also has held town hall meetings at various offices across the state to meet with 
staff and management.  
 
Status review of 2016 Grant:  Valerie report the 2016 applications process has been on hold. The sub-
committee was able to select the top six grantees but all contracts were placed on hold by the 
Governor’s office in February 2015. Therefore, no one was expected to be notified until the hold was 
released. However, a mistake was made when the six grantees were notified by another office. The 
ideas were to notify all applicants both declined and accepted at the same time. Diane mentioned that 
letters should be sent to all applicants regarding the hold. Valerie reported that she has tried to obtain 
clarity to no avail.  However, another effort will be made ASAP. 
 
SCAN Annual Report-FY-2015:  Valerie reported the SCAN annual report was completed. The report 
consisted of all activities by the SCAN committee throughout FY 15.  The report consisted of the 
Department’s responses to SCAN’s recommendations from FY14. It also consisted on the ongoing 
tasks and projects being handled by the committee. There was documentation with regards to the case 
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reviews held in November 2015 and the FY 15 recommendations for the Department were documented 
in the report. Diane recommended that the report be sent to all SCAN members.     
 
Open Meeting Act and Ethics Requirements: Valerie reported several committee members had not 
taken the OMA certification requirements. Those committee members will be notified.   If your job or 
another committee requires you to complete the ethics examination, please submit your certificate as it 
will be honored.  Both FY 16 OMA and Ethics examination will be due in October 2015, all new 
members must have it done within 30 days. 
 
Brief Overview of the National Citizen Panel Conference: Cynthia and Jackie both attended.  Some of 
the highlights were as followed: 
 
Cynthia Reported: 

• Consent decree New Federal legislations requirements for all states, such as, The Children 
Normalcy Act, for example:  
 foster children not allowed to attend a friend’s sleepover 
 Background and fingerprint their processes  

• Achieved results with permanency (do not assume judges and states attorneys are bias).   
• SCAN committees marketing with media outlets to inform them of our roles 
• Try to work with universities  
• Different state Departments does file reviews (modeled structure for the file review such as 

institutions, sex abuse, etc., is needed.) 
 

 
Jackie Reported: 

• The conference helped me to understand better what our charge is as a committee 
• They presented Annual reports 
• Silent Auctions to raise funds for awareness 
• Development of brochures and pamphlets regarding SCAN 
• Most state SCAN committees cannot make their State Department do anything; whereas 

Illinois DCFS must response by law 
• Other states have the same mission, Illinois address different issues- tackles Department’s parts 

of the systems but same focus. 
• Illinois has four legal statutory citizen work groups ( see below) 

 Children and Family Services Advisory Council 
 Children's Justice Task Force  
 Illinois Child Death Review Team/Executive Council  
 Statewide Citizen's Committee on Abuse/Neglect 

• Find common grounds with all the other citizen review panels above. It was mentioned by 
members that we did have one meeting with all the Citizens panel review teams in November 
2014.  There were other meetings to follow but none occurred.  Valerie will need to follow up 
with the persons in charge of the scheduling of the recommended quarterly meetings.    
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Pending Legislature Review: Valerie shared copies of the most recent HB and SB the Department was 
facing, including pending bills created by the DCFS.   
 
Subcommittee needed- updated and enhanced by-laws:   Cynthia agreed at the last meeting to lead the 
subcommittee to review both by-laws and legislator requirements.  The following SCAN members 
agreed to joining the committee they were:  Diane, Veatrice, and Audrena. Valerie will send out 
selected meeting dates and times, along with the bylaws and statutory requirements to all members and 
seek others to join the committee. Keith Langston will be notified as well.  
 
Statewide Membership Drive-SCAN members’ discussion: Valerie explained the need to increase 
membership to approximately 30; and the importance of seeking out members of all ethnicity 
background and experiences. This would include persons may not have child welfare experiences such 
as a birth parent. Members expressed concerns regarding reimbursements to attend meetings. Such as, 
a student may not always have the funding.  The committee may have to look at various ways other 
than just videoconferences but the use of Skype.  Maria mentioned that she has a handicapped adult 
that she cares for and the Department use to pay for caregiver expenses.   It has to be cleared as to what 
expenses will be paid.  Currently money is being covered by CAPTA dollars for reimbursements. 
Valerie mentioned that all mileages, parking tickets, lunch expenses can be subcommittee for 
payments.it was mentioned that some Springfield venders do accept state vouchers but they are not 
accepted in locations in downtown Chicago.  There is approximately $3400 in the funds available to 
pay expenses. What is not used will be place back into the CAPTA funds. The new grant FY 16 funds 
are expected to be granted in July 2015. We should seek out students, birthparents but they will need 
transportation. There has to be commitment at all levels in the Department with regards to the SCAN 
committee. It was mentioned to have a birth parent, attorneys, youth, etc. It was also mentioned 
persons from the ALCU but it was not considered based on their roles with the Department and an 
avenue to get immediate relief to changes.  
 
 
Announcements:  
 
Other Matters: None 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  August 19, 2015 FROM 9:30 AM – NOON 
LOCATIONS:  DCFS Offices at 100 W. Randolph, Chicago and 

406 E. Monroe, 7th Floor, Springfield 
Video Conference Rooms 


