
PREP STATION OR PREP DECKS

An industry review found that many automotive collision repair facilities utilize “Prep Stations” or “Prep Decks” to sand, prime
, block and feather vehicles.  A common variation of these “Prep Stations” or “Prep Decks” (and we are aware of others) creates an airflow that channels air from a large filtered plenum above that is then drawn down into a filtered “vent” or “fabricated trench” in the floor, exiting out an exhaust vent.  The area is usually contained by the use of “side curtains” often hung at a height equal to or higher than the large filtered plenum falling upon the floor to “close off” the prep area.  Often there is a gap left between the top of the large plenum and the side curtains which allows for “shop make-up air” to flow through, again, exhausting out through the filters and into the floor.          

Questions Pertaining to Compliance with the NESHAP- Subpart HHHHHH Rule

Are these gaps allowable?  Would the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) cite a shop as being in violation of the NESHAP? 

We cannot provide you with a definitive answer to these questions but here is what we do know that would be considered upon an EPA inspection:

· The NESHAP requires spray painting to be performed within an enclosure (roof and walls or curtains) that is maintained under a negative pressure2 so that the overspray is captured on a filter as opposed to the overspray being exhausted into the air or landing on the floor of the shop.  

· Agencies enforcing environmental regulations would look for evidence of overspray staining structures outside of the prep station. Items that they would check, but not be limited to, would be the operation of the fan, the integrity of the paint filters and the actual operation of preparation station before making any determination of compliance with the NESHAP. 

· Methods that ensure proper capture of overspray in the prep station will decrease the chance of being cited in violation of the NESHAP. 

The spray painting in a preparation station must also comply with local fire and mechanical codes and the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administrations (MIOSHA).  These codes and standards serve to protect the health of the painter and other employees in addition to preventing fires and/or explosions. 

� Prime – a refinish operation that may include the atomizing of paint primer and/or sealer


2 The NESHAP allows the enclosure to be operated a positive pressure not to exceed 0.05 inches water gauge provided that the enclosure is fully enclosed and has seals on all doors and openings and has an automatic pressure balancing system.








