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Last year’s winner was Amarok Productions’ The Painter, written and directed by Kevin 
Cooper and produced by Deanna Cooper. Filmed at Columbia College’s Media 
Production Center and featuring a cast of Chicago South Side youth, The Painter 
portrays a boy who lives in a world where violence surrounds him and his sole means of 
survival is to escape through his art. Amarok worked with two highly-regarded Chicago 
organizations that help children living in high-risk neighborhoods: UCAN and Youth 
Guidance. Children from both organizations played roles in front and behind the 
camera. 
 
Illinois’ film industry saw a record-smashing $358 million in local spending in 2013 
including an all-time high six episodic television series shot in their entirety in-state. With 
the series Chicago Fire and Chicago PD both renewed for new seasons and pilots and 
films under way, 2014 is off to a fast start.   
 
DCEO and the IFO are dedicated to advancing Illinois’ reputation as a world-class film 
destination. The IFO promotes and markets the state as an ideal shooting location for 
films, television shows and commercials. The IFO also promotes and encourages the 
training and hiring of Illinois residents who represent the diversity of the state’s 
population.  
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