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Illinois Compliance Advisory Panel (CAP) Minutes

October 24, 2012       11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

USEPA Region V Offices - Chicago

Present:  Alec Messina, Erin Conley, Mark Grant, Jackie Sims, Brooke Doggett, Annette Fulgenzi, Roz Iasillo, Mark Petrilli, Rep. Karen May, Ted Wysocki, Jim Ross (via teleconference)
I. Welcome - Mark Grant welcomed attendees to the meeting

II. Minutes from the July 26, 2012 meeting were approved  

III. Old Business

a. Ombudsman Position Letter
i. Jim Ross informed the panel he had taken the previous draft letter to Acting Director of IEPA, John Kim.  They agree the Ombudsman position is critical and ideally needs to be filled but Jim stated he feels it might not be appropriate for the CAP, of which EPA has a member, to send the letter to EPA director.  

ii. Rep. Karen May suggested the letter be sent directly to the Governor’s Office, or a letter of similar intent.

iii. Jim Ross stated the position is a priority, but not the highest priority and additional permit engineer positions might be a better way to serve small businesses.  IEPA is under headcount limitations and there is an ongoing need.  Jim brought up the fact that IDCEO has had the SBEAP program manager position empty for several years now, and that could/should be a priority as well.  

iv. Discussion continued within the group regarding sending the letter on different letterhead, changing the wording to indicate the letter is being sent on behalf of the majority and may not be representative of the Illinois EPA designated appointee.  
v. Annette Fulgenzi pointed out that other state CAPs file official comments for rulemakings.  The CAP is a separate entity and should be able to actively advise, comment, and communicate as appointees to our state’s panel representing small businesses.  The Illinois CAP is advisory only and recommendations are non-binding . 
vi. Ted Wysocki made the formal movement to re-draft the letter (with specific changes discussed) and send from the CAP.  Rep. Karen May seconded.  None opposed.

vii. Will be circulated and approved via email, agreed not to wait until next CAP meeting.

viii. Should CAP also do letter to DCEO regarding SBEAP manager position?  To be addressed during “other issues” at end of meeting.

IV. SBEAP Current Projects & Updates

a. ROSS reminder letters

i. First quarterly reminders for those that should/could register for ROSS are due.  About 300 reminders will go out this quarter.
ii. Annette stated approximately 1700 of the eligible ROSS sources have registered to date.  Online credit card payment should be available in November.

b. National Steering Committee Update

i. Erin Conley stated the current focus has been how the SBEAP programs can best serve small businesses.  They are consolidating committees, discussing webinars for small businesses, and gathering information from states for the next national training.
ii. Annette Fulgenzi stated we have a new national reporting form that will show our measurements and results more successfully than the previous form.   
c. NCAP Update

i. Mark Grant stated there has been no activity since last CAP meeting.

V. Administrative Issues

a. Next meeting date:  Thursday, January 24, 2013.  Video- Conference between Chicago and Springfield offices?  

b. Other Issues

i. Analyze new General Assembly schedule when it is available to determine if/when CAP members could meet with appropriate new and/or returning legislators to discuss the SBEAP program and panel.  

ii. SBEAP manager position

1. Jim Ross stated there is a need at DCEO for a full-time manager which has remained empty since Roslyn Jackson left the agency several years ago.  

2. Mark Petrilli agreed that a full-time manager would be able to delegate, be responsible and more involved, and be an advocate for the program.  He stated a letter from the CAP to DCEO director urging for the position to be filled would be fine.  The issue has been raised with the DCEO Director’s Office previously, it is a known issue.  Mark stated there are headcount and bargaining unit issues which have delayed the position from being filled to date.  Funding for the position is available through the contract.  
3. Ted Wysocki made a motion for the CAP to write a letter to DCEO Director stating the support and urgency in this position being filled.  Alec Messina seconded the motion, none opposed.

iii. Rep. Karen May suggested the CAP send general letters to the General Assembly (new members in January and appropriate committee members) reminding them of our program, its mission/goals, and urging them to support small businesses as they introduce and vote on legislative issues.  
1. Ted Wysocki stated in addition to letters, personal meetings would be beneficial.  Analyze the new General Assembly schedule when it is made available and determine if/when meetings could take place.  Rep. May stated this was a good opportunity, no bills introduced first week, CAP should reach out to committee chairs as appropriate and schedule meetings.  

Adjourned 12:24 p.m.
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