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June 5, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attended in Person at Deerfield Field Office: Benny Kuriakose, Santosh Kurian, Marjorie Moore, 
Stany D’Souza 

Called in:  Barbara Hirami, Vivian Robinson, Lily Ruan, Nancy Rodriguez, Siby Jacob, Keith 
Langston 

 
I. Called to order by Benny Kuriakose at 2:38PM. 

II. January 17, 2015 minutes amendment: the scheduled February 26 meeting did not 
convene. 
Benny motioned to approve the minutes, Nancy seconded. All in favor; none opposed. 
 

III. Old Business 
 

A. Still no Asian American Chief yet. Keith had no additional information on it. He 
added a few things: 1) this council’s membership has expired along with the 
term date; 2) annual meeting will be posted on the department’s website; 3) 
annual meeting agency will be forwarded to Jennifer Florent; 4) approved 
minutes will need to be posted on the website; 5) if this council wants to 
schedule a meeting with the Director, there is a meeting request form. Any 
notices coming out of the Director’s office, the council should inform Keith. 
 

B. Language Certification 
Several council members can certify other employees in their native language: 

Benny Kuriakose and Santhosh Kurian – Malayalam 
Lily Ruan – Chinese  
Stany D’Souza – Kannada 

C. Benny mentioned African American Advisory Council Institute Day to be held on 
June 6 at Governor’s State University and encourage council members to 
participate, but no travel accommodation will be provided. 
 

D. Benny announced that Asian American Advisory Council and Native American 
Council are going to host a joint meeting on June 17th, 2015 at 1911 S Indiana 
starting at noon. Marjorie has prepared the council for this upcoming meeting.  
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This is our first time to host a meeting with Native American Council. We ask 
council members to bring food and other paper goods. 
 

E. The council’s executive board accepts the new council members. There is no 
expiration date of our membership; it is not in our bylaws. Marjorie will get some 
clarification on that. We will consider nominating the chairperson, vice chair and 
the secretary in August and a new election in October. Marjorie encouraged 
members either nominate themselves or other people.  
 

F. Discussion of the meeting with the Director 
Marjorie has contacted the Director’s office and was given two potential dates: 
July 9th 10:00 am to 11:00 am or July 13th 10:00 am to 11:00 am 
 

G. Marjorie will check with the Director’s office to find out whether some members 
can call in. Marjorie asked members to send her an email confirming the 
participation of the meeting with the Director. 
 

H. The Advocacy office has asked the Council to step in to assist a private agency to 
communicate with clients on a cultural issue.  

 
I. For future situations, a couple of council members suggested develop a protocol 

and understand the expectations the Advocacy office and level of intervention 
needed from the council. 
 

J. Marjorie announced that Nisha had received a community social service award 
and expressed interest to join the council.  
 

IV. New Business 
A. Next Council meeting is set on August 27th at 2:30 PM by phone  

 
V. Meeting adjourned at 3:37 PM. 


