
Illinois Children & Family Services Advisory Council 

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

2:00pm to 4:00pm 
100 W. Randolph, Chicago, IL 60601 

6th Floor Conference Room 215 
Call-in number: 888-494-4032 & Access code: 3501606# 

 

Council Members Present in-person  Marge Berglind, Robert Bloom, April Curtis, Tim Egan, Senator Mattie 
Hunter. 

Council Members Present via phone  Judge Patricia Martin, Dr. Jill Glick, Carlos Rodrieguez, and Tatiana Jackson.  

Council Members Absent  Jay Paul Derantany, Billie Larkin, and Erin Merryn 

DCFS Staff Present in-person  Director George H. Sheldon, Jason Woodside, Theresa Hughes, Josiah 
Moore, April Curtis, and Jeremy Harvey. 

DCFS Staff Guest(s) in-person Melissa Jaacks and Don Winstead 
 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

a. Tim Egan called the meeting to order at 2:06pm.  

b. The Director introduced Don Winstead and Melissa Jaacks to the council.  

i. Don Winstead was with the Department of Health and Human Services in Washington 

and then was Deputy Secretary of the Florida Department of Children and Families and 

worked with the Director  

ii. Melissa Jacks was the Assistant Secretary for ACF and when the Director was in 

Washington and Melissa was Chief of Staff for the Administration of Children and 

Families.   

c. Minutes from October 28th were approved by Dr. Jill Glick and Judge Patricia Martin seconded 

the motion. 

II. Don Winstead & Melissa Jacks Observations  

a. Organizational structure  

b. Collecting the correct data to make actionable decisions that can influence practice 

i. Like to push decision-making to the lowest level  

c. Maximization of Federal Funds  

i. Title IV-E foster care is an entitlement and so the higher your eligibility, the higher your 

expenses, the more you can earn 

ii. There are two federal funding sources that are uncapped federal entitlements you can 

access. One is Title IV-E and the other is Medicaid and those are the opportunities; there 

are also significant risks associated with maximizing revenue 

d. The next level is digging into operations and examining the functions, activities, and informal 

communication structures that have sprung up via compensating for the organizational 

structure 



III. Update on By-Laws, Mission, and Goals  

a. Jay was not in attendance and Dr. Glick have not received any updates from Jay 

b. Josiah will follow up with Jay before January 15, 2016  

c. Director would like to shore up the membership to this advisory council. This is the repository 

professional input to the agency on a cross section of pediatric issues, psychological, and 

residential monitoring issues.  

d. CWAC has been very good in aligning the recommendations of our partner agencies but what 

the Director would like to see is, a substantial part of the mission of this Council aligning with 

the strategic implementation and strategic planning that the Department is trying to do.  

e. Jeremy and the Director will put together a draft of mission and goals with options and then the 

Council can prioritize on that. 

IV. Recommendations for Vacant Seats on the Council  

a. The Council reviewed summaries of potential candidates and discussed the candidates 

experience  

b. Senator Mattie Hunter raised the concern that she does not see representation of people of 

color on the committee. 

i. Senator Hunter is going to reach out to Carl Bell and Dr. Glick is going to reach out to Dr. 

Lisa Thornton.  

ii. The Director made a suggestion that for individuals like this, first  see if there’s an 

interest to be considered and then circulate those resumes to the full council because 

this can become a time consuming process. He would like to get some people appointed 

as quickly as possible so the Council has a full panel. 

c. Judge Martin raised a concern there is nobody represented from CPS and Housing 

i. April will check with the ISBE Board for the home nursing world and the Director will 

contact the Superintendent and for Housing the Director is contacting Secretary Jim 

Dimas 

d. Judge Martin raised another concern that, if in fact we go through the list we recommend or 

decide to recommend each of the persons listed here, does that then limit the ability of the 

council to recommend some other people like Dr. Bell, Dr. Thornton and others that have been 

even mentioned here today or are we conscious of that and saving room for those persons? 

i. The Director responded no that we should still move forward - but there is going to be a 

point in time where it starts filling up and I do think we have to take into consideration 

that the governor may for whatever reason decide not to appoint all candidates on the 

list.  

e. The Council agreed to recommend the following to the Governor: Derek G. Velazco, Ph.D.; Anita 

Weinberg, J.D.; Mary A. Crane, Ph.D.; Robert M. Foltz, Psy.D.; and Jennifer L. Hansen, J.D. 

f. The council decided to hold on Seeba Anam, MD; Michelle Cutler, Ph.D.; Stepphen Budde, Ph.D. 

and Richard Epstein, Ph.D. , M.P.H.  

i. Would like to hear from the Director regarding Richard Epstein.  

V. Propose Youth & Alum Recommendations 



a. April discussed four youth that are being recommended representing each region in the state.  

They also have had placements in various foster care settings and are currently in foster care. 

She nominated the following youth: 

 Northern Region:  Jamaal Adams  

 Cook Region: Carlos Rodriguez  

 Southern Region: Amy Spalding  

 Central Region: Tatiana Jackson  

 the youth come from different representations of services such as in residential care, in 

ILO/TLP care and in foster care. These youth are currently in care. 

b. April is working with Josiah on vetting the alumni for the two alumni seats and if anyone has 

recommendations in the room, they should send as well. These seats should be filled by the 

January meeting 

VI. Next Steps  

a. We will keep recommendations for candidates open until  January 15th to submit additional 

and then we can view the rest  

b. Josiah will follow up with Jay regarding by-laws  

c. Director and Jeremy are working on the mission and goals 

d. Next Meeting scheduled on January 20, 2016 from 2:00 to 3:30  at 100 W. Randolph 6th floor 

conference room 215 

e. April will check with the ISBE Board for the home nursing world and the Director will contact 

the Superintendent and for Housing the Director is contacting Secretary Jim Dimas 

f. Senator Hunter is going to reach out to Carl Bell and Dr. Glick is going to reach out to Dr. Lisa 

Thornton.  

 

 

VII. Meeting Adjourned at 3:58pm 


