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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF      

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF
)

)

     

)


)

     

)
NO.      



)

TO ADOPT
)


)

     

)


)

     

)

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
To the Honorable Presiding Judge:

The following information has been secured from our home visits with the adoptive parents and from other contacts, which we have made in the course of our social study of this adoptive family.

Address:      

Adoptive mother:      
      
      


Age
Race
Religious background, if any

Adoptive father:      
      
      


Age
Race
Religious background, if any

Date and place of marriage:      

Adoptive child:
     

     


Full birth name
Date of birth

     

 FORMDROPDOWN 


Place of birth
Sex

     

     

Religious background, if any
Race

Adoptive child:
     

     


Full birth name
Date of birth

     

 FORMDROPDOWN 


Place of birth
Sex

     

     

Religious background, if any
Race

Adoptive child:
     

     


Full birth name
Date of birth

     

 FORMDROPDOWN 


Place of birth
Sex

     

     

Religious background, if any
Race

I.
Child to be named:      


II.
Current Placement

(For each child being adopted, include a brief summary of how the child came to be placed with this particular adoptive family.  Explain what kind of placement this is: licensed relative, unlicensed relative or licensed non-relative.)

     


III.
Adoptive Mother: Current and background information

(Include family background information; educational information; prior and current employment information including income, length of employment and other means of financial support; information regarding the adoptive parent’s character, prior marriages, reputation and general standing in the community; physical description; health information including medical conditions and medications including any psychotropics and any assessments or treatment for substance abuse or mental health conditions; military history; hobbies, etc.)

     


IV.
Adoptive Father: Current and background information

(Include family background information; educational information; prior and current employment information including income, length of employment and other means of financial support; information regarding the adoptive parent’s character, prior marriages, reputation and general standing in the community; physical description; health information including medical conditions and medications including any psychotropics and any assessments or treatment for substance abuse or mental health conditions; military history, hobbies, etc.)

     


V.
Adoptive Family and Family Home

(Composition of the family: Include information about the composition of the adoptive family, including names, ages and descriptive information about all other children and adults in the home and their relationships to the adoptive parent/s. Include school/education information about other children in the home. Marriage: Include information regarding adoptive parents’ marriage. If they are separated, include details regarding the separation: length of separation, whether they have undergone counseling, whether there are plans to reunite or divorce, whether a divorce is in process.  If one spouse is no longer in the home, describe his/her degree of ongoing involvement with the child/ren in the home and that spouse’s new address.  Provide information regarding the effect the couple’s separation has had on the child/ren and how their needs have been addressed. House/Apartment/Community: Describe the home and any concerns with its physical structure. Describe the living and sleeping arrangements for the child and family. Describe the community and neighborhood. Health Insurance: Advise the Court as to the health insurance coverage available for the child. Back up Plan: If the adoptive parent/s have a back up plan, include the details for the Court. If the adoptive parent is/are over age 60, details on the adoptive parent’s back-up plan must be provided. Further, provide details regarding when the meeting/s took place to discuss the back up plan with the adoptive parent/s and the backup caregiver/s.  Include information regarding what type of relationship the child has with the backup caregiver/s and confirm that the backup caregiver is in agreement with the plan.)

     


VI.
Birth Mother

(Do not include the birth parent’s last name. Include information about the background of the birth mother. Explain the facts regarding why the child came into care. Indicate the reasons that led the birth mother to place the child for adoption, if applicable. Describe the circumstances surrounding the execution of the surrender or consent signed by mother, or the date of termination of parental rights, if applicable. Tell the Court what information about the biological father the mother gave to the agency. State briefly if the birth mother is still involved in the child’s life.)

     


VII.
Birth Father

(Do not include the birth parent’s last name. Include available information about the background of the birth father. State briefly why the child was removed. Indicate the reasons that led the birth father to place the child for adoption, if applicable. Describe the circumstances surrounding the execution of the surrender or consent signed by the father, or the date of termination of parental rights, if applicable. Tell the Court what information regarding the biological mother the father gave to the agency. State briefly if the birth father is still involved in the child’s life.)

     


VIII.
Adoptee 

(Overall Assessment/Personality/Adjustment: Tell the Court about the child; about how the child is doing in the home and in school. Education: Provide the name of the school, what grade the child is in and what grades the child receives. Address the child’s attendance record at school, and whether there have been any suspensions or expulsions, if the child is school-age. If the child is in special education and/or has an IEP, IFSP (for children ages 0 – 3) or a 504 Educational Special Needs Plan (for children who require special accommodations), explain what type of classroom setting the child is currently in and how the school is addressing the child’s educational needs. Childcare: Include information about childcare arrangements, if applicable, for pre-school and school-age children.  Health/Special Needs/Behavioral & Developmental Issues/Services: Include information about any health and/or behavioral problems affecting the child and what services are being provided to address those needs. Juvenile Justice/Delinquency Issues: Include information regarding any history of delinquency, criminal charges or convictions. include any other relevant information concerning the child: developmental, educational, behavioral, etc. Include information on/about any services that were provided in the past. If the child is still in need of assessments or services that are not yet in place, provide information regarding what assessments will be completed, when they will be completed, and what services will be provided, by whom and for what period of time. If there are any outstanding disagreements in relation to the subsidy, specify what the issues are and how they will be resolved. Understanding of Adoption: If child is old enough to understand adoption, indicate whether the child is in agreement with the adoption.)

     


IX.
Results of criminal background checks on adoptive parents and all adults in home:

(Summary: Summarize the results of the fingerprint or background check (CANTS & LEADS) for the Court on all adults in the household. If anyone in the home has a criminal background or has been indicated for child abuse/neglect, include information detailing each arrest and conviction and/or finding of abuse/neglect, i.e. the date, charge and disposition of the crime. Convictions: For convictions, when appropriate (after consultation with DCFS Legal), include information regarding the circumstances of the crime based on available records and the individual’s account; the date of the background check and where the fingerprints were taken. Explanations/Supporting Information: Explain why adoption is (or is not) recommended despite the criminal background. For example, information may be provided regarding the person’s rehabilitation, employment history, ties to the community, membership in civic organizations, and church/religious activities.  In some cases, it may be appropriate to consider obtaining letters of character reference that may be attached from employers, community and/or church leaders, etc.  Attach 1 copy of each LEADS printout) 

     


X.
Summary of agency’s investigative history:

(Advise the Court about the frequency of home visits made by agency employees; the duration of the agency’s supervision; and summarize for the Court what else the agency did in the completion of the investigation.)

     


XI.
Conclusions and recommendation:

(Give the conclusion of the agency after the completion of the home study and include a specific recommendation as to whether or not the entry of a final Judgment Order for Adoption is in the best interest of the child.  Include specific language regarding whether or not the child has a significant emotional attachment with the adoptive parents and explain why the adoption is recommended.)

     


This Investigatory Report must be current within four months of the date of the Petition for Adoption / Interim Order

     


Typed name of caseworker


Signature of caseworker
Date
     


Name of Agency

     


Address of Agency

     
     
     


City
State
Zip

(     )      -     


Telephone Number

     


Typed name of supervisor


Signature of supervisor
Date
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