
 
 

Illinois Children’s Justice Task Force 
March 5, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Child Protection Network - 200 W. Front Street, Suite 500-B 
Bloomington, IL      

 
With phone conference available from other areas  

 
 

 
 
Members in Attendance:  Char Rivette, Virginia Zic-Schlomas, Billie Larkin,  
Dr. Channing Petrak, , Ruth Lane, Donya Adkerson, Dr. Jill Glick, Laurie Riehm, Hon. Charles 
Reynard, Judith Brucker, Judy Bukowski, Paul Hamann, Tammy Bates, Hon. James Radcliffe 
and Annette Milleville.   
 
Members attending by Conference Call: Kathy McNamara and Dr. Mary Dobbins 
 
Members not attending: Desiree Taylor, Dan Callahan, Betsy Bier, Terry Carmichael, Julie 
Cummings, Patrick Dempsey, Jamie Friye, Evan Owens, Don Rose, Richard Russo and Hon. 
Stephen Sawyer. 
 
DCFS staff attending:  Mary Dreiser, task force administrator, Mike Ruppe, Catherine 
Smith, and Teddy Savas. 
 
9:32 a.m. – Meeting called to order by Char Rivette.  Char Rivette thanked Judy Brucker for 
hosting us and asked members to share anything new going on in their areas/agencies.   
 
Review of minutes from December 10, 2014:  
Hon James Radcliff made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  The motion was 
seconded by Virginia M Zinc-Schlomas.  Motion passed.   
 
Opportunity for public comment per OMA 
None at this time 
 
DCFS and DCP Updates  provided by Mike Ruppe and Catherine Smith 

• DCFS is looking to update the Call Center 
• Funding has been obtained for Investigating Kits for DCFS staff members 
• DCFS will be working together with the Casey Family Programs to assess 

data, residential services, child protection and missing youth. 
• There is a current revising of permanency procedures 
• New push for “1,200 in 120 days”.  A campaign to complete permanency for 

1,200 children in 120 days.   
• DCFS is in the process of creating a fatality website similar to Florida’s.  It is 

scheduled to be implemented in the next 30 to 60 days.  It will start with this 
fiscal year and will capture data in real time.   

 
 
 



Nominating Committee and Bylaw Revision 
Ruth Lane reminded everyone that time was fast approaching for election of officers.  She 
asked for volunteers to join her in a nomination committee.  Virginia Zic-Schlomas and 
Judith Bukowski both graciously agreed.  Ruth then explained that currently a general board 
membership term is four years with a one year potential renewal for a possible eight year 
membership.  However, officer terms are currently only one year with a potential one year 
renewal.  Given the Task Force projects that are projected to take multiple years and for 
consistency in leadership during these projects, Ruth Lane made a motion to revise the 
Bylaws to increase officer’s terms to two year terms with the option to renew once (1) for a 
potential total of four (4) years of service.   Paul Hamann seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed.   
 
The task force members then broke into the two working Committees:  MDT and 
Needs Assessment.  
 
Meeting Reports: 
 
Needs Assessment  
Mary Dreiser shared with the Task Force that we have advanced to the second and last 
survey phase.  C + R Research has completed the survey, and we did very well.  There were 
554 participants out of 9,091 polled. This is a response rate of 6.1% and is considered to be 
very good. Everyone who responded to the survey will receive a one page summary.  The 
Needs Assessment committee reviewed the summary and asked for the following from C + 
R Research:  a definition of the utility score, an analysis of the 9 categories per the 
responses, i.e. , are any of the categories disproportionately represented, and some 
language change in the final summary.  The committee also noted that in the top 10 -15 
highest priority improvements, many of the utility scores were very close. 
 
MDT Recommendations  
Char Rivette shared some of the brainstorming that was completed today.  Currently the 
team is looking at specialization across all disciplines.  This will be state wide but with 
flexibility for a certain area.  January 1, 2016, is the revised date for the report to be 
presented with completed recommendations.  An outline has begun and when completed 
will be brought forward to the committee for review.   
 
Task Force Administrator’s Update  
Mary Dreiser began with a Citizen Review Panel update. The task force was designated a 
Citizen Review Panel in 1999.   The Illinois Citizen Review Panel Informational Meeting was 
held in Chicago on November 21, 2014, and there was a good turnout. The task force was 
represented by Billie Larkin, Char Rivette, Ruth Lane and Paul Hamann. This year Jamie 
Friye and Ruth Lane volunteered to attend the National Citizen Review Panel 
Conference scheduled for May 18th -20th in Portland, Oregon.  They will being bring 
back information and share what they learned at the following quarterly meeting.   
 
The Task Force was aware that they would no longer be able to fund 6 CAC for 
$147,000 as they had done for the last 6 years.  It is still undecided as to who will 
take on that funding, but CAPTA funds are one possibility. 
 



 All task force members received a bound copy of the Final 2014 Annual Report and 
Grant Application.  Mary Dreiser requested that task force members review this 
biography information in the task force profile section and notify her of any 
corrections.   The 2015 annual grant application is due May 30, 2015. 
 
Regarding the planned statewide multidisciplinary training, there are not sufficient 
funds earmarked through Children’s Justice to complete this three year project.  
Through an agreement with the Illinois CAPTA state lead, CAPTA will provide 
$30,000 annually to joint fund this training.  MDT training falls within the guidelines 
for CAPTA funding. 
 
Our next meeting is June 4, 2015, at the Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center in 
Chicago.  We will be voting on a new slate of officers and will finalize our three year 
required federal recommendations.  The required Children’s Justice Grantees’ 
meeting will be June 10 & 11 in Washington D.C.  The task force administrator and 
the task force chair are required to attend.  Other task force members interested in 
attending were asked to submit their names.    
 
Legislative Update:  
Meryl Paniak was unable to join us today.  
 
MDT Training Committee Report (Billie Larkin)   
Billie Larkin reported that the MDT training will start in the fall in the Southern 
Region, and five teams (40 people) have already been identified.   The next step is to 
find an appropriate location.  A brochure is being developed that clearly defines the 
roles and responsibilities of the MDT, specifically designed to help new members 
resulting from staff turnover.   This brochure is scheduled to be completed by June, 
2015.   
 
Adjournment 
Hon James Radcliffe made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Jill Glick seconded 
the motion and motion passed.   
 
Next meeting 
June 4, 2015 in Chicago, IL – Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center and Char Rivette 
will be our host.   
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Ruth Lane,  
Children’s Justice Task Force Vice - Chair 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


