WESTERN ILLINOIS

"All night it fell around us as 1if the sky had

been sheared, its fleece dropping forever past
our windows, until our room was as chaste and
sheltered as Ursula's, where she lay and dreamed
herself in heaven; and in the moming we saw
that the vision had held, looked out on such a
sighi as we wish for all our lives: a thing,

place, t-ime untouched and uncorrupted,

the world before we were here."

Lisel Mueller

Sitting high above the banks of the Illinois
River is Peoria, considered the archetype of
Middle America. Peoria is home to industry
heavy machinery and farm equipment.

Rock Island and Moline comprise what once was the
farm machinery hub of the nation. Vintage

prairie settlements are here like Bishop Hill,
founded by Swedish immigrants as a new world
utopia; and Nauvoo, a town tucked into a bend of
the Mississippi, settled by the Mormons on their
trek westward. Both towns have been restored to
their original architecture and atmosphere.
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