NORTHERN ILLINOIS

"But the river above the bend is wise: Its waters
are swift and cold and clear, Always changing
and always fresh, And full of ripples and swirls
and waves, That image a thousand stars by night,
And a thousand phases of sun and clouds, By a
changing movie of forest and hills.”

Edgar Lee Masters

Northern Illinois bears the cuts made by glaciers
millions of years ago. The rolling territory is
known as the Black Hawk Hills, bordered by the
Mississippi River. Galena sits in the northwest
corner atop a tiered hillside, surrounded by
farmland. Populated by gingerbread storefronts
and Greek revival mansions, the town doesn't look
much different than it did in the 1800's. In
Rockford, Illinois' second largest city,

factories and warehouses coincide with graceful
architecture. Main Street, U.S.A. thrives in
towns like Mt. Carroll and Geneseo.
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