May 14, 2009

lllinois Film Office Announces Profits for the Illinois Film Industry in 2008
2008 is the second most-profitable year ever for Illinois’ film industry

CHICAGO — Despite a national economic recession, the lllinois Film Office announced today that lllinois’
film industry continues to bring added revenue and jobs into the state. During 2008, the film industry
saw its second most profitable year on record, bringing $141 million into the Illinois economy and 5,392
job hires to the state.

“lllinois’ film industry continues to bring tremendous revenue to our state when it is most needed.
Despite national economic challenges, the film industry proved its resilience by having the second most
profitable year in lllinois history,” said Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Director
Warren Ribley. “I look forward to 2009 being another successful year as production companies continue
to boost our economy and bring jobs to lllinois.”

The film industry continues to have a sizeable impact on the lllinois economy and brings thousands of
jobs to the state each year. lllinois’ film industry achieved near-record numbers and brought nearly $141
million into the state in 2008. In addition, the lllinois film industry created 5,392 job hires in 2008,
excluding the number of extras hired.

“Illinois continues to be a major player in the film industry and we look forward to continued success in
2009. From blockbusters to small independent projects, the Illinois Film Office encourages all filmmakers
to share in our world class crew, deep infrastructure and breadth of locations,” said Illinois Film Office
Managing Director Betsy Steinberg. “I believe lllinois is the best place in the country to make a movie or
TV show.”

A number of high-profile films and television series were produced in lllinois in 2008, including:

Universal Pictures’ “Public Enemies” starring Johnny Depp and Christian Bale and directed by Chicago
native Michael Mann; Warner Brothers’ “The Informant” starring Matt Damon and directed by Steven
Soderbergh; “Nothing Like the Holidays” starring Chicagoan Freddie Rodriguez, Debra Messing and John
Leguizamo, produced by native Chicagoan Bob Teitel; and “The Beast,” a television series starring Patrick
Swayze and executive produced by native Chicagoan Steven Pearl.

A strengthened Illinois Film Tax Credit was enacted on January 1, 2009 and offers a 30 percent tax credit
to filmmakers for money spent for Illinois goods and services including wages paid to lllinois residents.
Previously, the tax credit was 20 percent. In addition, the yearly sunset provision was removed,
highlighting our long-term commitment to growing lllinois’ film industry.

The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity is dedicated to advancing lllinois’ reputation
as a world-class film destination. The lllinois Film Office (IFO), a division of DCEO, promotes and markets
the state as an ideal shooting location for films, television shows and commercials. The IFO also
promotes and encourages the training and hiring of lllinois residents who represent the diversity of the
state’s population.
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