African American Advisory Council Minutes

Michael D. Burns, Chairperson
January 22, 2015

ATTENDEES:
Audrey Sneed-Morton Jere Moore
Robin B. Albritton Dr. Fayette Coleman-Gill
Shirley Barsh Millie Donelson
Bremen Campbell Michael Burns
Rochelle Crump Keith D. Smith
Jacque Johnson Rhonda Laye

Diane Cottrell

Carole Freeman and Michelle Carter joined the meeting via
teleconference.

The meeting was officially called to order by Chairman, Michael Burns at
10:20 am.

ORDER OF MEETING:

REVIEW OF MINUTES:
The minutes were tabled as we did not have a quorum to vote on the
minutes.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT & PERMANENCY ENHANCEMENT PROJECT (PEP):

Mike reported that PEP and the Office of Racial Equity will be hosting a
training, tittled “Racial Equity Impact Analysis.” The training will examine
biases, as well as racial inequality that impacts decision-making. The
objective is to have a racially-informed practice model. Mike related that
a three-day training/orientation took place in December 2014 at UIC to
ascertain the best way to rollout the training.

PEP:

Mike reported that PEP is looking for programs for fathers as they need to
be connected to services, as well as staff. Mike related that this appears
to be a challenge. Moreover, Mike expressed that all pertinent family
members should be in the case planning process and fathers should be
engaged.

DUALLY-INVOLVED YOUTH COMMITTEE:
Dr. Fayette Coleman-Gill reported that she met with Jan Hooks (Dually-
Involved Specialist) to examine the criteria for this population. Dr.
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Coleman-Gill stated that she plans to meet with the Placement
Supervisors, as well as Senior Specialists to draft the Position Paper.
Currently, the committee is trying to ascertain how policy can best meet
the needs of the dually-involved population. Dr. Coleman-Gill is gathering
quantitative data at this reporting time.

CONFERENCE 2015:
This agenda item was table until the next meeting.

NEWSLETTER:

Bremen Campbell stated he is in receipt of all of the articles for the
newsletter. He related that he’s in the process of going through photos to
be used for the newsletter. Bremen stated that the newsletter will be sent
to Communications by February 2015.

AFRICAN AMERICAN SERVICES:
Rochelle Crump stated that there was no new information to share at this
time. She reported that her office continues to look at the hiring process.

TRAINING:
This agenda item was tabled until the next meeting.

HOST FAMILY:
This agenda item was tabled until the next meeting.

MEMBERSHIP:
Millie Donelson provided a report on behalf of this committee. She
reported that two candidates have submitted letters of interest, as well as
participated in interviews with the committee.

> CANDIDATE ONE (1): RENEE HEARD
The council voted on this candidate and she was accepted to the
council.

> CANDIDATE TWO (2): JATAUN ROLLINS
The council voted on this candidate and she was accepted to the
council.

Diane Cottrell will inform the new members in writing of their acceptance
to the council.

LEGISLATIVE:
» Jere Moore stated that there’s no new legislation at this reporting
time.
» The council had a brief discussion about President Obama’s State
of the Union Address.
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» Rochelle raised a question about legislation posted on the D-Net as
it relates to Permanency and Adoption Staff (please refer to Policy
2015.02 for additional information).

» Rochelle inquired about how this policy will impact parental rights.

» Rochelle wanted clarification about this policy as she stated the
policy seem to place parents at a disadvantage due to the
unfairness of termination of parental rights.

FOSTER HOME RECRUITMENT & STATEWIDE STRATEGY:
Rhonda Laye related that there was no report for this agenda item.

REGIONAL DIALOGUES:

Mike related that with the exception of Cook Region; all the papers have
been submitted. Mike has requested that all papers are submitted
immediately as he plans to submit one paper to Interim Director, Dr.
Cynthia Tate.

BUSINESS UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The council is scheduled to support the Northern Region’s Black History
Celebration that is scheduled for February 19, 2015. Prior to the
celebration, the council’s meeting will be conducted.

Audrey Morton-Sneed was thanked for hosting a great breakfast for
today’s meeting.

The meeting was officially adjourned at 11:40 am.
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