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Illinois Department of Children & Family Services Research Agenda

The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services is pleased to receive requests from researchers interested in conducting protocols involving clients served by DCFS.  All such research requests need to be approved by the Department’s Institutional Review Board (IRB).  The IRB will give priority review to research requests that address one or more of the priority research areas identified below.  However, requests that do not address one of the following priority areas may also be considered.

Please note that this correspondence refers to the review of proposals submitted to the IRB, and does not address funding.  Researchers are expected to be able to conduct the study on their own or have funding in place.

PRIORITY ISSUES FOR RESEARCH INVOLVING DCFS WARDS

I. Child Protection and Family Maintenance

A. Outcomes for Children and Families
What is the relationship between domestic violence and child maltreatment?  What are the factors associated with subsequent indicated reports after case opening?

B. CPS Service Delivery

How are ‘reasonable efforts’ to prevent placement defined and used by front-line workers?  Are there definitions of child maltreatment and injury that can be used uniformly in the field?  What social, cultural and economic factors account for the racial and ethnic disparities in the population served by the Department?

C. Decision Making

What factors best predict safety in each type of living situation?  What is the impact of CERAP protocol on rates of recurrent abuse and neglect?  Do CERAP safety plans address the safety factors checked?  What interventions are most effective in ensuring child safety?  How will Front-End Redesign impact service delivery and child safety?

II. Family Maintenance

What is the average length of time from an intact family case closure to a subsequent oral report, and what are the results of subsequent reports?  How effective are the Department’s interventions?  What is the relationship between services to intact family cases and client needs?

III. Substitute Care

A. Child Well-Being
How well are children doing in substitute care, and how does this vary by living arrangement?  What accounts for the children who are not doing well?  What are the long-term outcomes for wards after they leave Department care?  What would a longitudinal study of wards leaving care demonstrate?  How do parents and foster parents with children in state custody experience their involvement with DCFS?  How does this affect the children?  How effective is residential care/treatment and foster care in addressing children presenting problem(s)?

B. Service Delivery

What methods exist for helping workers evaluate the needs of children in care?  How can their assessments be tracked for progress?  How can children be better linked to services?  What changes in MIS, ACR, and QA management systems can be implemented to enhance practice and performance?  What is the impact of Performance Contracting on the quality of care and long-term outcomes?

C. Mental Health

What medications are wards taking, for what behaviors, and how effective are they?  Does the use of psychotropic medications differ by region and ethnicity?

D. Delinquency and Violent Offenses

How many wards have delinquency charges are later charged with serious violent felonies?  How much later?  In what statues?  How does this compare to the general child population?

IV. Family Reunification

Do delays in service delivery impact outcomes in a way that is different from cases receiving timely services?  What percent of children can’t or shouldn’t go home?  What interventions will result in more timely and permanent reunifications?  How does DCFS ensure appropriate use of these interventions?  What factors explain Illinois’ decline in family reunification rates when compared to other states?  What are the functions and effectiveness of different models of parent education classes with CPS classes?

V. Adoption and Guardianship

A. Permanency

What characteristics of the child, family and service either support or jeopardize adoption and guardianship stability?  How do outcomes differ by type of permanency arrangement?  What factors promote timely, safe achievement of permanency?  Are parental rights being terminated when no potential permanent placement exists?  If so, what are the effects, and should this occur?  What impact does the new permanency initiatives and concurrent planning have on achieving permanent homes for children?

B. Service Delivery

Are families in subsidized guardianship more committed to children in their care than those in long-term kinship foster care?  Do children in guardianship have a greater sense of belonging than those living in kinship care management?  What is the impact of not placing siblings together for adoption?  What is ‘best practices’ in adoption services?  What strategies result in reducing the period of time children remain in care before termination of parental rights?  What strategies result in stabilizing adoptive placements and adoptions?  What strategies increase the adoptive placement of minority children?

Researchers should indicate on page 1 of the Protocol Submission Form the priority research area(s) to be addressed by the proposed research. 
