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Illinois Compliance Advisory Panel (CAP) Minutes

July 26, 2012       2:00-4:00 p.m.

IL Environmental Protection Agency Offices

1021 N. Grand Avenue, Springfield - Bureau of Air Conference Room


Present:   Jim Ross, Alec Messina, Mark Grant, Roz Iasillo, Ted Wysocki, Ken Page, Jackie Sims, Annette Fulgenzi, Brooke Doggett, Erin Conley, Kevin Greene (IEPA speaker), and Rep. Karen May (via telephone conference)
I. Welcome - Mark Grant welcomed attendees to the meeting

II. Minutes from the April 25, 2012 meeting were approved  

III. Old Business

a. Permit Streamlining – Jim Ross gave a short update and review of the topic, reference handout
i. ROSS – currently have about 1573 ROSS registrants, expect that number could grow to around 3000

ii. General Permits – newly drafted general permits are ready for comments.  For the following industries:  concrete batch plants, petroleum dry cleaners, material crushers, soil vapor extraction/air strippers

iii. Permit by rule – Open Burning permit by rule has been shared with the IL Environmental Regulatory Group for comments.  EPA will write the final rule, propose it to IPCB who will then post for public notice & hold a hearing, then it will proceed to JCAR.  
iv. Streamlining – Web portal is up & running with positive feedback.  Online application process has been started and will expand over time.  

v. Fees – approximately $2 million has come in from the sorbent tax (annual tax/fee) with $3.3 million billed

vi. Ted asked if we needed to further the ROSS outreach.  Annette stated we are planning to create quarterly reminders (postcards) and we will continue to assess the outreach as deadlines pass and we see how many have or haven’t registered.  

b. Non-Attainment Zone Designation (Jim & Erin gave update)
i. Chicago area moved from “moderate” to “marginal” category, but is still considered non-attainment
ii. 2013 will bring new standards, so our ratings could change again.  The standards seem to continually lower even though overall air quality is improving.  Hard standards to meet.  

c. Rulemakings before the Pollution Control Board (Erin)
i. Motor Vehicle Refinishing rule has two hearings scheduled, 8/23 in Springfield and 9/20 in Chicago
ii. Clean Construction & Demolition Debris – 2nd notice, August hearing
IV. SBEAP Current Projects & Updates

a. Federal Request Regarding Burdensome Regulations – Brooke stated we received a notice from the Small Business Administration notifying business owners and representatives of an invitation for comments regarding burdensome regulations.  The White House has set up a website (www.whitehouse.gov/advise) accepting comments and suggestions from businesses regarding what works, what doesn’t work, outdated rules, streamlining ideas, etc.  If any CAP members have comments they would like to share, we can submit them all together as a group.  Please advise Brooke.  
b. Quarterly Program Statistics 
i. Annette reported in Fiscal Year 2011, the SBEAP reached 887 clients through workshops, 1630 helpline calls, and 310 emails

ii. A new federal reporting form has been approved and will begin being used for calendar year 2011.  The National Steering Committee worked on this form over the last two years and the USEPA has approved.  Annette stated it will capture much better information and data that will support the program’s goals and give a better picture of the outcomes and clients reached.    

c. Area Source Rules Statistics – Jackie referenced her handouts which exhibit Illinois is leading in numbers for notifications received in Region V for the Area Source Rules.  We have a total of 8941 with the next closest state at 6092.  This shows our marketing and outreach efforts for Area Source rules are very successful.
d. Permit Guides – Annette updated the CAP on the newly created industry specific permit guides.  They are nearly final and will be posted on our website by industry which include:  aggregate sources, concrete batch plants, crushers, and dry cleaners.  SBEAP staff working with the EPA permits section on general permits for these sources.  
e. NSC Update (Erin)
i. Erin is now the Region V representative on the National Steering Committee

ii. NSC is focusing on “What are the national challenges?” and reducing duplication of resources

iii. NSC is also going to work with the USEPA on compliance initiatives and how to complete the appropriate outreach

iv. Erin also gave a summary of the National Training which was held May in Arlington, VA.  Numerous webinars were offered to those that couldn’t attend in person.  Those webinars are available on the national SBEAP website for viewing.  

f. Annette made mention that the Governor’s Office has contacted her a few times over the last several months inquiring about the CAP’s status and upcoming meetings.  We provided them with meeting information for July and October and referred them to the SBEAP website for even further information.  

V.  Small Business Ombudsman Report – Ken Page gave a short presentation on the goals & mission of the Environmental Justice office at IEPA, per SBEAP staff request to better inform the CAP members of its role.  

a. The EJ office determines if a community meets the requirements based on population & income and ensures there is no discrimination on the part of EPA through properly informing community residents and additional outreach.  Information is available on the EPA’s Environmental Justice website at www.epa.state.il.us/environmental-justice
b.  Ken discussed the example of Sauk Village, IL and their city water source contamination issues.  EPA’s EJ office has been involved in this situation to better inform the residents and advocate on behalf of the city.  
c. In regards to the full-time position of Small Business Ombudsman at IEPA, the position is still officially open and Ken Page is acting in a part-time role, in addition to his other duties.  

d. The CAP questioned why the ombudsman position has not been filled on a permanent full-time basis.  Jim Ross explained hiring and posting priorities and at this point filling the ombudsman position has not been a priority and funding may or may not allow for it.  The CAP would like to send a letter to Acting Director John Kim stating their encouragement to fill the position and its importance in acting as an advocate for small businesses.  

VI. Kevin Greene – Pollution Prevention, IEPA (Special Presentation) P2 internship program

a. The Pollution Prevention’s internship program is offered to engineering & science students from state universities in their junior or senior year.  It provides a low-cost way for the host industry to employ extra summer help.  
b. 12 weeks, with one week training in Springfield, $2500/month and IEPA will pay up to 100% of that stipend based upon available funding (more for not-for-profits).  

c. IEPA recruits and selects the students and the host companies.  Outreach to host companies takes place in August and September.

d. They request a specific project to be designed for the student intern to oversee.  A lot of past focus projects have been on energy efficiency and how to save money through pollution prevention.  
VII. Administrative Issues
a. Next meeting to be held in Chicago in conjunction with the USEPA Region V meeting.  CAP meeting to be held on 10/24 tentative time of 11:00 a.m. with Region V meeting to follow 10/24 afternoon and into 10/25.  Meeting space is held at the USPEA building and a block of rooms will be secured at the Hyatt on Wacker for those needing lodging.  

b. Meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.
