CENTRAL ILLINOIS

"Each fresh wind off the lake washed the prairie
grasses with used sea colors: the prairie moved
in the light like a second-hand sea.”

Nelson Algren

Central Illinois is Prairie America. covered with
farms and early pioneer villages. Abraham
Lincoln’s heritage can be found at the restored
New Salem. a log cabin frontier village where he
lived and worked: and in the state capitol.
Springfield, where the pillared Old State Capitol
building remains as it was during Lincoln's
tenure. His history is intertwined with Central
lllinois towns like Charleston. Decatur.
Petersburg, and others along the Lincoln Heritage
Trail.

The University of Illinois at Champaign/Urbana
counts among its many features a futuristic
Assembly Hall and the Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts--an auditorium with outstanding
acoustics and recording facilities.

Illinois" Amish communities have settled in
Arthur and Arcola. where horse farming takes
precedence over tractors and black buggies share
the road with automobiles.
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